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PEBFACE. 

After telling Mrs. Gaskell one day a story foi the truth of which 
I could not vouch, she said, with her beautiful bright smile, "Kow 
I'm going to believe that, whether it's true or not. It oaght to be 
ti'ue." On looking through the Lambeth MS. 853, which Mr. Stubba 
kindly handed to me in Lambeth Palace Library, I could not help 
saying, " Til print it all, whether it contains early versions or late ; 
it M a jolly little Manuscript" : — a chubby vellum quarto, written ill 
a large, clear, upright band, which looked at firet sight fourteenth 
century, bub which the Museum authorities whom I afterwards con- 
sulted put at about 1430 a.d. As nice a little volume as one would 
wish to handle; a pleasing contrast to the shabby, scrubby, paper 
Percy folio of two hundred years later that I am now working at. 
Accordingly, the whole MS. is in type for the Society, and I hope 
members have no cause to regret it, for though earlier versions of 
some of the poems are no doubt in existence,— I have printed one 
at least sixty years older at pp. 106, 108, 110, 112, to show how 
the late text has changed^ — yet the Lambeth MS. has given us the 
better text of The Complaint of Clirint, in " Political, Eoligioua, 
and Love Poems," (E.KT.S., 1866,) a better text of "The Parlia- 
ment of Devils" than that printed by Wynkyn de Woide, and 
the heat texts yet printed of the far-famed Stans Puer ad MeTisam, 
" How the Good "Wife taught her Daughter," and " How the "Wise 
Man taught his Son," &c : these, besides other poems of considerable 
beauty and interest in the present volume, and the other Texts I 

' Two wordd at least of the earlier text — mujfemandwwoujfe, " to tuoonoilB " 
and "unreconciled, at enmity," p. lOS, IL S7-3S, were unknown to the late scribe, 
and were clianged by him to stolen and v/aaoft. 
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have lately edited, or am now editing, tot the Society. The early 
Engliahmaii, like the modern one, was a religious and superstitious 
person, and as any one in 2360 a.d. should know of ns, that in many 
educated (or deducafed') persons' minds now, baptism by an epis- 
copally-ordoined clergyman ia necessary to salvation, that a man's 
being drowned while boating on Sunday is a just judgment of God, 
whereas a similar death on Monday is a sad accident, with a hundred 
other like notions ' ; so we should know of our forefathers, if we would 
estimate them aright, what their religious belief and superstitious 
fancies were. Mary-worship, Parliament of Devils, Stations of Rome, 
St, Gregory's Trental, and what not : let us have them all : all tha 
nonsense, as well as the expressions of the pure, simple faith, that 
through life and death our men of old held to. j^nd a survey of our 
early religious poetry will, I believe, — and so far aa I may speak from 
some work at it, — result in a verdict favourable to the plain good 

' We sadlj irant some word like this dedticate, ded^iaUiim. be., to denote tlie 
Vfilfiil down -leading into ptejudice and unreason, in Politics nt least, so prevalent 
in England and everywbere else, to support ui^jtiat social arrangements and abuses 
because tliey exist, or are in tbe interest of a powerful class, be Let any one 
tMuk of tile amount of deducation Bttumptcd about the I{ci>cb1 of the Com Laws, 
the old and modem Eeform Bills, the late American War, ic, and then see how 
hard tbe dedncatora still are at their work ! 

' "Dr. Posey has written another letter to tbe Timet, stating his opinion of 
absolution. He believes that Christ, conferring upon the Apostles the power to 
remit sins, intended to confer it slso upon their ' successors.' He tberefore holds 
that erery successor has the power to remit the sins of penitent persons as fuUy as 
Christ Himself could have done; and so beaOii'ms, on theautbonty of theOrdina- 
Ijon Service, the Church of England also holds. In other wordi, Christ intended to 
leave the salvation of souls dependent cu the will of such haman beings as can be 
proved to have been ordiuiied by the ordained up through the ages to Himself. 
One single unordained Bialiop, say in the middle ages or the third century, would 
spoil the whole arrangement. Why does not Dr. Pusey cWm the power of working 
roiracles given to the Apostles at the same time ? The invisibility of the power is 
no greater obstacle in tbe one ease than tbe other. If the sick did not get visibly 
better for the priest's touch, neither do the bad get visibly better for his absolu- 
tion. After all, does the human i-ace advance ! A Roman gentleman would liava 
smiled at a superstition so gross aa that which Dr. Puscy dignifies with the name 
of Christianity." 1866, Dee. 1, The Spectator, -p. 1326, col. ]-2. Dr. Puaeyandhis 
school may not admit the correctness of the statement above, " In other words." 
I only wish to register here the opinion of one of onr best edited weeklies on this 
point, and to note that however comical the view stated, and a thousand like ones, 
may seem to our man of 2380 A.D., they were equally no to many in 1866 A.B. 
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sense and practical going atraight at the niam point wliich English- 
men pride themselves on, whatever amount of philistinism and hum- 
bug is mixed up vith these qualities. The burden of the earlj songs 
(as I read them) is a prayer for foi^iveness of sins, a desire to get 
out of the filth of the flesh, and rise, as well here aa hereafter, into 
the purer and higher life which, to the believer, union with his 
Saviour implied and implies. 

Many of the poema in this volume aeem to me very touching and 
beautiful, and I hope other readers will find them ao too. The most 
interesting to me ia the one I have entitled, from 1. 638 in it, p. 78, 
" The Mirror of the Periods of Man's Life, or Bids of the Virtues 
and Vices for the Soul of Man," pp. 58 — 78. It aketchea the tempt- 
ations of the well-off man of the period — the MS. is ab. 1430 a.d. 
— from the time when ho was new-born from his mother till, at a 
hundred years old, Overhope and Wanhope (despair) would ruin him, 
but Good Hope and Good Faith bring him to trust in God's mercy. 
At twenty — which may be a misprint for fifteen, xx for xv, — this ia 
the choice presented to the young man. 

Quod resouTO, "in age of .xx. jeer, 

Goo to oxenford, or leme la we," 
Quod lust, " harpe & giteme fere may y leere. 

And pickid staife & buckelere, fere-wij) to plawe. 
At taueme to make woutmen myrie cheere. 

And wilde felawis to-gidere drawc, 
And be to bemondi A good squyer 

Al nyjt ti! (le day do dawe," 

' For an explanation of this bemond, I liave asked in vaiu Mr. Omppell, Mr. 
Way, Mr. Morris, Mr. Skeat, Mr. Wright, (cc, fee. The only interpretation I 
can snggest ia ilrawn from a pasaaga in Le Venery de Tirety, Cotton MS. Vesp. 
B. lii., priuted in Scligtaie Anliquce, vol. 1., pp. 149—154. At pp. 15S-3 wa 
read, of the honndj hnnting the bare, "And if eny fynde of hym, ivhent he hath 
ben, Kycber or Bemond, ye shall say, oyez a Bemond le vayllatmt, ifiee guide 
trovcTe le coward, ott le court cow," The name Bcniond might easily pass from 
the leading hound to the leader of a revel, or be need, by personification, for a 
fancied god of Indolgence in women and wine, a sort of Bacchna. I think it 
certain Uiat this bemond has nothing to do with the bcmol (flat, b), and bequarre 
(natural, the siiuare b. B) of the curious song on leaming music in Seligtli^ 
Anliqua!, vol. I,, p. 292, or tiwbemyot the Burlesque, p. 85, »6. last line. In 
our early music hooka B is si, though in the earliest I have seen, no naiHic b 
giyen to it. 
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Conscience's remonstrance that thifi will waste his friends' money 
and his own time and learning, is answered by 

" Good conscieKce, goo preche to fe post, 
Jji councel 8aueri|) not my tast . . , 
Al my lust y wole ful-fille, 
I wole spare no womman." 
After the advice of Pride, Gluttony, Lechery, Wrath, En-vy, 
Sloth, Coyetousness, and Avarice, to the young man, how to indulge 
his passions and lusts, comes Pride again with this hit of counsel as 
to dress: 

" Apparaite fe propirli," quod Pride, 

" Loke pi pockettis passe ])e lengiat gise ; 
Slatre fi clothia bofe schorte & side [=^ wide] 
Faesinge alle of ere mcnnis sise." 

And eo the poem continues with allusions, more or less, to the 
manners of the times. The poe&eftte of the verses last quoted serve 
to fix the date of the composition of the poem, if they are {as I 
suppose them to be) what Camden in his Bemaines, p. 196, calls 
" pocketting sleeves." • He says, 

" Of the long pocketting sleeves in the time of Eing Heniy the 
Fourth, Hocclive, a master of that age, sings, 

Jftwo hath this land little need ofhroomes 
To sweep away theJUlh out of the s^ete. 
Sen side sleeves of pennilesse grornnea 
Win it up liche, be it dry or weete." 
The woodcut of the Duke of Gloucester [)] on p. 153 of Mr, Fair- 
holt's Costume in England, copied from the Eoyal MS. 16 E 4 (foL 
14), in the British Museum, shows the long pocket sleeve admirably, 
and 'his crimson jacket furred with deep red is exceedingly short,' 
but gathered in close folds behind. At p. 159 of Fairholt is 
another woodcut of an attendant with the pocket aleeve, from the 
same Eojal MS. 14 E 4. On foL 133 of the same Royal MS. are 
three figures with the long pocket sleeves, and one of them has his 

> Pocketa begin to appe&r in women's diesWB in Edward the Tbiid'a time, 
B3.JB Fairliolt, and are shown in that king's dHnghter's dreas on the sonth dde of 
hU tomb in Westntinster Abbey, as copied in Faiiholt, p. 100. 
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sleeves tied behind his back, just below the bottom of hie jacket 
The very wide and short doublet Geeme not to have appeared till 
about 1460, and not to have been slashed. The tighter plaited jacket 
of Edward the Fourth's reign, also contemporary with pocket sleeves, 
had " lai^e sleeves, open at the sides to display the shirt beneath," as 
shown in the cut on pages 154 and 169 of Faiiholt. This is the only 
slatring (supposing it means daduiu/) shown in the fignree, unless the 
opening for the arm in the long pocket sleeve be meant by the words 
of the poem. But the slashing of garments was at least as early as 
Chaucer's 'so mochil pounsyng of chiseles to make holes, so moche 
dt^gyng of sheria ' (Peraones Tale, ed. Wright, p. 1 43, coL 2). 

The rere or late suppers noticed in 1. 374 of this Mirror poem are 
complained of by Roberd of Brunne in 1303. Handlytig Synne, p. 
226, IL 7260-3. (See also the servants' ' rere sopors ' denounced, U. 
7268-79.) 

Sere sopers yn pryuyte, 

Wyji glotonye echone Jiey be ; 

And )iyt is moche waste ynne, 

And gadryng of otifei synna. 

Doubtless Koberd was not the first preacher who inveighed against 
them. He also complains of the rich man lying long in bed on 
Sunday 

Wlien he heryfi a bel ryng 

To holy cherche men kallyng, 

yaa may he not hya bedde lete. 

But (lan behouef hym lygge and swete. 

And take f)e mery momyng slepe. 

Handlyng Sijnne, p. 135, II. 4258-62. 

For the last three Foems in this volume I am indebted to Mr. 
W. Aldia Wright, who copied them horn MSS. under his charge in 
the Library of the Trinity College, Cambridge. The first, Quindecim 
Signa ante diem Judtcii, he desired to print on account of its varia- 
tions &om the other earlier versions of the Foem in the KE. Poems 
I edited for the Philological Society (Ti-anaactions 1858, Pt. II., 
pp. 7-12), in Hampole's Pricke of Conscience, the Metrical Homilies 
edited by Mr. Small (in RE. Poems as above, pp. 162-3), &o. The 
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Becoiid forms a comijaiiiou to the Viigiii'a Complaint in our Pditical, 
Belif/i<ms, and Love Poeim, 1866, and the third is given for its 
historic interest, and its contrast to the temper in which the later 
chroniclor ivrcte. of Archbishop Scrope's death. 

Some of tlie poems bear traces of having been SoQtbemized from 
a Korthern original, as in using boon for bane, p. 25, 1. 108, lastande 
na viare, 1. 115, si^hande, p. 30, 1. 261, and Mr. Perry has just seut 
me a version from the Northern Tlioniton MS. of the Sweetness of 
Jesus, pp. 8-11, here, pp. 63-6 of the Text edited by Mr. Perry fi'om 
the Thornton MS. that will appear with this one. I have only in 
conclusion to i-eturn thanks to the Archbishop of Canterhury for the 
loan of his pretty little Manuscript, and to Mr. Aldis Wright for bis 
help, always so willingly given, notwithstanding the pressure of 
crowds of other work that would overwhelm an ordinary man. 
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NOTES. 

Pre£ p. vi, 1. 6. A juat judgment of Qod. Compare Cotgrave's " Fne 
lawhe dt dica. Soe doe the canting and blasphemous rogues of France 
tearme a cankered, gangrened, or desperately-sore leg." A.D. 1611. 

p. 35. / wiyte myadf myn owne woo. Sir F. Madden, in his Introduc- 
tion to Sj/T Oatvaj/nt, p. Isv, notes another copy of tliis, " a Poem in ten 
eigbt-line Btanz'ia, the Diirden of which ia ' I wite my self myne owne wo,' 
on foj. 71 of MS. Kiiwlincon, C. 86, Bodleian Library. It begins 'In my 
yoiithe fnlle wylde I was.'" Another is printed from MS. Cotton. Calig. 
A II fo). 106, V in RfliquiiB AnliqvtB, v. 1, p. 197-200. It is in 16 stanzas 
of 8, with two introdnotory lines : 

I may say, and so may mo, 

I wyte mysylfe myne owene woo. 

p. 41. "The Pnrlyameiit of Deuylles" wns also "Enprynted In 
London In Powels cliyrclieyarde By Julyan Notary. A. M. M.CCCCC. & 
31C " ; and Wynkyn de Worde's edition of 1509 was " reprinted by Nicol 
fur H. Heber, Esq., as liis contribution to the Itoxburghe Club, but for 
private reasons, nerer issued to its members." Bohn^a Lmimdes. Colo- 
phon. " Thus endeth the parlyament of deuylles. Enprynted by Wynkyn 
de word / prjTiter unto the mooat eieellent pryncesae my lady the kyngea 
moder. Tiie yere of our lorde .M.GCCCC. & is." 

p. 58. Mirror of the Periods of Man's Life. "Tlie auncient sages by 
curious notes haue found out, that certaine yeeres in mnns life be very 
perilous. These they name climacterical or stoyrie yeares, for then they 
saw great alterations. Now a climactericall years is euery seauenth 
yeare . . Henee is it that in the seauenth yeere children doe cast and 
renew their teeth. In the fourteenth yeere proceedeth the strippling age. 
In the one and twentieth, youth. And wnen a man hath past seauen 
times seauen years, to weet, nine and fortie yeares, he is a ripe and perfect 
man. Also, when he attaineth to ten times seauen yeeres, that is, to the 
age of threescore and ten, his strength and chiefest vertue beginnes to fall 
away." W. Vaughan, Natural and Artificial Dirediont for Health, 1602, 
pp. 47-8. 

In Admiral Swinburne's incomplete copy of The noble lyfe & rtaiurea 
of man Of Series / serfentyt / fowlet A fleshes y' he inoBte knowen, by 
Laurens Andrewe of y" towne of Calls, is a large cut running across. both 

Eagee (a iii b, a iv), of the Ten Ages of Man, in ten double compartments, 
ay and man in the ten stages at top, and the ten beasts he is likened to, 
underneath. Below are verses applying to each age. 

" Here after foloweth the ten ages of mankynde lykened be ten ilyiiers 
bestia as here is expresly shewed / and how the nature of mankynde dothe 

chaunge from ten tynie of a eo . . . 

[Cut of] The .X. Ages. 
[Fro]M one vnto .x. a childe is he 
[Whyp]inge his toppe witft aporte & playe 
[Lep]yng as y" got*, right nieriiy. 
.... B his care bothe nyght k day 
[At .XX. yere he Is iocond Bti]d plosand 
tpryde 
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^ At .XXX, yere he is najned a msn 

And ayb to the bull of natme Btronge 

Reaen^ge hia tieht where euer he can 

with whome it be bothe short & longo 
1 Nowe forty yere he is jwye 

Cundicyond u a lyon in enery dej:^ 

Which miiketh hym often witAouten rays 

To lose his wysdom beleae ye me 
.^ At fifty yere then can he glose 

Wily u the forein worde and dede 

That euer wyli wynne & neuer lose 

& eke of hia sernyso he wyl haae mede 

V At threscore yere he dothe descends 
Bat coaetyse in Iiim is roeted than 
Eayn as the wolfe he doth amenden 
y' woroeth the ahepe wher euer he can 
At .lix. he 19 sjb to the hownde 

y' gnaweth y* bone ao doth he hia hart 

All aportea he casteth to the grownde 

Leat tkerfore hie sowle sholde sniart 
1 At fourscore yere withouten fayle 

He is disdayned with man and wyfe 

Syb to the Cat that lycketh her tayle 

Ener be the fyre that is his lyfe 
1 At fourscore & x he is a . . . 

Scorned of man and child h[e is] 

From hym is wisdom k st[rength gone] 

Echone wyll his deth in b . . . 

V At .C. yere dethe contmea 

k maketh him ae a goae y' i[s] . . . 

So plucke y* frBTtdes 

But he in erthe ia s " 

The inquirer as to climacterical years is referred to " A Succinct Phy- 
losophicat Declaration of the nature of clymatericnl jeares occasioned bv 
tliB death of Queene Elizabeth" in MS. Sloane 2117, fol. 231. 

p. 83. Tkii worlde i» hiii a vanite. A later copy of thia Poph), with 
the Dnrden "This world is but a wannytS", was printed by Mr. HalHwell 
for the Warton Club in 1856, in Early English Miicellanits, p. 9-12. It 
has ten stanzas of eight lines each, and winds up with an extra " in 
Domino confydo. Amen, dico vobia." 

p. 88. Er^ vppon er^t. In Mr. Halliwell's EaTly English MitceUaniet 
from the Porkington MS., Warton Club, 1866, is a later and somewhat 
different version of this poem in twelve stanzas of six, and two intro- 
ductory stanzas of seven lines. Mr. Hallinell calls the Porkington one 
'"the most complete copy known to exist." It seems s late recast of the 
old version. Mr. Halliwell also notes, p. 94, " Other versions, varyin(; 
considerably &om each other, are preserved in MS, Sold. sup. 6B ; MS. 
Bawl C. 307 ; Ma Eawl. Poet. 32 ; MS. Lambeth 863 (in this text) ; and 
in the Thornton MS. in Lincoln Cathedral (fol. 279). Portions of it are 
occasionally found inscribed on the walls of churches." 

p. 128. Archbishop Scrope's Death. See the Latin Poem on this in 
Mr. Thomas Wrighfa PoUHcal Bongs, v. 2, p. 114-18. 
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^pimi to t\t Virgin, €\xvii, ^t. 



^tni, CflWttalKiis. 

(a song or GRBAT SWBETNBSS PBOM OHIUST TO HIS 
DAINTIEST DAM.) 

(Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 a.j>., page 1.) 

jJjTJige mea spons^ awete ia aijf, 

^ And ee )ii sons ^oa jafe souke so echeene ; 

{Mu sclittif abide wM ))i babe ho bi^f, 

4 And in m; glorie be callide a queene. 
Thi mammillis, moder, ful weel y meene, 
Y had to my tneeto faf y myjt* not mys; 
Aboue alle creaturis, my moder eleiie, 

8 Veni, coronaboria. 

Gome, cleimer Jinn cmtal, to my cage ; 

Columba mea, y Jiee calle, 

And Be yi sone )iaf in seruage 
12-f For mannis sonle was made a ^rdle. 

In fi palijs bo principal 

I pleyde pMuyli wif oute mys ; 

Myn hij cage, moder, haue fou achal ; 
16 Veni, coronaberis. 
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PsndlH, Uotkel 



dvw tUiib droppBd 



VESI, C0K0SABERI9. 

For macula, moder, was neuere in foe ; 
Filia syon, fou arf fte flour ; 
Ful aweteli schalf (>ou sitte bi me, 
And tero a wowne witft me in tour, 
IF And alle my seintis to fin liono!*i- 
Schal lionoure fee, moder, in my blia, 
(3af blessid bodi faf bare me in bowur, 
Veui, coronaberis. 

Tota pulcra fou art- to my plesynge, 
Mj moder, princes of paradys. 
Of f* a watir ful weel gan sprynge 

28 \}aV eobal ajen alle my rijtis rise ; 
fl J)e welle of mej-cy ht fee, moder, lija 
To bringe fi blesaid bodi to blis ; 
And my seintis schulen do fee seniice, 

32 Veni, eorouaberia. 

Veni, electa mea, meekeli chosen, 

HoH moder & maiden queene, 

On aege to sitte seraeli bi him an hij, 

36 J)i aone and eek f i childe. 
H Here, moder, wif me to dwelle. 
With f i swete babe faf aittif in hhs, 
Jjere in ioie & blia faf schal neuere roys, 

40 Veni, coronaberis. 

Veni, electa mea, my moder swete, 
Whanne fou bad me, babe, be fill atille, 
Ful goodli oare lippis fan gan mete, 

44 "With brijf brauRchis as blosmes on hille. 
H Fanus diatillans if wenl* wt'tA wille, 
Oute of mn lippis whawne we dido kis, 
ipertore, moder, now ful stille, 

48 Veni, coronaberis. 
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Veni de libano, fou loueli in launclie, 
}]af lappid me loueli vfii/t liking' song", 
J)ou schalf abide wit/i a bleasid litiiimjlic, 

52 jMf so senieli of |)i l»di sprang-. 
^ Ego, flos campi, fi Hour, was soldo, 
Jjaf OQ calueri to y cried y-ivys ; 
Modcr, ^u woosP J'ia is as y wolde ; 

66 Veni, toiouaberis. 

JTulcra vf luna, |wu berisf )ie lanime, 

Aa ^ suTtne ^aif schinef> clere, 

Veni in ortnm mexim, foil deiatiesf damme, 
60 To smello my spicis^ Jwt here bera in fere. 

My palija is pijf for fi pleasure, 

Ful of btijt? brftujjcliia & blosmes of blis ; 

Come now, moder, to )ii ilerliiig* dere 1 
64 Veni, coronaberis. 

Ijuid esf iata so vertiiose 

J)at? is euei-e laatyng- for lisr meekenos 1 

Aurora conauT^ens gracioiise, 

68 So beiiigne a Jadi, of aiich brijtnes, 

fl Jjia is Jpo colour of kinde clewnes, 

Eegina celi |>af neuere dide mys ; 

J3ua eendi|) )>e aong* of greef sM'elitnes, 
72 Veni, eoronalteris. 



[Quia Am/nv LangiKO, or "In a tabumacle of s touT,"aud its 
continuation " In a valoy of ]>ia realles mynde," printed in Politi- 
cal, Bcligimis, ajid Lone Foeina, pp. 118-150, follow here. Then 
"Ihesn, ["iswetnes," p. 8, and " Iliesiis J«t s[irong," p. 12, of this 
Tolnme. J 

' Compare "Awake, north wind, and come, thou south ; 
blow npon my garden, that the splits thereof may flow out. Let 
my bclosed come into his garden, and eat bts pleasant fruits." 
SoloTtton's Song, eh. iv. IB. " My beloved is gone down into his 
garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather 
liliea" vi. 2. 
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lail, iltsjiir Isrj! 

[Lcmbeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 A.D., page 24.] 

The heavy Clarendon letters inaik the red of the MS. 

HiH.Hniy, TTEil be ])ou, marie, )ie modii of criee, 

" Heil fe blessidisf faf enere bate child ! 

Heil ^a,V conceyuedisf al wi|) ]isf 
tinBonirfOodi 4 J>e sone of god bcjio meeke & mylde ! 
UiSdtn, m>er IT Heil maide aweete ^at^ neiiere was filid! 

Heil welle and witf of al wijsdoine ! 
Mnu flown or Hell bou flour ! heil fairest* in feelil ! 

Ikafltld. , . 

8 hue regina oelonim ! 

Hiii.ounair U,eil comeli qneene, coQinforf of care ! 

Heil bleseid lady bothe fair & brijf ! 
iiuiaTardipiin. Heil ^6 saluoui of al sore! 

12 Heil fe lanwipe of lemys lijf I 
[Pigs ts.] H Heil fou bleaaid boerde in whom [oriaf] was iiijP ! 

ofciirtit, Heil ioie of man bothe al and sum ! 

Heil pinacle in henene an h^f, 
i)ukingi>fAi««i>. 16 Mater regia angelonun ! 

uto, Mruiaf bji, Hfil CTOwned quecne, tiireat' of alle I 

biiH, « irboni *ii . Heil ])af alle oure blis in bradde ! 

b.d tall. Heil J«if alle wommen on doon calle 

20 in temynge whanne fiel ben hard bistadde ! 

All flwd. dwd H Heil f on faf alle feendis dredJe, 

ihj Hon viih And achulen do til fie day of doorne ! 

" "" ' Wit/i maidens mylk bi sone bou fedde, 

vii^ii). 24 maria, floB TU-ginnm. 
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HAIL, BLEHSED UARY I 

Aeil faireef pa,f eueie god foond, 
Whiche cheea Jiee to his owne boui ! 
Heil )ie hmterue fsAf is a,j l^thond I 

28 To peo acbulen loute bofie riche & poore. 
U Heil spice swettiaf of sauour ! 
Heil faP al oure ioye of conic I 
Heil of alle wommen f ruyf & flour ! 

32 Velnd^ roaa Tel lilinm. 

Hell be fou goodli grouTid of grace 1 
Heil blessid steiie upoa fie see I 
Heil of coTimfortis in euery coas ! 

36 U Heil f e clieeuesf of charitee ! 
Heil weUe of witf and of merci I 
Heil }&V bare iheiiu, goddie sone 1 
Heil taberuacle of fve trynyte I 

40 Fnnde preoea ad flliom. 

Heil be Jjou virpyne of virgins ! 

Heil blessid modit ! heil blessid may ! 

Heil norische of sweeto ibesus ! 
44 Heil cbeefeaf of chaatite, foTso{>e to say ! 
II Lady, kepe va so in oure Inaf day 

J)af we may come to fi kingdom ! 

For me & aUe cMsten |)ou pray, 
48 Fro salute fldelinm. Amen. 
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^ue §laria. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 a.d., ;-or/e 26. ForWi/ 
vn-itten withovt i^eoAs.] 

Haii.Hiiy, HEiI be pou marie, cn'stis moder dere, 

Hwveiii help me Jjuf ai't" queeue of heiien, fair and sweele of chere, 

viniyer. (jat art" steiTO of heucn schiiiynge brijt' & eJere ! 

[1 PigeET.] 4 Heipe me, lady ^ia\ of myjt, & beere iny \mmn 

Aafl ninriq. , 

Auil blessid iiinrie, myjdo qtieene of licueii ! 

Blessid be f i name, ful good if is to nempno : 
ToiiieeiinuU 8 To Jee, lady, y make my moone; I pj'aie [hmi 
iiiehoidieiu beere my atenen, 

sing. And lef me iienej-e die hi noom of fe syraiiis 

Aae maria. 

Hail, Hiry, Bouret Ueil be JwQ roni'le Jiaf art" floiir of alle, 

12 Ab roose in eerbir so reed ! 
ToUiMiprnj; To pee, ladi, y clepe and ealle, 

To Y y make my beed ; 
bibf mewiieiii Jjou be in Etide & in stiUe 

die, 

16 Wbawne y schaJ drawe to deed, 
nnd un nio (rem And lete me neuere falle 

in boomlis of fe queed ! 

Ase maiia. 

Omul me my gQ Heil be fou, mai'ie, ^aV bij sittist' in troone ! 

y biseclie fee, sweel* lady, grauHte me my 
boono. 
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AUE MARIA. 

Ihesa to loue & drede, & my lijfe to aincende eoone, mrwnd mj iin 
And hnnff me to paV blis Jiaf neaere schal be neriuUngUi 
doone. 
2i Ane maria. 

Aeil be ^i?u marie, gloriouse moder hende i Sand me in«i 

Meeknes & lioneste, vitli abatyDeice, me aende, uistiiiu/E° 
WttA cliastite & charite into my lyuo8 eende, 
28 Aud ^at' ^oru; ])i praier, lady, I mot« to heuen 
blia weende ! 

Ane maria. 

{Oraiio Magatri Rickardi de Ccatre, p. 1G, beloir, follow* here.] 
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IPoems to Christ. 



aijtc §^iiteizm of Icsbs. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. U30 A.D.,jwi(re 14.] 

I Hem, fii swetnes, who-so m^te if ae, 
And ))erof haue a cleere knowyi^, 
Al er))eU loae bittir schulde be 
Saue ^in a-loooe wzVtouf leesinge. 
I praie ^de, lord, Jiaf lore leere me, 
Aftir f i lone to baue longynge. 
And sadli to sette mya herte oa |)ee, 
8 In ^i loue to haue moaf liking". 

Qo likinge loue in er}ie noon is ; 

In aoule who-so coude him aojieli se, 

Him to loue were mykil blis, 

12 FoT king* of loue callid is he, 

H WiWi true loue, y wolde fis. 

So faste to him bonnde be, 

]^f myiie herte weie hoUi his 
16 So )>af no }ing likid me buf he. 

It y foi kyndenes acbulde loue my kyn. 

Pan me fenkijt in my Jmujte 

Bi kyndeli skile y scliulde bigynne 

20 Af him |)af ha^ me maade of noujf. 
IT His lijknes he sette my soule with-inne, 
And al pis wotld for me ha)> wrou^f, 
As &dir he fondid my loue to wynne, 

2i For to heuene he h&f me broujf. 
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THE SWEETKEt 



As moder of him, 7 make now royiiilo, 

Jjaf bifore my bii'|w to me toke hede, 

And si^en wi\Ji baptynt vaischi|) faV kynde 

28 (3af foulide was foruj adams dede, 

IT With noble mete he norischif oure kynde. 
For wttA hie fleisch he doc]) us fede, 
A bet«ro lode may no man fynde, 

32 To lastynge lijf if vole us lede. 

Oure brofer & auBtir he is bi ekile. 
For he so seide, & lerid ua faif lore 
paV who so 'WTonjte his fadris wille 

36 Briferen & austren to him fei wore, 
IT Mi kinde also be took Jier-tille, 
Fu! trull truste y him ferfore 
Jjaf he wole neuere lete me apille, 

40 Buf wi^ his mercy salue my sore. 

Xhe loue of bim paaai)), certis, 

Al er{>eli loue )>af may ben hero ; 

God & man, my epouae he ia, 
44 Weel oujte y, wiecche, to loue liim dere. 
^ Bojio heuei and erfie holli is his, 

He is lord of greef powers, 

Callid he is Jw kjTig* of blis, 
iS Hia loue me tongi^ for to leeie. 

Aiftii bis loue me Jienkifr long* 
For he haf myne ful dere y-boujte ; 
■Whaime y was wente fro him wiUi wrong*, 

62 From heuen to er))e he me-8ou;te. 
IT Mi wreccbid kynde for me he fonge, 
And al his nobley he aette aa noujt*, 
Pooert* he suffride, & peynes stronge, 

56 Ajen to blis or he mo bioujte. 



He li th* bmiier 
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Lnic fortn?' Wliareiie y was fral, to make me fre, 

iTOughtHimio Mi lone fro heuene to erjie him ledde. 

My loue alooiie haue woldo he, 
'w^HUi"" ^^ ^°^ fpJ^orelte leide his Jijf to weddet 
V Wif my foo lie faujto for mc, 

Wouiidid he was, and bittirli bledde, 
nmi ihid HI. His precioiiae blood f ul greet plente 

64 Iful pileuouseli for me was schedde. 

Ki<>ide>w«rt Htao sidis bloo aiid blodi were 

pisired'wiui. JJftPsumtyme were ful brijp of blee; 

His Iierte was pei'sid wi(i a spere, 
68 Ilise nili wounJia were ru|)e to ae. 
IT Mi I'nuKsum forsojte lie paied fere, 
u.g.veHi.iif« And aaf liis lijf for gilt- of me. 

His deejj schulde be to me ful dere, 
72 And perse myji herte for pure pitee. 

JJ^*^^""|* lot pitee niyn berto scliulde breke oq ti 

To liis kyndenea if y took bede ; 
tnr [ mu mnH Eucbesou J was of al his woo, 

76 He Kttffride ful harde for my niis-dede. 
[Pmre 18.] f To lastyng* lijf Jtaf y schulde go, 

•uibnd llut1^ He suffride deep in bis manbe<le; 

And whaiine bis wille was to lyue also, 
■lid roM nKiis. 80 Ajen he roos fwruj Jiia godbede. 

■iiiiwaDito Ao beueii he wente wi'tft mycbe blis 

Wlianne be onej'corae bis bataile, 
H« praiccw Ids His baii«' ful brode displaiod is 

84 Wbanne so my fo wole me assailc 
IT Weel oujte y, ivceccbe, to bon his, 
Hie friend Out He is faf freeiid f af Jieuece wole failo : 

uk.onijiij-une No (ling' desirif he fat" is, 

88 But true loue ajen for bis trauaile. 
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THE SWEETNESS OP JESUS. 

Tlius woldo my spoiisie for me fijP, 

And for me was woundid sore. 

For my loue bis deef was di^t ; 
03 What loue myjte he kife more 1 
fl To jelde his loue haue y no myjte 

But* loue liiw hertili ferfore. 

And worche weel iritli werkis rijf 
96 Jjat he ha]j lend me vit/i loueli lore. 

Wilt loueli lore his werkis to fille, 
Weel oujte y, wrecche, if y were kynde, 
Ny;f & day to worche his wille, 

100 And euere haue faf lord in mynde. 
IT Buf goostli foos greuen me ille, 

And my freel fleisch makij) me blinde ; 
Jjerfore his mewy y take me tille, 

]0i For betere bote can y noon fynde. 

Betere bote is noon to me 

J)an to his mercy truli me take 

Jjaf wtUi his fleisch haf m<Mle me free, 

108 And me, wrecche, hia childe wole make. 
% I praie Jiat lord for his pitee 
paV he for syime me nof forsake, 
Buf )eue me grace fro syjmo to flee, 

112 And hin* to loue le* me neuei-e slake. 

Ihesu, for pe awetnea faf in fee is. 
Have mynde of me wliai* y hens ivende, 
Wit7i stiUfast* truJiQ my wittis J)o« wis, 

116 And, lord, fou scheelde me irom fe feende ! 
IT For Jii mej'cy forjeuo nio ray mys, 

|)af wickid werk my soule neuwc schende. 
And ledo me, lord, in-to fi blis, 

120 W('t/( fee to woue wiViouto ecnde. Amen. 
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Mt ms €avMi!Xi, Crist ||esns ! 

[Lambeth MS. 853, 06. 1400 A.D., page 20.] 

XB-emia paV Bprong of iesse roote, 
As us ha,f precbid pi prophete, 
Flour and fruyP bofe softe and Bole, 

i To mawnis soule of eauour sweete ; 
Ihe^u I poM bioujtist man to boote 
Wbanne gabriel gan marie gieete, 
To felle cure foomen vndir foote, 

8 In hir |)ou aij a semeli Bete : 
IT A mayden was Jii modir meete, 
Of whom Jiou took tieisch for us j 
As ^8 may bojie my balia beete, 
12 So be my couinforf, crisP ihesiis, 

Xhesu, |)ou arf wijsdom of witt* 

Of yi fadir ful of myjf ! 

Mannys eoole, to saue it<, 
16 In poore aparaile fou were pijf, 
1[ Ihesu ! f ou were in oradil knyf , 

In wede wrappid bojje day & nyjf, 

In bethleem bom, as fe gospel writf, 
30 Wi'tA aur^lis song and heuene Ii}f. 

Bam y-bom of a beenie br^f, 

Ful cmieis was pi comeli cus ; 

)]oru} u«iiu of ^at< sweete si^(«, 
24 So be my coumforf, crisf ih«tru8. 

Ihe«u, faf were of jeeris jong-, 
Fair and ftesch of hide and hue, 
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CBIST laEsns ! 

Whaune (wu were in fraldoin prong', 
28 And turmeatid wit/z many a iewe, 

IT Whanne blood and watir were ouf wrong*, 

For beetinge was fi bodi blewe ; 

As a clot of clay foa were for-clonge, 
32 So deed in frouj fanne men fee prewe. 
IT Buf grace of fii giaue grew ; 

)3ou roo8 up quik coumforP to us. 

For hir loue )iaf Jiia councel knewe, 
36 So be my coumforf, cristf iheauB. 

Ibera, soopfasf god and man, 

Two kindle knyf iw oon peraone, 

))e wondir werk faf f on bigan 

40 Jjou hasf fulfillid in fleisch & bona 

n Ouf of ))ia woild wijlli poa wan, 

Liftynge up f i ailf a-loone ; 

For myjtili Jwu roos, & ran 
44 Streijf vnto pi fadir in trone. 

H Now dare man make no more moone ; 

For man if ia J)oa wrou^te pus. 

And god wip man is maade af oone, 
48 So be my coumforf, criaf ibesue, > 

% Iheeu cnsf, holi and hende, 

pe,V beerde was bleasid paf bare pee, 
Attir hir wbanne pou gau aende, 
62 In heuene blia wip pee to bee. 

H Onf of pis worlde whanne eche wende, 
Eope bodi & soule were setf in see 
Hi^er pan ony of aungelis kinde, 
56 In troone a-fore fe trynyte. 
V )]ere may pe aone bis modii se 
In heuene an hij to helpen us ; 
j3ou peerless princes, praie for me ! 
60 And be my coumforf, crisf iharaa. 
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i BR MY COUMFORT, CRIST IHKSnS I 

""■ I'lesu, my soiiereyne sauyour, 

Almyjti goiJ, )>ere ten no inoo : 
'""*• Crisf, Jiou be my gouenionr, 

64 )>i feij) lete me nof fallen fro. 
H Uiesu, my ioye and my socoure I 
my r™-) In In mv body and Bonle aJso, 

God, (>ou be my BtrengisP fode, 
68 And wisse [ton me whan me ia wo. 
H Lord, Jioii makist" freend of foo, 
Lete me nof lyue in langouc ))us, 
nr ID]' ■omw. But ee my sorowe, & seie now ' ho,' 

id«™(ortin«. 72 And be my coumforf, crisf ihesus. 

Ihe«u, to fee y crie and greede ; 
ri.i« of Paar», Prmce oE pees, to fiec y jiraye; 

(sou woidisf bleede for nmnnis ncde, 
76 And siiffre manye a feerdfiil fray. 
[p>inM.] H t'ou me fede in al my drede 

ur, ° Wijj pacience now and ay 

tmepiweThH Mi lijf to lede in word & dedo 

'80 As is moost* plesaunf to fi pay, 
id die viu It U And to deie weel whanne if is my day. 

Hiesa, paV deied on tree for us, 
m my amton, Lete me nof be fe feendis pray, 

84- Buf be my coimforf , cnsf ihesus ! AmeN. 

[Tha two HymuB to tlie VirgEn, " Hell be )ioii, Harie," printed 
on pages 4-7 of thEa Text, follow here.] 
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|lic|arb lie fystxe's "^m^a to Ions. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 A.D., j^i/e 28, wjY/fen 
leithout breaJiS.^ 

Onlio magutri Aiehardi de oattre, qaam ipse posiiit. 

IHcsu, lord, JmP madiBt? me, 

And wiji J)i blesaid blood liasp boiijf, 
Forjeue faP y haue greued fiee 
4 "WiUt worde, wit/i wil, & eek wi'tA poujP. 

fl Ihtim, in whom is al my trusf, 
|jaf deicd npon fie roode tree, 
WitAdrawe myn hoi-te from fleisclili Insf, 
8 And from al wordii vanjte ! 

II Ihesu, for fi ■wouiidis amerte 
On feet* & on fin hondis two, 
Make me meeke & low of herte, 
12 And ^ee to loae as y schulde do ! 

H Ihe«u, for ))i bittcc wounde 

()af wente to (>in herte toote, 
For aynne Jiat* haf myw herte bounde, 
16 )3i blessid bloode moto be my bote. 

H And ihesu Crist', to fee y oalle 
}3af arf god ful of myjf ; 
Kepe me oleene, Jiat y ne falle 
20 In deedli syinie neifcc be day ne nyjf. 
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RICHARD DG CA8TRES FItATER TO JBBUS. 

V Iliesu, graiinte me myne askingo, 
Perfite paeienee in my disese, 
And neaere mote y do ^at' jiinj^ 
34 paV schulde fee in ony wise displeae. 

IT Jhesvt, faf arf owre heuenli king*, 

Sooftefaef gctd, & man also, 

jeue me grace of good eendinge, 

28 And hem [>af Y am holden vnto. 

^ Ihe«u, for ^e deedly teoris 

JwP J>ou scheeddiaf for my gilf, 
Here & spede my praiers, 
32 Aud spare me Jiaf y be nof apiltf, 

H ihesn, tor them y fe biaoche 
Jtet" wraffieu foe ire ony wise, 
Wt'tA-holde from hem fin hond of wreche, 
36 And lete hem lyue in fi eeniice. 

IT Ihesa, moosf coumfort* for to se 
Of fi seintis enerychoone, 
Coumforf hem paV careful heen, 
10 And heipe bom faf ben woo bigoou. 

f Ihesu, keepe bein paif been goode, 

And ameende Item fat' ban greued fee, 
And sendo hem fruytia of erfeli fode 
44 Aa ech man nedif in Ikis degree. 

11 Ihesu, f af arf wi'tA-outen lees 
Almyjti god in trynyte, 
Ceesae f ese weiris, & sonde ua pees 
48 Wif lastinge lone & oharitee. 

Ibe^, fal^ aif fe gooatli stoon 
Of al holi cbircbe ire myddil erfe, 
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RICHARD DB CASTRE'S PRATER TO ISSVa, 

Brioge yi fooldia & flockis ill oon, 
52 And rule hem r^tli with oon hirde. 

IT Ihesu, for 'Jii blessiUful blood, 

Eringe, ,if Jiou wolt, f o soulia to blis 
For^ wbom. y haue had ony good, 
56 And spare )iaf ^ei han do a-mys. Aubn. 



I" Who-ao wilne>," printed on pp. 11-12 of The Bahea Book, 
ke., follovni here, on p. SOattheMS.I 
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[Lambeth MS. 683, afi. 1340 a.d., pa^ 54, wnttew 
unthottt bi'eaJcs.'] 



ourCTHtorii There is no cteatoor^ baf oon, 

Maker of eaery creatore, 
God a-loone, & euer mote ood, 
4 And fre in oon alway to endure. 
10 nhom W8 IT To faf lord we make oure moone 

To whom al coiwnforf ia, & cure, 
iHHT fmu va in. To ))inke how lieel we ben echoon. 

8 In Jiia world is hard auenture : 
IT Who-flo ferof is moosf ensure, 

Sunacst' echal he be schamcd and schent'. 
Ood,toiuniiftii Or bou be world witA fier pure, 

brtOnthy ' ' , 

jgdjiiunt! 12 Do merci bifore fi lugemenf. 

Iioid, do mercy or faf fou deeme, 
DBinii not TniM Leef f ou dampne Jiaf f ou hasf wroujf ; 

piBaethiDetii; Whaf ioie were i1? a feend to qweme, 

16 To jeue him faf Jwu hasf dere boujtf. 
bnniih o not H Ouf of M Biif it bou US fleiae, 

(rem Ibj light: ._. , , ' . 

We ben dampned njv as noujf ; 
]}i pasBioun make us brijf & schene 
20 In wil, in worde, in dede & Jtoujfr I 
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DO MXRCI B I FORE THI lUQEHEITT. 

H For whi, 8y«ne ha)> na foruj soujf ; 
per-toK ameende ])oii cure en tent* 
To Jie doom or we bee broujf ! 
24 Do mercy bifoie ^i iugemenV. 

nr e axe )ii mercy, )k)u henenli kiog*, 

For (lou art" lord of ech degre ; 
Of erf e ])ou madiBf owre bigynnynge, 
28 And aftir vitk spirit' enspirid ne free. 
H Wif trees and grae fcni jaf us giowinge, 
Wif beestis, feelinge lijf haue we. 
And viih aungila we haue vndiratondingc, 
32 And ffl-bi we achulden know fee. 

J)ou baddiaf faf alle schulde multiplie. 

But' we ben fala & uecligont' : 
Tor we may nof hide us from fin ije, 
36 Do merci bifore pi iugemenf. 

J'ou baddisf us axe ine*'i 

If doof UB eoujiiforf on fee to calle, 
Jjott haat? ordeined man to saue, 
40 For fi merci passif fi werkis aJle. 
H f)i herte blood for us f ou jaue, 

Jjou madisf us free where we were fralle : 
Xete neuere fe feend oure sou lis craue 
44 )5af waischen was in fin holi welle 1 
H Oure fleisch is Ireel, if makif us falle, 

Wif grace* we risen & achulen repente ; 
And in hope of fee we schal : 
48 Haue mei-ci to-fore thi iugemenf. 

We axe mercy bi rijtwijsnes, 

For fi biheesf is al oure rijP, 
And of f i greef kindenes 
62 }3wi hasf mercy to ua bihijf. 
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•itt DO intltCl BIFOBK THI inOEMKNT. 

wtcudD H We De be buf er|w watirlees, 

ofonndTH. ]}af to Springe T«rta ba]) no lay^if; 

t}\B wortilis likerose bittimea 
56 Biieue)) na diecreeioun & ottre Bijfr. 
Tha world, ih> IT |]e feeud, fe fleiach, J»e worlde, wi|) ua ay fijtf; 

devn'sghi wuh Jras be we taken in turmeMf ; 

HivsMerc}- Jjerfore, lord, or fi doom be dijf, 

josjiDBii, 60 Do meroi bifote fii iugemenf. 

w. hsi. Mfinpt- Wr i^ aynne we ban defoulid oure kinde, 

with iin ; And kinde may we not" eschewe ; 

To wiajijw Jiee, god, we bere vnkinde ; 
we tn Bnttn*. 64 , j3ou kindeli king*, we ben vntrowe I 
1[ Ajens ^is can no clerk ekile fynde ; 
Grociose god, upon ue rewe ; 
Btmemberiwt Take not" owre trcspaso in to mynde, 

[PigiiBT.] 68 But in fi doom lete merci sue ! 
wtannotcKspg H For ))ouj we wolden from fee remewe, 

In ech place ]^on ait* present ; 
Or we were bom, lord, fou ns Icnewe ; 
HmvjiBMiyoii 72 Do merci bifoie fi iugemenf. 

Lord, wa Hunmii Iiord ! ouTe soule, onre apirif, owre Kjf, 

Into fin hondia, lord, we bitake ; 
Ouf of temptacioun and strijf, 
kHpmnigbiind 7g Lord, keps UB whejjer we slope or wake. 
Jmu.driie ^ Ihesu, for fi woundia fyue, 

And for pi [blesaid] modir sake, 
lbs aerii [iiranu jje feend away from us fou dryue 

80 Whawne deef witA us maistrie schal make, 
jatwrnrotKiM ^ And sufEre him nof oure eonle away to take 

For whicbe on roode fou were to-rent"; 
Hut* Kenr A*ena bi doom we tremble & quake ; 

InfcreThj T r i j 

judgmtnt. 8i Do merci tofore J)i iugemenf J 

Go*, mingle Wod, Jiou deeme us rijtwijeli, 

Jnrttce. Medele fou merci wi'tft execuaioun. 
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DO JIERCI BIPORE TBI lUaBHBKT. 

For we han forfatid wrongfulli ; 
(8 Take liede to oure contricioure ! 
H We jeelde ua aynful & sory 

By 'Knowliehe & confeesioun ;^ 
))i pasBioun & ])i mercy 
12 We tate to cure enteiiBioun, 
11 Bileeue is oure ealuacioun, 

WitA koping* of pi eomaundemewf. 
Gi>d, putte ))ia boll passioun 
10 Bltwixe UB & ])i iugemenP ! Amen. 

' MS. confeaaoun. 



I" As 7 gan wandre," printed belov, toUows here.] 
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%U f obe of IfStts. 

(PU'jee 90-102, to-ttten wUhvul Invake.) 

T Que is lijf faV lasti^ ay 

Jjere if is in criaV made lesf, 
Whawne wele ne wo if slake may, 
4 As imtew han men wisesf. 

fl })e nyjP if tumef in-to day, 
Traueile it* tumeji in to reaf r 
If Jjoii wolf do as y fee say, 
8 ixm scluilf Jeanne be wttA )ie besf. 

1i Lous is a foBjf v/Wi- ereefr desijr. 
And aleo of a fair loouynge ; 
Loue y likne in-to a fier 
12 ]?af slakeen may for ao ping". 
H LouB cleiisi|) ua of cure synne, 
loue ouT-Q blis achal bringe, 
Lone Jte kingis herte may Wynne, 
16 loue of ioie eaere may synge. 

pe socour of loue is liftid hie, 

For into heuene if ran ; 
Me fenki|) in beite ^f if is slije, 
20 ]]af makiji )ie peple bo)ie pale & wan. 
1i ])e beed of blis if goiji ful nyj,^ 
I telle ;ou if as y can, — 
J)ei-of us Jjentif fe wey to drie, 
24 For euere loue conpliji god to man. 
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V Loue is hotter ^n ^e cole Loniibotttr 

To Iient ])at< of it^ is &711 & frike, > 

J)e flawme of loue, who myjte if ^le, 
28 If if ware euermore lijke : 

T Loue UB hetij), & maki^ in qwaif, iti:bMniu,u>d 

And liftif us wp in-to houene-riche. 
And loue rauischi]) cn'sf in-to oure herte, 
32 1 woof nowhere uo loue if ia lyke. 

IT Leeme to loue if fou wolf lyue LbubioLiim 

Wbanne fou schalf hens fare ; 
Al f i foujf to him (ton jeue 
36 ]}af may }iee kepe from care ; 

K Loke foil fin herte fro him nof twyrene ood, udintnat 

Jjouj Jjon wandre euery where, Him. ' 

So Jitm may weelde him witA-i«ne, 
40 And loue him hertili euermore. 

Ihe«u, faf me loue hasf knde, [Pva kj 

In-to ))i loue ])ou me bringe, loihjLoia 
Take to peo al^ myn entente 
44 pAV foa be to me myn jemiitge, 

f And faf synne from me awei were wenf . chu iin nu/ ihvb 
And loue come myn owne coueityuge, 

J)af my aoule hadde herd & henf md mr Kni "w 

48 Jje Bonge of )ii aweete louynge, Thjiortng, 

H Jji loue is to US euerelastynge Thy Lova luia 

Fro )>af tyme faf we may if venrili fele, 
Jjerinne make we euere brennynga, 
62 ))af no ))ing< may if aerrili keele. 

f Mi foujf, take if into fin hand, thh my d«in to 

And stable fou if ilke a dele, 
Jjaf y be no fing* hildando 
56 To loue uerrili fe worldio wele. 

' al in moi'giti. 



Isn tlM world. 
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THE LOVE OJ' JBSUS. 

H If y loue oiiy erfeli [jing" 
))af paief to my ville, 
And sette my ioie in foule likinge, 
60 Whanne it;* may come me tylle. 
X may dr«de af my departynge 

PaV if wule be attir & ille, 

For alle my weljris heu wepinge 

64 whanne peyne my eoale wolde apille. 

^ pe ioie pnV men lieare seen 
la ful likinge vnto fe ijeB ; 
I)af now is fair, freische, and grene, 
68 And anoon aftir is welkid awey : 
H Ilis is ^e world, alle men monn seen. 
And wole be vnto donijeday, 
Fnl greet traueile, & myche tene ; 
72 To flee >at^ is ful liard in fay. 

H If fou leue yuel in al Jii foujf, 
And hate )>e £lthe of synn6, 
And jeue to him )iaf ))ee deie bon^f, 
76 (3af he weelde fiee witA-inne, 
H Al )ii soule ^i lord ha)> BOl^^t, 

And f erof he wolde not" mywne ; 
pua schalf fou to blis bo broujf , 
80 And wonye heuene wi|>-ynne. 



H For-'Bofe f e kinde of loue is fia, — 
Jjere it" is trusty and trowe, — 
To stooude enere in stabilnes, 
H And chaunge neuej'e for no newe. 
H ))at^ wijf fat f of loue may finde, 
Ot euej-e in herte if knewe, 
Fro care it< tume)) )>at' kinde : 
!8 Such a mirfe fyndiji to fewe. 
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TUB LOVE OF JESUB. 

H For-fi, loue fou aa y Jtee rede ; 

Ciiet* is trewe lourt, as y ))o telle ; 
Wip aungilia take foa pi stiile ; 
92 ]}af ioie loke )ion not- folle. 
H In erf>e hate' pon no maner qweed, 
BaV loke Jiaf )ii loue may dwelle, 
Foi loae ia moi'e atrenger ))nii deed, 
96 Loue is more liarder pan helle. 

f Loue ia lijP, & a birliati fyne ; 

Louo gladij) bo))e ]onge and oolde ; 
Loue ia wijiouf ony pyne, 
100 As louers ban me toolde. 

^ Loue ia goostli deli-°ciouse as wijn 
)paf makip mere bo|)e big & bolde ; 
To J)af loue y schal me so faate tyne, 
104 J)af y in berte if^ euermote holde. 

H Loue is pe swettiste ))iiig< 

)7af heere in er)ie men may ban ; 

Loue is goddis owne derlinge ; 

108 Loue l^di)) bo|)e blood & baan. 

H In loue, fierfore, be oare likinge ; 

I knows no betere won ; 

For me oonli, & my louynge, 

112 Loue maki)> bo|)e buf oon. 

H £at< al fleischli loue scbal fare 

As doop p6 flouris of may. 

And acbol be lastande na mare 

116 But' as if were an hoar of a day; 

H And Borewon aftir f af ful aare 

Hir losf , her pride, & al ber play, 
Whajine fei aren casf in care, 
120 In-to pyne paV laatiji ay. 

' tloue. 'ilia mtigi 
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THB LOVB OF JBSUS, 

H Whanne her bodies i» fe fan liggen, 
tJanne aohulen her soulia be in drede, 
And up ajen as men echiden risen, 
ii And answeie for her mys dede. 
H If J)ei be seen fan in synne, 

And now heere fer liif Jiei ledde, 
J)an schulen fei ligge belle wi[i-inne, 
28 And derkenea haue to meJe. 

H Eiche men her hondis schal wrynge, 

And her wickid werkes able 

In flawmes of fier bitterli brewnynge, 

)2 Wiji care and aorewe achamefostli. 

H If f>ou wolf lone, fan may fou aynge 

To Jii lord crief in melodie : 

J)e loue of him ouercomef al fing" ; 

(6 In loue lyue we & die. 

Ihani 1 god-is eone fou lu-f , 
lotd of moost* hij magiste, 
Sende venUi loue in-to myn herto 
EO Oonly ^to coueite fee ! 
H Eeue me liklnge of fis world, 
Mi loue f at* f ou may be ; 
Take my« herte in-to fi ward, 
[i And sette f on me in atabtlte ! 



H Ihatu ! fou, fe 

l)aV wM fi blood me bou^te, 

Jjirle my aonle vM fi spere anoon, 

:8 (3af myche loue in men hasf wroujf. 

IT Me longij) fou lede me into f i sijf, 

And fastne fere in fee my foujf ; 

In fi awetnee make myn herte lijf, 

i2 JJaf al my woo wexe to noujf. 
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THE LOVE OF J£SU8. 

H Xhefu, my god & my loueli kiug' ! 
Foisake Jiou nof my desijr ; 
Hi Jiou^tf make to be mcekinge ; 
'& I hate bo)>e pride & iie. 
5[ (3i wjl is al my desirynge ; 
Of lone kyndele )iou pe iier, 
Jjaf y wttA J)i sweet* louynge 
iO Wijj anngils take myn hire. 

H Wounde (lou myn herte wif-iwue, 
And weelde me at< ^i ville ; 
Of blia Jiaf neuere eohal blynne, 
'}i ]>ou fastne me paif y not spdie. 
IT JJaf y J>i loue may wynne, 

Of grace my fov^V fou fiUe, 
Aud make ine cleene of synno 
)8 J)af y may come fee tille. 

H Iheeu I putte in-to myu lierte 
]7e memoiie of fi pyne 1 
Id eijknes,^ and eek in qwarte, 
F3 J)i loue be enere myue 1 
Mi ioie is al of (tee ; 

My aoule, take if aa fine ; 
Mi lone enere wexinge be, 
7Q So f>af y neuere dwynne. 

K My lone is euere in aijinge 
Wliile y dwelle in f is way ; 
Mi loue is in fee longynge, 
30 paP bindif) me nijf & day 
H Tille y come vuto my kingi, 
))ere y wone wi'tA him may, 
And sp his fair achynynge 
84 In lijf paf lastif ay. 

' MS. lijkniB. 
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^ Losgingo ia in me so lent* 

For loue, faf y ne can lete ; 

His loue he ha)) me now eenf 

188 J)af enery bale may bete ; 

H Si^n fat' myn herte was brenf 

In cn'atis loue so sweete, 

Al woo fro me awei is went 

192 And we neuere a^en schulen mete. 

H I sitte and aynge of loue longynge 
};af i» my *bresf is now bred. 
Ihesu, my king* and my ioiynge I 
196 Whi ne were y to fee ledt 

H Ful weel y woof in al my jemynge, 
In al ioie, y Bchulde be fed. 
Ihara ! me brynge to fi woniynge, 
200 For fie blood faf fou hasf bleed. 

H Demed he was on a crosee to beng", 
J)6 fair aungolis foode ; 
Wip scourgia fei gan bim sore swing* 
204 Whawne ftof he bou/tden etoode ; 
H His briaf was bloo in betyi^, 
Not spilf was bia blood ; 
Jje fom crowned (laf king* 
208 )3af doon was on Jie roode. 

White was bis nakid breesf, 

& reed his bloodi side, 
Wan was bis face fairest*, 
212 Hiae woundia depe & wide. 
H ))e iewis wolde nof )>an reste 

To pyne him more in faf tide ; 
Al he Buffride faf was wiaeaf, 
216 His blood to lete doun glide. 
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1[ BIyndid were hiae faire yjen. 

And al his fleisch bloodi for-bebe ; 
Hise 'loueaum lijf fal? alle men Bi}e[n], P p«« iwM 

220 Ful myldeli he out gan lete. loTMamiifc, 

U Deed & lijf bigunne to etriaen Libwuiiiin, 

Whef er myjf be maister fere ; 
Liif was slajn, & rooa a-jen ; bni n« agun u> 

224 In-to blis ful fair luay ne faro. 
H He Jiaf fee boi^f hauo al fi )iou;f, 
And lede he it< in to his loore ; 
Jene al bin herte to crisf in qwarte, amthrbeuiio 

226 And so to lone him euermore. 

1i I aije, y sobbe, bofe day & nyjt", i «fgii uifl »b ««- 

For oon fiaf is so fair of hue ; 
Jjere ia no f ing* myn herte may lijf noihing tmt He 

232 But* his loue foP ia so true. ™ 

^ Who so hadde him in his sijte, H«tianeau 

Or in hie herte him knewe, 
His moomynge schulde tume into ioie brijt', to™ mooming 
236 His longynge into glewe. 

H In mirfie lyuef he nyjf & day m« who 1d™ 

}jaf louejt f of Bweete childe ; 
Wraffe wolde from him awey, 
240 Wore he neuere ao wielde. 

H If is ihesu, foreofio to say, I?«»wiO 

Of alle meekist & myelde ; "udT'^^i 

He faf in herte him louef (laf day, 
244 From yuel he wole him schielde. "i" i» shiekw 

U Of ihesa Jjaitne mooaf list- me speke, S^" ^ °™* 

J)af may of al my bale be bote ; 
Me {linke^ myn herte wole al to-breke 
248 Whanne y finke on fat^ aoote. 
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hr B* iiu aught fl In ]oue Laujf he lia|t my fioi^P, 

()af y Bchal neuej-e for-lete ; 
Ful dere me {iinkeji he haf me boi^f , 
252 Wiji bloodi heed, hondis, & feete. 

For LoTB my ^ {"or loue myn herte wole to-berata 

whm I wt ciiti.i. "Whanne y (laP fair lone biholde ; 

Lone ia ful fair fere if is fest", 
356 Jwf neuere wole be coolde. 
H Loue 113 reae)> fe nyjtis reaf ; 
In grace if niakif ue boolde; 
L«T*i>tbgii»t Of alle werkie loue is po beeste, 

260 Aa hoh men me ha> tolde. 

I itgh whcii r IT Ko wondir if y s^hande be. 

And sijjen in woo al bi-aetf ; 
nailed cm t)ia Ihesu wos nailid upoa fe tree; 

*^™'' 264 3he, al bloody for-beef. 

H To fiiike on him is greet* pitee. 
To se how tenderli he gref ; 
:pig«m.] fjis ha]) be suffiide, man, for |iee, 

miiftring for num. 268 If fafjjou wolf fi Bywnes leetf. 

Tiia iwsMiiHii of ^ }}6K 13 HO lijf in er|)e may teUe 

nans cm uii. Of fiis lotie pe BWetues ; 

Jjaf stidefastli in lone can dwelle, 
272 His ioie is euere eendelees. 
Ood kHT him % God Bchielde paif he scbulde to helle, 

bM. )3af of lowe longinge kan nof ceesse. 

Or euere bise enemyes scbulde him qweile, 
2Td Or f)at> he so bis loue acbulde lese. 

jHuutmiDie IT Ihesa is be loue baf lastib ay. 

To him is oure longir^e. 
Ihesu Jie nyjt" tumeji to day, 
280 And derknes in-to day spryngi. 
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THE LOTS OF JEBtTS. 



H Ihemi ! finke on us now and ny, J"u, think on 
For fee we holde oure kyng" ! 

Ili«su, jeue us grace Jiat* weel may, »"* si" m 

384 To loue f e witA onte eendynge I — A-M-E-K". ttuianr. An 



["The good wyf," printed in Tlie Baiea Book, do., follows.] 



Digitized t, Google 



^e tobat ante 'goxh ^uffribc for oarc ^akc. 

[Pages 117—120, wiitten inthout breaks.'] 

llOthe jonge & oolde, vhejtir je be, 

in ciistia name good cheer fe make, 
and lifti^ np ^oure hcitis, & Be 
4 What* cure lord suffride for ouro Bake, 
as meeke as ony lombe vas he, 

eusaumple of him weel move we take, 
& to Bufre also in oure degie, 
8 & in his semice euere to wake. 

And if Dure f reendis forsake ns heero 

so fiaf we be left* al aloone, 
{Jinke on ihesas ])af bou^f ua dere, 
12 & to him make we al oure moone ; 
H For of Jtaf lord weel may we leere 

What" wrong" he auffride amoi^ hise foon ; 
Whanne hiBe disciplia fledden for feer, 
16 t^et bood no mo but* marie & iohoe. 

If ony wrong" to us be wroujt. 
Be itf i» word eifer in dede. 
Be of good hope jit" iw pi f ou3f 
20 How god may us helpe alle al? neede. 
And finke we how iheaus cn'st' us boujf, 

& for oUTO synnis hiae blood wolde blede; 
for his owne gilf was if noujf , 
24 for he dide neuei-e synful dede. 
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SB WHAT ODRE LORD SUFFRIDE FOR OURE SAKE. 

IT If wickid men do us defame, 

^inke how crist? was boi^t^ & solde ; 
to Bufire for him is no Bchame, 
18 hut him to Berue loke we be boold. 
And if men hurte ua in owe name, 

We mngf forjene, bofe jonge & olde, 
For poxij we snf&e myclie blame, 
12 crisf Bufftide moore a )>ousand foold. 

And of pouerf fiouj we wolde playne, 

for yaff we wanten wortdli good, 
)}inke we on ih««u, |iat> lord sonereyn, 
16 how poi« he heng< upon ]ie Toode, 
IT And how he atryued nof ageyu, 

buP eu«re waB meeke & mylde of mooil. 
to folewe p&\f lord we Bchulden be fayn, 
to in whal^ degre ^af euere we stood. 

& poTij we haue sorowe on ech side, 

& al aboute wrong< & woo. 
Jit snfEre meekeli, & a-bide, 
U And |)inke on ihem fnV sulfride also, 
and how he waa in ful greef drede, 

Vnto hise peyuis whanne he schulde go j 
he BuffrJde moore in hise manhede 
t8 ))an enere dide man, or eue^e schal do. 

IT Jjonj we wi'tA wrong" to deej> be broi^t", 
jif sulfraunce is a sikir way 
For |» loue of ih^^ patf ue dere boujf 
52 & deide for ue on good friday ; 
Wberfore ns {>inki^ in oure foujf 

JWt? we owre lord schulde please & pay, 
And we to eette fie world af noujf, 
B6 And anf&e we wickid men to aay. 

In ihem cnat' waa meekenes mooat, 
And Jerfore he jie maistct'e hadde, 
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SE WHAT OUBB LORD SUFFBIDB FOR OVT-B SAKE. 

And boond pe feend for al bis boosP 
60 )}af he was nenere so eore adndde. 
% Al ajens his wil & ttl hie oosf 

Adam & 6U0 with him he ladde, 
And many moo out* of ))at' cooat^ 
64 |>af weren in pnsou» ful hard bistadde. 

And if fon in ihemi haae delite, 

]>ouj al ))e world do pea aasaile. 
Do aftii fiia, & pim schalf wite 

Jwf meekenea ^Wole fee moosf availo; 
Tor who paV euSnp heere diapito. 

And meekeli a-bidi^ in paV batailo, 
it wole turns hem to greet' profite 
72 & eendlees ioie for her trauaile. 

^ If ooy man do to us a mya, 

Oi- wole in ony wise to ub offende, 
for p6 loue of ihe«u haae myrtde on [lis, 
76 & lets meekenes fi mood ameende 
vnjf ih««n criaf, as oon of his, 

And eiif&e meekeli wliat' god wole sende, 
^anae schal ws be witA him in blia 
80 ))at<euereachallastewifionteneende. A-M-E-ilf. 

[" How mankinde doo> bigTsne," pp. 58-7S (tf this Text, 
follows here.] 
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% 6rigtc mg si(f mgn: otonc Mao. 

[Lami^h MS. 853, ab. 1430 A.v.,page 226-33] 

XN my jonge age fid wieUe y was, 
Mi silf ^f tyme cowda y not knowe, 
T woldB haae my nil in eaery place, 

4 j4nd faf ha(> now bronjf me ful lowe. 
})iiike, iheau, how y am fin owe ! 
For me weere {li eidiB bofie pale & bloo ! 
To chastise me )>oa doisf if, y trowc j 

8 Y wiyte my silf myne owne woo ! 

IT I made coueDaunf , true to be, 
Fitste vhanno y baptisid waa ; 

Y toot to f e world, & wente from fee, 
12 Y folewide p6 feeud al in his traas ; 

From wrajilie and eniiye wolde y nof pas ; 
Coueitise and auatise y usid also, 
My fleische hadde bis wille, aJaa I 
16 Y wiyte my silf myn owne woo ! 

"H Now y woof y was ful wielde. 
In J»af my wil passid my witf ; 

Y was ful sturdy, & f on fnl myelde ; 
20 Ibs«u, lord, y knowe weal if. 

Of fi Uis y were ful qwytf 
If y hadde aftir pa,V y haue do ; 
But^ to pi merci y traste jitf , 
24 Y myte my silf myn owne woo 1 

' / go«s to lino 7. 
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36 t wets Mr aiLF ktn ownr woo. 

iwMpnodiDd H I was hij of lierto and stowto, 

And in my clojiing" wondre gay ; 
I lokide men sclialde vn-to me lowte 
28 Where-so faf y wento bi fe wey. 

outog onij tor Faire wommen, and good aray, 

mnuB (all dnit. 

Al myn entent* y took jier-to ; 
Ajen fi techinge euere y eeide nay ; 
32 I wite my silf myu owne woo I 

ibwMiicbM, H I tnutide more to worldli good 

))an to god faV if me sente ; 
Wed)M made me hij of mood ; 
36 Lnsf and tikyng* me ouer wente. 
■Btmiikit To gate good y trolde nof st^ite, 

mowT. Y ne ronjte how y come fie>to ; 

To ^e pooie y Jieifer ^af ne lente ; 
40 Y wiyte my silf myn owne woo I 

[pig« M.] H Lord, y hadde no diede of j»ee ; 

TiiH not, Mi grace wente away |)6tfote; 

boi TiiDQ £al^, lord, aa ]K>a boo^tiaf me, 

44 ■ So lete me neuere be f or-lore. 
mifmr» fbr nu. Fot me )iou suSiediaf peines sore ; 

paa arf my freend, and y pi too ; 
Hire num7 <m Motcy, loid I y wolo no moie ; 

™ 48 T wiyte my sili myn owne woo 1 

Timniiuiiivt ^ ])er ben .iij. poyntis of myscbeef 

])af ben confuaioun to many a man, 
Whiob ^f worohen to ber aoulia gitetf groef ; 
52 Y Bcbal hem reberaen aa y can. 

I. TiudHinDr Fooce men proud, ])af litil ban, 
E^rioh"onaJ*' li»ei wolen bo a-raied as riobe men goo ; 

\}ei bindren bem eilf & o^ir ^an, 
B6 And mowe wiyte bem silf ber owne woo. 

II. Tbecsrei- ^ A ricbe man, ^eef, IB anotMr, 
ami, )}af of coneitiBe wole nof slake ; 
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.1 WITB HY SILP HTH OWNH WO 

If he vi'tA wtoiig< bigile his brofir, 
60 Heueae blis be schaL forsake ; 

Bifore god, for ^eefte if is take, 

Al pnV with wrong he wynnef bo ; 

But^ if he here a-meendis make^ 
64 he schal wiyte him silf his owne w< 



which iritk Uixl 
[I HB. ■nil] 



U An oolde men leochotir, f e )iridde if is. 
For his complexioun wexi)) coolde ; 
If bringef fe aoole to peyne from blis, 

68 If Btincke)> on god so tnanye foalde, 
Theise .iij, faf y hane of toold 
Ben pleaainge to ^ feend onre foo ; 
Hem to use, who is so boold, 

72 May wiyte him ailf his owne woo. 

V Manye defautis god may fynde 
la Ts faf Bchulde hise seruauntis be ; 
He schewt'tA us loue, & wo vnkinde, 

76 Certis }>e more to blame he wee. 

Samme staren hroode & moun nof se, 
Synue is Jje cause if f arifi soo ; 
Suohe dieden not' god, y aeie to ^eo, 

80 And may wiyt« hem silf her owne woo. 



fl In .iij. |)ingi8 y dare weel eayn 
god Bchulde be worschipide ouer al ])irig< ; 
do rijtwijsnes wiih saerd ■with al pi mayn ; 

84 )}e ^dde is cleemieBse ia lyuynge : 
To hiechopie & cutatis paV han kepinge, 
it' is hei choige, & to lordis also, 
and if Jiei contrarie god-is biddiwge, 

88 pei may wiyte hem silf her owne woo. 



wontaipOod, 

RlghtdOTUDfilt, 



H wrong' is an hii eeete here ritf schulde be, wronf iinow«t 

merci for mys deode is putf away ; rtooiii i» 
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38 1 WITE MY eiLF MVK OWNS WOO. 

i.tcimrdrtiM letcherie haf made clennesse to flee, 

92 Loue may nof abide nyghP ne day. 
}}UB ^0 feend, y dare weel say, 
■ wole make oure freend owpe moosp foo : 

iiLaiM jonmdf man, amende fee whilis bou may, 

lenmni. 96 Or wiyte )ii silf fin owne woo. 

iimutiHinnhM ST It is no wottdir bout y be woo 

wbLHHidloirmy ' 

onnniiL myu owus wil iTiiue y wole eewe, 

& my lordis bidding" wole not doo : 
100 y am ful fals, but* he is trawe, 
CPigcHi.] And jitf he fyndif me viiiJt al )iing< newe, 

1 wru ui* duviL And y aerue fe f eend, and go him froo ; 

But* if y amende, if achal me rewe, 
104 And may wiyte my silf myn owne woo. 

IT In fire degrees f e world kepf is, 
priMta, knights, With preestis, knyjtis, and laborere, 

(iiaiiiUiuftrir And which of liem ^af doon amys, 

lej Btoag, jQg j^^. ggjjy2en if abie wondir deer. 

Bi good eneaumplis fe p-eestis Gchu]d lete 
)3o vnleemed how j^ei schulden doo : 
wid biuH Uitm. If her word & werk coorde nof in fere ; 

distna. 113 jTei mowe witB hem siU her owue WOO. 

Lradiuioiiid IT Enyjthode also, lotdis, ne ofii, 

Schulden uof be of conscience lighf , 
teipUwpoor, Jjei schulden heipe her poore suster or brojwr, 

116 And also streng)>o hem in her lygbf 
bni iiuMd aUtn Jjoru) pride & coueitise summe leesen her myjf ; 

For letcherie, grace ie kepf hem froo ; 
and "iini In in« If fei biholde her owne in-syghf , 

tiiemHiin. 120 )3ei mowe wiyte hem Silf her owue woa 






^r Jje laborer schulde truly traneile fan. 
And be rijtful bofe in woide & deede, 



Digitized t, Google 



I niTB MY BILP VYH OWHK WOI). 

And what-«uero trerkis fttif he can, 
And lesonabli to take his meede. 
Wrongfulli summe her lijf heera lede 
Among' leemed & lewde it^ ie founde so, 
And in hei laste eende if is to dredo 
]>ei mows wiyte hem silf her owne wo. 



IT Man, take hede what^ fun arf : 

Buf wormea meete ! )wu woosf weel fis ; 

Whanne Jiaf ^ er))e haf> take hia parf , 
12 Hellene and bolle schal haue his. 

If ^u doist* weel, foa goist* to blia ; 

If foudo yuel, Jiou goosPto^i foo; 

Loue ])i lord god, & ^inke on ^ia, 
J6 Or J)ou wite (li sUf fin owne woo. 

IT Now ihcra oriaf, cure aauyour : 
From oure fooa J>ou vs defende ; 
In al oure nede be oure socoor, 
10 Heere & whanne we hena wende, 
And aende us grace ao to amende, 
His bliaae fiaf we may come vnto, 
Heere to make so good an eende 
14 paff wee not* cauae oure owne woo. 
Deo graciaa. 



Chriil, dtftnd ui. 



[End of the MS. In a Inter hand is " This is wr 
Hary myndes booke, Eeeord* of John Dauis, & of bm" 
John Geoige & of Sir Kobert george fines "(1).] 
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% ^ixivits til tge Ipjiiiu itsss. 

If )iou wole be weel witli god, Jnij haiio grace 
to reule ])i l|jf, A/td come to ])e iok of loae, Hie name 
ihe#u, fastne it^ so fasf in ^iu liei-te ]}af if comeneuei-o 
4 ouf of }ii fioujf. And whanne )>ou f'pekist' to him, 
& Boist* ihesn [loni) custum, If sclial be in ]im eere 
ioie, And in fii mouji bony, ^nd in f»in herte melo- 
die, For foil achalf finke ioie to heere fe name of 
8 ilieuru be nempned*,^ swetnes to epeke if, Myirfe & 
Bougi to finke on if. If fwu finke on ih£«u con- 
tynueli, And bolde if etabli, If pnrgi)) Jjl aywne, if 
kyndelif fin herte, If claiifief fi aoule, If remeuof 

12 tmgei; if doif a-way slownea. If wyndif in louo 
fullillid of oharite. If chaaif J>e deuol, if puttif 
ouf drede, If openef heuene, if makif contemplatijf 
men bane in mynde ofte ihesu. For alle vicis & 

1 6 fantuina if puttif fro pe loaer. Also perto beile ofte 
marie bojie day & nyjf, And fanne myche ioie & 
loue Bchalf fou fele. And )wu do aftir f ia lore, }» 
needif nof greetli coueJte many bookia. Holde loue 

20 in herte & ire -werk, And (wu liaaf al fof we may 
eeie or write. For fulnea of lawe is charite : In faf 
hongij) iti 

* There is a earl of cootnictiun asior «r OTei tke aeconil e. 
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^ Song Aallclt 

larlamctttnm of ^cenMs. 

(Ziam6e(A MS. 853, oft. 1430 A.D., Pages 157—182.) 

TTTliawne marye was greet" wt'tft gabriel, wim. M«rj had 

'■ And had coMceyued & boren a childe, jhu, mii ui* 
Alle ]« deuelis of |)e eir, of er)>e, & of helle, conaoiuiiimuiD 

4 helden fer paralamenf of faf maide mylde, Him. ^'"^ 

^ Whaf man had made liei wombe to swelle. 
" To tempten hir je tendea to seelde ; 
her childis fadit who can telle, 
8 Who dide vrilk hir Jw werkis wieldet" 

II In helle |)e feendis ]foo answetide, xha Han-Danii 

" We bnev neuere fadir fial? he hadde, lua tsmi from 

Baf amongis prophetU we hane leerid "^ ' 

12 }}af god with man ha^ conenauit.t maade ; 
1[ A Beipenf in deseerf was leiid. 

So schal god-ia sone in man be had, thuood-ison 

Pe soule of him Bchal be vusperid, innnui.indto 

16 his herte to-clt>uB, and he for-bleed. 

H Jjese prophetia apeken bo in mysf , [Pigi iig.] 

What bei mento we neuere knewe ; biA Uiit ou, 

Cliriit, ihoald 

))ei spoken of oon achulde bote e;-isf, oimni t™tM»i7-. 

20 Buf maiies sone hi)te ihesu ; 
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))E DEUELI8 PERUMENT. 

H And fei Beiden faf en'sf w(t/t god achulde be 
a-twist', 
Buf pia iheeu neue?^ in f e godhede grew ; 
We ben bigiiid alle vip cure lyst*. 
24 \)e cloofi is al of auotliir hew ; 

11 And poa^ god make biee perlamenf 
Of peea, mercy, trouthe, & resouu, 
And from heaen til er|>e bis sous be seiif 
38 In mankinde to take a ceaoun, 
H We scbulen ordejne bi oon aesenf 
A pnuey councell al of tresoim, 
And clayme ihetra for oure lent^ : 
32 For faV be is kinde of man, if is good cliesuuH. 

II Write we bia name, wbejwr we spede, 
Sijwa to us be is vnknowen, 
For |)Oiij be be come of stcaunge seed, 
36 ^iV in adams grounde was he eowen. 
If Wharaie be is ripe, do we oure dede ; 
Loke we paV we bim bofe repe & mowon. 
For |)0U) god him silf onie lollis rede, 
40 Bi rijf we chalenge ihera for oure owne." 

"X'> me, maistir deuel, iflijs; 

To ibesa wole y take hede. 

To noriscbe him in manye delija, 

4+ His free] fleiache bofe to clofe & fede ; 

fl And fjonj faf he be neaere so wija, 

Jip out" of pe wey y wole him lede. 

And make of bim bofie fool and nyce, 
48 And in belle bia aoule brede."^ 

V )}us denelis ))er wilie caste 
Wi{) p^ ai^m^itis greete, 
& f ritti jeer )>ei foondid faste 

■ This line added at bottom. 
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)k dbuilib pbslavxnt. 

fi2 To tempte ibera in manye Ein hete. 
H " In to a wiidimeH wi'tA ihesus y paste, 
Of him knowliciie for to gate. 
And faulty daiea ^eie he faate 

66 Wi)>oute sleep, drinie, or meete." 



1[ pe maistir deael wondre ^;te 
Of ihesns stalwor|ie complexioun ; 
Bi maTtnya fode lyuede he noujte, 
60 But bi praiets and deuocioun. 

1[ " But whamne he bigan to huf^«r, ae me ])ou;t<. 
To tempte him Jianne y made me boun : 
' Lo, heeie be etoonya hard y-wroujte, 
64 Make heiof breed, y aeide, to mannis foiaonn.' 



V ' FoTso^,' ihe»a eeide, 'not* oonli in breed 
is verrili mannis piopir Ijuyng", 
Buf in enery worde of fe godhede 
68 To body and eoule is conmfortynge.' 

H Ypon an hij pinnacle f)anne y him bronjte. 
And leff him ^eip, and leep a-downe. 
And aeide, ' saue fee harmelees, lyme & heed, 
73 And kife now niaiatrtea while (urn aif jonge, 

H If ^ov be god-is sons, lete se ; 
Of ))ee is writen longe a-goon, 
" Aungils in hondia schuUen beete fee 
76 Lesf Jiou spume (li foof af a stoon." ' 
H Quod ibeni, ' in holi writt* poa maisl^ se, 
Tempte noV pi lord god lyuynge aloone ; 
Wif al fi myghf and fi pooste 
80 f}on Bchalf him serae, and o|>ir noone.' " 



ur ThH Li> Uielr 
uid> lut Thou 



IPlg»H 



1[ J)e deuel sij if myghf nof geyn ; 
Of ihesa his puipos he gan mys ; 
He broa;te him til an hi; mounteyn, 
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PERLAMBKT.' 

II And bad him do aa ha wolde wys. 
IT And fere he Bcliewide him upon jiaf pleyn, 
lewels, ritchesse, and worldli blieae ; 
■ wmhip me, anti " 'Worsohipe me here, & bicome my awayn, 

88 And y schal jeue fee al this." 

'Bttou, suu, IF " Go, sathanas I from blis fou fllf, 

From heuene riche, ]fa,V rial tour I 
Tiif i-iird ood It' is writen oonli in holi writt' 

iianoDr.' 9'2 ' fji lord god fou flchalt' honour.' " 

'AiM.'«idiii» H "Alas," q«od be deuol, "where hasf bon bat^ 

"■■■ witti 

})i wordia are bittir, Jii werkis aren sour, 
'I un Mr> bit, I ]}i conolusioun so soore me kuyt, 

m titncii.' 96 I abood neuere eo echarp a schour." 

[?<«• m] V be deuelifl eadiiden ber irreet' frame, 

Aoln Ilia I>«LI. . , , , , , 

bdd Ui^ I'viim. And heelden per perlamenf in fe myet'. 

•Banuonaii " Octn wolde rifloe ua af bame, 

«uriioBw.' 100 And gadere fe flour out* of oure gryef; 
f Keewo gilours wolde waite ns echame, 

On» hit nuns Oon[ys] men clepid him iohud fe baptisf , 

Unptiit, iiitu But? now be ha)) turned, ihe«us ia hia name ; 

Chriii. 104 paif first" bijte ibesu, now is clepid erysfr. 

Ha hu OHH V I si} him neuere rage ne plawe, 

But* euere in stabilnea he is ay, 
And Btreitely kcpif god-is lawe, 
108 And fltijfly wtf-stoondi|i myn assay; 
H To werkis of vice wole he nof drawe ; 
A wondir worde y herde him aay, 
)}e greef temple he wolds doun frawe, 
112 And reise if (^en on fe Jiridde day. 

IT Whanne he was bom, wondria bifel ; 
Ouer al was pees, bofe eesf and west*, 



U on Uu tblrd 
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In rome of oile pere eprong* a welle, 
116 Vrom tristiuer^ to tybre it* ran prest'. 
^ In rome per tempUs doun felle, 
jjei mawmetis diden al to-breet, 
Atmgils to scheperdis glorie gan telle— 
120 ' In er])e, to al mankinde, l>o))e peea & reef.' 

^ pe emperotir in Tomn stood bije, 

)}re Eunnia in oon he aij Bchyninge clere, 
In )ie my ddis of bent a maiden be sije 
124 A man cbilde is her armsB beere. 

IT J36 emperow & eek sibile spoken propbesie. 
And Jiei acordiden bofie in feere, 
And eeiden 'god-is sone mankinde Bchulde bie; 
128 If is >e tokene, fe tyme neijef neere.' 

V Also )ire kingis come fro fer, 

To woTScbipe ibesu al pei sou^te ; 
))af reisid eroudie herte fiere 
132 J)em to slee, for J>ei so wroujte. 

V Bi Jie li}tnynge of a, sterre, 

To ihemi alle Jto presentia fei bronjte ; 
Homevard an aungi) tanjte hem nerre 
136 A-uofer wey [lan ^i had Jmujte. 

IT Jjawne y councellid eroud wttA-inne a while 

To distroie J» fonner prophesie, 

Jjaf alle men children in towne & pile 

140 to slee Jiein, faf ihesus mygbf -with hem die. 

IT He ascapide in to egipt" ; in fat" while 

))ei mawmetie fil doun from an hije ; 

be knew my fioujte, & si) my gilee, 

144 y myghte not" hide me from hia yje. 

IF To tempte ihe»u if wole not* availe ; 

Of f e Torldis good haj) be no neede ; 

' Is this Traitewre. 



[all; Idolibrolia. 
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46 ])K DEDEU8 FBRLAHENT. 

I leese on him eo mycLe trauiule, 
tkemonivork. 148 pe moie 7 so woTche, pe wotso y apede; 
^ Wt'tft fie scharper a-eautis y him assaile, 
)je lasBB of me he Btoondif in drede, 
be bolder in bikii 7 biddo him hntaile, 
hHdiDM. 152 ))e lasse of me be takiji hede. 

If I tempt H(m H For if y tempts him in wrajife or pride, 

Wi)) paciesce and mekenes he scinfiti]) me ; 

toiKhery, If J tempte him to letcherie, y muste me hide, 

chuutf. 156 He voidi)) me of -wiy chastitee. 

[Pug* 185.] 11 In alotenie & enuve wole he not" abide, 

ohiritj, Buf 18 euere m meeure and m chantee ; 

uid Kill not ba In coueitise & auarise wole he not* ride, 

160 buf is euere in laigenes and in pouerte." 

t on-i nuke Him H J)e deiiel seide, "neifer in hoop ne coolde^ 

P ? ooote, •pooie.] I ni*y ■lot' make him etnmble ne falle ; 

Htmnm-wmtto I nyste him neuere goo to scolee,^ 

) HIT kin ugn- 164 And ^it oonis y si^ him epute in }ie Bcoole halle : 
the DiKton, H He satte him silf on fie hi^esf stoole. 

And argued a J ens ])e mai stria alle ; 

Summe callid him wijs, samme callid him foole, 
Ood'ison. 168 Buf 'goddis sone' he him eUf dooj) calle. 

U Hise werkis passen mannie kinde, 
H« iDBkH the For crokid & creplis he maki^ rijf ; 

For deef, & dombe, & boren blynde, 
gtwiiRiittoiiie 172 he jeuefi hem speche, heeryng*, & sight*, 
nadi™, H "Woode men, he ^euej) hem fer mynde, 

And maki)) mesels hool and lijf ; 

A l^onn of feendis in a man be dide finde, 
rtwu,. 176 Alle he dtofe onf Jionij his myghP. 

[PMreiwj H Wiyn of watir he makib blyue, 

intoirtnti And doofi manye a wondir dede, 
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Wi^ two fyscbis, aod louea fyne, KMaiMOmMi 

180 fyue fKnuand men y saw} him fede. udSnimiH, 

IT Twelne leepia of releef f erof dide Jrine i«Timt it buk 

To men, womeo, & children, fat- hsddeii nede ; 

Deed men he teisid from dee]) to Ijue, 

184 And jiV veii}) he neu«re bnf 00 wede. otnoitit. 

H He handlif neifer money ne knyf, 
Neifier in synne desiri]) he ony woman to kis; H«d»iirMno. 

Baf oonia ha eaued a weddid ynjf, tairtmua 

188 In aponsebriche ))at^ hadde doon mys. iduiunH. 

H He ie so wondiiiul in lijf, He \t iikIi > 

I can not^ knowe weel what^ he is ; nuki dm aiui 
I wolde we hadde eeudid oare etriif ; 

1 92 He is oute of oure hookis, & we onf of his. took^ 
2.1 
A. fibte. jP1i])en y him first* tempte bigan, 

" I sii him nonere chaunge hewB ; iinmnrtirti. 

' Him chuia* 

Oonys he had me ' go, foule sathan ! ' miour, uxiugii 

196 Euere-more fat^ repreef y rewe. m^ 

H In werkis he is good, in peraoone a man ; l^^g' if-1 

Lijk to him y neuere noon knewe. "'"i i^tviiei 

"Where lemed he al Jie witf faf he can ! irf«« com. im 
200 For euery day he doo]) wondris ueewe. 

H I folewide him oonys to a place, 

To a moHnteyne upon aD hijte ; <>■«" ' •■" nti 

Petii, iames, & iohfi, ])ere was, oithPiw, 

204 Ely & moysea stood fere np rijt". eiiu, ki^d h'«: 

H I wolde haue seen ibtvu-is face; hh tk« ■nont 
But* y m^f nof, if schoon bo br^f ; 
In ^e sooffasV sunne closid it' was, 

208 )» brijf beemys blenf my s^f. ,„''. 

H To lette fe propbesie soone y went", i tf^^ H" Jew: 

pt iewis to slee ihe«n y ^ hent chois ; kiuing Jeeu. 

' Apparently t in red, partly cut, before "A fittc." 
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If Ha ^« on til* If he die on fe roode, we schnl be echenf : 

ruLiwdi Miiitu 212 I wolde not ftaf Jwi hadde jeue fat? voia. 
tiisir'Cradfr H Me was woo for faf ingeraenf, 

ptinWtwisio Of 'crucifuge' to heete fe noiee; 

Pilatia wijf y bad bisily jene tenf 
316 J3af ihesa were not" doon on Jw ciois, 

BuuhTj^-bur. ^ ''*" ** ^^'"*' ^"^ ^'^® "^^^'^ S""*^^ 

hiMHiuim, Fals witnes vpon him Jiei berid, 

l^^M^iH.™ ^""^ "^"''^ ^"^ "I*" !■« "«^''' 

*i^ 220 And peyned him fere til J>af he deied. 

H Yndir hia liff aide y my ailf stood, 
I lookvi ibirp And aftii Lis Boule fnl naruj a-spied ; 

bntooouiii-iMe I wiaf neuere wbidir if jode; 

224 "Whanne he if up jaf, ao manly be cried ; 

Tb. ion Mid moon H he sunne & moone loaten ber lighf, 

f e elementis foujten as leif of fimdir, 
untKfth Jie erjie qwoke, and mounteynes an higUf, 

228 Valeis, & stoonys, bursten a-sundir ; 
dnd mm aoH. 51 Dede men risen foruj his my)f 

To bere witnes of f af wondir ; 
I lou mj num. My mynde fiulid, y loste my aijte, 

232 I nyate how soone y came fer vndir. 

uidion'ikiiixir fl Ihem U Boule is wente, y woof no* where. 

when Hit Hul it ' 

goM IB. So prt'uely itf dide from me passe ; 

"Whanne his herte was firllid v/itA a spere, 
236 Jianne wyst^ y weel who he was. 
[Pagt 199.] 51 Ordeyne we us wib al ouie Kere, 

But w. mnil g«l ■'. . _ ' * ' 

rmdj all oar For hidir he fjnki^ to make a race ; 

■cbuk'iu. Arise we alle faf ben bounden heere, 

defence. 240 And foond we to defende oure place. 

If Bt coow., w> 51 For if pai/ he wole hidir come. 

We achulea foonde euery-choon, 
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Alle to-gidere, bojie hool & some, 

214 To teer him from fie top to fQ toon." latMrHiniiv 

IT prnma eeide lucifer anoone, LuniriT .lad, 

" If is but" WBMt? to speken so ; hii ipirtri/m 

Jje spiriP of him is now hidit come „«. '"™ ° 

218 leoi to worcheu ua alle woo." 

^ Jjere as f e goode soulia diden in dwelle, Tin D>viii 

))ei cheyned ]i« jatis, and barred hent faste ; bami tu g>ie> 

" A I now," ihemi aeide, " je princis felle, nnu wen, 

253 Opeiie]> ])e ^tia jNif euere schal laste, -pnllDHhii.ai 

IT And leti^ in jottre king' of blia to helle," SjSlJo'fBii 

J3e deuelis axid Lim fjanne in haste, Th»D«Til» uv 

' ' Who is >6 king of blis Jwu doosf of telle ) oTu'Jtr' " 
256 Wenesf )n>u to make UB alle a-gaatel" 

f " Strong' god and king' of myght, [Pun iJu.j 

I am lord and king* of blis, oirUi. ■•nd « 
OuM-comer of deef, myghti in fight* I 

260 Eaetlaetynge jatis, opeaef wighf I Brwiuiiiig 

IT BoJie pees, mercy, troupe, & righf, qnichlf. 
I bioujt< tbem at oon, & made ^em to kis ; 

Euerlastynge jatis, openef on highf , i«t i" your kh 

264 And lete in ^onre kiitg< to take onf bis ! mm. 

IT For y, fe sonle of ihe«u criatf, am come hider, i. chrirft kdI 

Witnes ferot, my body in erf e lief died, mj md^ ]i« 
And fe holi goost witA )« soule togider 
268 i)aV neuere schal parte from fe godhede. 

IT In heuen blis je etooden full slidir ; vt ion Hunn 

Jjotuj prtde je offendid my fadrts bede ; Hiinihrcii«h 

Mannis soule for meeknes schal come \iitler, p«mh;wi 
272 Jjei-e as je feendis forfetid jMif stide." 

51 Jjanne seide lucifer, " god dide forbede Latifcr aid, -a 
To adam in paradiis bul? oon tree. 
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Aduo la H«u iDr And peyno of deef to haue for paV dede, 
276 And aftir in helle euere for to be ; 

[Pm«i'i-] it Aiid bou art come of adam aeed, 

Adiun-i H*d, and berfore hi riohf we chalen™ bee, 

wicWmrhw. 1, , , ,. ° . 

ThHtiinonluR £^01' in holi wntf boa made rede. 



(hnnHell.- 



Uu li ndnmd. 



' In helle is no remedie.' ' 

% Iheeu eeide, " lacifer, aoop ^ou tellist< me ; 
Buf ^ou wooBt nof \\ silf how 
)}ere is a boonde helle, haf ^is ia free, 
284 )}e boond belle was otdeyned for ;ou j 
IT For f af (tnf man forfetid )toruj a tree, 
tloruj a tree ajen hoi^t is be now. 
))ou madist;< him synne, Jie peyne longi)) to ^, 
288 For fou waitiaf neuere good to mannia prowj, 

% Lucifer, Jrou me vndir-nome. 

And Beidist' y was of ^e seed of adams kyn ; 
forso^e y ouf of [le godbede come, 
292 And took fleisch & blood a maiden wttA-inne. 
IT for as of Jie aeed of erfe f«- Bpringi|> blome. 
So mette we, & partid wijioute synne : 
))in argument is fals, bo is }ii doome ; 
296 Bi whaP right- woUisf fou me wynne % 

IT Who was cheef of fi councell 

In heuen whanue fou forfetidiaf )ie blisl 
In paradiia adam (ndu dedisf assaile, 
300 And t«mptidist< him to forfete his ; 
IT And y in bis quorel took bataile 
Ajen my fadir to amende his mys, 
Wherfor of fi purpos |iou achalf faile, 
304 forthi }ii quarel noajt* it is." 

H )}anne lucifer answeride ageyn, 
" Whi apekisf fou so to me beere J 
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It? is buf wantowue worclis in veyn ; 
308 I tvowe fpou comesf hidir us to fere. 

^ Siinityroe wharme y was i» heiion. an hi;, 

Jjat? faP y Jere loste for my pride, cei-tejD, 

Heere-aftii y hope ful aikirly 
312 For to come to Jtatf Wis ageyn." 

IT Crisf iham epak to gathan Uio, 

And seide to him in ^is maaere, 

" If is but waasf to spoken so, 

316 Or ony suche wordis to seie now h(we. 

5f paV tyme while J)ou in heuen were, 

Ful niyche ioie haddisf f ou tho ; 

For alle |ii felawis, glad were Jiei fere, 
320 Buf rijf soone if was ouer-goo." 

IT Lucifer apak to him ^oyn. 

And seide to him wttA wordis sere, 
" In Jiia place y haue dwellid i» woo & peiiif 
324 Moore Jian Jtis .iiij. fiousand jeere ; 
IT Helpe me to (laf bJis ageyn 

J)e which y loste for my pride fere, 
for Jtfire if ia myrie in certeyn 
328 To wonye wif rial aungila clere." 

T " I seie pee, lucifer, y schal fee telle, 
Or euere ony fing* was wrought" — 
Heuone or erfe, eii or helle, — 
332 Forsofe foo y made fee of noughf, 
IT In heuew whanne foil stoodbf ire wele, 
I made ))ee abouo aungils alle, 
Buf ferof raujf fou neuei-e a deel, 
336 Suche pride in fin herle gan felle. 

IT In heuen whanne fou were af fi wille, 
J>ou myjtisf haue he in pees & restc ; 
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I took (lee tnj se«te fal etille, 

310 It" to jeme fou were ful prest"; 
IT And while y wente where me list", 
And come a^en a-noon in hijc, 
})ou seidisf f af Jwu were worfiesf , 

344 And to eitte peia as weel as y ; 

IT And (itm repentidiat" fee neu«rmore, 
But euere aggregidisf fi treepas. 
Adam wepte & sijcde soore, 
348 And askid mercy & oile of grace ; 
IT My fadir sende me hidir ferfore, 
Vpon a tree leete deef me chase, 
A spere ])ornj myn herte gan boore, 
352 & leete onf Jie derworfiesf oile faf euere wt 

H In my fadris name of heuene 
Opene fie jatis a^ens me ! " 
Aa lijf of leite, and |iundii leeme, 
356 ]7e jatis to-huiste, and gan to flee ; 
IT God took ouf adam and eue ful eueue, 
And alle hise chosen companye. 
pe prophetis seiden wttA niylde ateuene, 
360 " A song" of wondris now synge w&" 

IT " A, ha 1 " seide Adam, " my god y se ; 
He |)af made me wi)i his hond ! " 
" I ae," seide noe, '' where come)) hee 
364 |3ati sauede me bofe on watir & londe ! " 
H Quod abraliun, " y se my god so free 
ttati aauede my sons fro bittir bande .' " 
])o seide moyiei, " )iese tablis he bitook me 
368 His lawe to preche and vndirstande I " 

IT Quod Sanid, " we spoken of oon so grym 
Jpat" achulde breke Jie brasen jatis," 
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Quod Zaoliarie, " & his folk out< nym, ■■ 

373 AjiA leue )>ej'e stille )io ])af he hatis." 

H Quod symeoB, "he lijtne> his folk in dym, i 

Lo where derknes Bchendi)) her atatia. 

]io eeide iohiu, "]>U lomb, j spak of him, ' 

376 J)af al fe worldis ayone a-batys." 

% Ouie lord them took bi be hond. 
And broujt fern to )ie place of Wis, i 

And seide to them, j vndir-stoude, i 

380 " J)is bargeyn y hane bouji" her, Jiis ; 
H For liche & pore, free and bonds 

J>af wole axe grace and ameende ^er mys, = 

Schulen be wit7i 3011 heere pleyande 
361 In my kingdom, heuene bUe." 

H Thus ihesTia crisf harewide belle, i 

And ledde hise louere to paiadijs : 
Of fo ojtero hellis wolde he not" melle, 1 

388 Where feendia blake bounden lys, i 

1i And where dampned aonlia euere achulen dwelle ■ 
J)aP wolen nof do weel, btif euere be nyce, 
Tnimentid wttA horible deuelia of heUe i 

392 |Mf eomtjme were aungils of prijs. 

f Helle reprened (to Jie deuel aathan, i 

And hombli gan him dispice, < 

"To me fiou arf a echrewide captayn, 
396 A combrid wretcbe in eowardise." 
IT J)o seide lucifer, " sifen {« world bigan 

I haue bronjt^ hidir manye a greet* price < 

Hidlr into belle of al kinde of man, 1 

400 Bojie Jie false, foolia, and fe wise. 

H Helle, 80 woraehiplde neuere f ou were j 

If ])oa cowdiat^ hane ^epf )iec ago ; 
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I bioujte pee, Iwjie god & man in fere; 
40i Whi were fou bo nyco to leete Mm gol" 
fl Quod helle, " not* wifi f i poowere 

I myjte not* weme him oon of tho ; 

He took out" alle paif were him dere ; 
408 I myjte iiof Ictte him, |)ouj he wolde mo." 

fl Qwod belsabub, " y bnrrid fiil faste 
|3e jatis wttA lok, oheyne, holP, & pyn ; 
And wiV* oo word of his wyndis blaste 
412 Jjei broken vp, and he came ynne. 
*i He boond me, and downe me caste ; 
if is to us no bote to stryue witA him ; 
Whanne fe dreedful doome is come & paste, 
416 Oure eendelees peyne is [larane to bigyrene." 

H Jjoiij |)e iewis dide ihesu to die, 
Jif on |)e ^ridde day he roos to liif ajen ; 
If was to him moore victorle 
420 J)an fiowj be hadde alle fe iewis sieyn. 
fl Suwime were glad w]ia«ne fiei him siie, 
Summe were sory, auTJune were fayno, 
And Bumtyme in oon companye 
424 Amonge .t, hundrid he was seyn. 

H Of oynement" ful manye a drope, 
Matie mawdeleyne to ihe^u sche bioujte ; 
Ibesu wente fro a litil a-slope, 
428 And seide, " niawdeleyn, towche me nou3f." 
H Alie hise diaciplis weren in wanhope ; 
For to conmforte them ihesu ^oujte. 
And .bad hem hiae woundis handle & grope, 
432 " I haue fleisch & blood ! bo spiritua haue noujf." 

H Thomas was of righf hard bile«ue 
Til he hadde spoke wi(i iheau tho : 
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IhesQ spak 'wi)i woidis breue, 
436 " Come hidir, thomas, & speke me to ; 
H For here fou maiat' now fo aoojie preue, 

How |iaf y on J>e roode waa y-doo ; 

And he )iaf nille nof on it bileeae, 
440 Sohal be dampned to peine for euermo." 

H Jjanna seide ihega v/ip myelde speche 
To bise diaciplis, " y wole ^e goo 
To alle creaturis abonte, to precbe 
444 Myn upriBynge, to freende & foo ; 
1[ And fo Jjaf bileeueii fiaf je teecbe, 
Bodies and Boulis eaued ben tboo ; 
And fio Jjatf bileeuen not", y aeie to eche, 
448 JX) Bchnlen for euere to peine goo. 

H From jou, feendis schulen flee for my name ; 
Eddris & venjm schal from jon Steele; 
])ouj je drinke poisoun, it< scbal not^ jon tame, 
452 Keijier harme 5011, ne noo greef feele. 
V I schal newe tnngis in ;oa frame 
Alle maner of langagis for)> to dee]e; 
And fo faf je touche, sike ot lame, 
456 Body and aoule y wole bem heele." 

H Oure lord, aftir his resurrccciouw, here 

In erfie he was forsofe dwellynge 

Til hooly jjursday comen were, 

460 \)a,V he atij to heuene, where be is kiwg*. 

H Af fe dreedful doom, wifKraV leaing*, 

Bo|)e quycke and deede fere schal be deme. 

God jeue us grace in oure Iy«ynge 

464 To serue onre god, & marie to qweeme. 

H Of alle |)e children fmf euere were bonm, 
Saue oonli criaf him silf a-loone, 
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thihouait child VTaa no on bo holi here bifom 

BapUi^whii 466 As was bis hnli child seynt' u^un 

UHludCliiM _ , , . .. , , . - . , 

Ti paif baptisid cure lord in flom loidon 

Wi]i ful deuouf & good denodoiin, 

And after for ihesia lone to deep gan goon, 

■uddMbrHiia. 472 And Buffride ful mjrkil passioon. 

chrw.Hwwd IT Now Bchol y telle wttA fnl good cheero 

Of Jaf holi asaumpcionn 

Of his bleeaid modir dere, 
tdwnnptohn 476 How sche vds taken np WttA greef denociomt 

[F>gi 181.] IT Vnto hir bleesid sone, as his wil were, 

b; inctii, utd ))af perto sente hise auugils a-down, 

& vp )>d baren |>at< maiden cleere ; 
QuemotKHnn. 480 Queene of heuen |>ere J>ei dide Mr crowne. 

■hiiiiuth* 1[ )}anne alle aungUs ^f it-ere in heaens 

" ""* "Were at? Jie crownyng" of fat maide free, 

And Bongen alle wi'tA mylde steuene 
oiorjioQnd. 484 "Gloria tibi domine." 

IF fjaf is a soi^ of ioie and bliese I 
u>y <>• 111 M God ^eue ns grace f af sijf to se. 

Of his mercy fat* we noujf mysse, 
488 Qui natuB es de viigine. 

Till! Halt ta IT ()is song" Jtaf y haue snnge jon heeie, 

jtorin ptria- Is clepid ' Je deuelis perlamenf : ' 

Q/iibtiiniBaudaf Jietot is Ted in tyme of ^eere 

492 On fe first* Sunday of clene lent*. 
HtwhonMiM if Who-80 wole haue heuen to his hire, 

thuii kHp ci«r EepB he him from fe deuelis combirment ; 

In heuene his soule may fere be sure 

496 Wif auDgils to pleie vetamenf. 

[Pjgs laa.] f Jjis lessoun was made bnf late ; 

Oiiie in tbki uit. ]3Bre bon no triflis in fis tale ; 
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pe deuelis booaf |ma gan he bate, Thiiuiiow 

500 Oure curteis crista, oure king* rinle. tii« joavu. 

H He heipe uh in alia aP heuene jate, m«,i h« Mr 

Wi)) aeintis to aitte jiere in sale 1 keep u out n 

Crisf I kepe ua ouf of hatme and hate^ 
504 Foe )>iD hooli splrif so apecial ! 

Explicit porlameiLtiiM of feeodis. 



[The Diaiorie printed in The Baheea Boot, oi Mannan £ 3Ita!>, 
iv., followa here.] 
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g\t ptror cf % leriobs of 
Itaii's lift. 



BIDS OF THE VIKTUE3 AND VICES FOR THE 
SOCL OF MAN. 

[lAmbeth MS. 853, &b. 1430 A.D., pages 120-lM), mitten 
wtihont br«aks, till neaj' tlie Lottoiu of p. 131, na marked by the 
iiisettiug of the esau lines here.] 

TTOw maiikintle doof bigyntie 

^^ ia wondir for to scryue so ; 

In game he is bigoten in synne, 
4 Jm child is fe modris deedli foo ; 

Or fei be fuUi partide on tweyno. 
In pfiT-elle of deed ben bo^ two. 

Pore he come fe worlde wi't/i-ynne, 
8 Wiji eorewe & poue*-f oute schal he goo. 

Xn wyntir njjif or y wakid, 

In my sleep y dreemed fo ; 
I saw a child modf'r ^nakid, 
13 New bom fe modir fro. 
1, AI aloone, as god him makid, 

In wildimease he dide goo, 
Til two in gouernaunce if takid, 
16 An aungil freende, an aungil foo. 

Quod fie world to Jie child, " how many foolde 

Hasf fou broujf richesset now late se : 
J)ou schuldist deie for hiingei' and coolde 
20 Buf y leute mectc & clofc to fpte : 
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I wole ftee fynde til fou be ool Je ; How would iic 

How Wolf Jiou quyte if me 1 " 
Quod deateine, " he is bou}f & eoolde." 
34 Qiwd deof, " his eende make schal we." 

Quod J>e child, "y come poore Jte world v/i\A- TUtcum: 

To pursue a vondirful eritage : 
Nakid out? of Jw wykef of ayrene, 
2S Of the perellis of streite passage, 

To eeke deef y dide bigynne, tonwkDsaiii 

JJat ilte dredfiil pilgrymage, 
Mi body & soule to parte a tweyne. tadivomm^Biiui 

32 To make a deuourse of liaf maringe. 

Iji^tnesse, stTeQ)ie, corage & bowte, Boirir nini, and 

p& comaundementis fiaf god bede ; menu, 

Liisf, liking*, & iolite, tii» Piwmmof 

36 .vij. werkia of mercy ^and [» crede, [> pags im.i 

Veyn glorie, flaterynge, and vanyto, WorkioTMtrcj' 

Sowowe, Kijing*, loue, & drede, 

To the child her seniice profren he, oiidnoieidihs 

40 For helle peyne or heuene moede, orheu. 

Xlianne come oon & stood ful stille, rnwoUiMji, 

And his seruice profride he : 
" Jiese f olke wolde ^i silfe spille 
44 To make pee botide ; y wole make fee free. i "in nmkt iii« 
)3ei han Jiee taujf bojte good & ille ; 

From her couiieel fasf Jiou flee, iByB nu oibc™, 

For my name is freewille ; 
48 Le«e alle hem & folowe me." Miid (oiiow mt. 

Ane jonge ehilde in studie stood, 

And in herte wittis soujte. 
Conscience mengid his mood, ccMtcieHM mf*. 

52 " Mi fair ehilde, what* hasf pou foujt' I 
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I am Conacience, knowe yuel & good, 

We two to rekenynge musi? be broujf : 
Biwaarel free wille wole make pea woode; 
56 Free wille witAouten witte is noujf. 

X^ot my name is Conscience ; 

To knowe me )>ou musf bigynne ; 
Diacrecioun is my science, 
60 Vicis & Vertuee ^to voide a twynne. 
A-queyute }ie weel with Prudence, 

He ledij) eJIo vertuea ouf & inne; 
Bi waar of ricbelees, for he wole make diffence, 
64 For he is leder of al synne. 

IT Whanne J>e child was .vij, jeer olde, 
Passyng* sowkyng* of milke drewis, 
}}o good aungil }o childe dide weelde ; 
68 Al vertu to him fan soone he schewis : 
" To fadir & modit honour Jhjti jeelde ; 

Lone god, & drede, and be of good f ewis." 
)}e wickid aungil bad him be boold 
73 To calle bojte fadir & modir schrewis. 

Pe good aungil badde him " be mylde 

From al woo, if wole fee werre : 
p&V man may hije bousis bilde 
76 JJaf his tunge can weel fo^bee^^e." 

Quod fe wickid aungil, " while fou arf a child, 

Vfith Jii tunge on folk fou bleeie ; 

Course of kynde is for joufe to be wilde, 

80 To beete alle children, and do hem deerre." 

ihna af 'vij. jeer age childhood bigynnes, 

And folowttA folies many fooM ; 
Aftirward his childhode blynnea ; 
Bi Whanno ho ia fooitene jeet oolde. 
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jMnne knowliclie of nianhode he Wynnes, 

))e . vij. vettnes wi)) him vonne wolde ; Tun tha Bn*n 

Jeanne come)> ])e .vij. deedli aynaes B.nn Hocui 

i8 "WitJi ^ wickid aongil housholde to holde. 

Quod lesonn, " in age of .xx. jeer, ' 

Goo to oxenford, or leme lawe." ■ 

Quod liist<, "harpe & giterne fere may y leere, i 
12 And pickid etaffe & buckelere, Jiere-wif to 

At taoenie to make wommen myrie cheero, > 

And wilde felawis to-gidere dtawe, < 

And be to bemond' A good equyer 
i6 AI ny}f til ]» day do dane." 
Quod conscience, " \iaV axi)) coosf j 

]>e mooie fxm spendisf, ^e lease po^i hasf ; 
))i tyme, ^ leemynge bo)ie ben looef , 
)ji freendia good foM spendisf in waasf." 
Quod lusf to conscience, " jou^ so muete ; 

3ou}jo can nof kepe him diasf." 
"Good conscience, goo preche to fe poaf, 
i \)i conncel Baueri]> nof my tasf. 

"on^ Conscience bidde me l>e stille, 

I wole holde f or))e }aV y bigan ; 
Al my Insf y wole fnl-fille, 
8 I wole Bpaie no womman ; 

Conscience wolde binde me to skille. 

And make me bia bondman. 
Paieweel Conadence I weelcome frewille ! 
3 I wole leme no more good )>an y caa" 

B ow vicis & vertaes wole not< alake, 

Ifow man is -xx. wyntir in age : 
Quod pride, " no man fou foreake, 
6 I wole fee sette in J« h^esP stage." 
' bemond ia the name of a dog : 
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Quod gloteiiye, " iiyjt & Jay Jiou wake; 

Ete late & eeili iw outrage." 
Quod leocherie, " {)i seed richelees Jjou echake, 

And make no foice of no maiiage." 

Quod MTa}t|)e, " loke Jwu liere fee bolde ; 

What man fie« leene. His heed foa breeaf." 
Quod enuie, " fi foofe fou holde, 

1 And piii-sue 'for to pasae fe beesf," 
Quod sloujie, " in joufie, or fou be oolde, 

Leeme for to take fi reesf." 
Quod Coueitise, "wynnen y wolde." 
8 Quod auorise, " locke mo in fi cheestf." 

Apparaile fe pi-oplrli," quod Pride, 

" Loke |)i pockettia passe )io leogisi^ gise ; 
Slatre )ii clothis hope schorte & side 

2 Passiinge alle opera mennis sise ; 
And whei-e faf Jon goo oufe** ride, 

Do no reuereiice to foole ne wise ; 
Late no poore neijbore Jiryue (>ee biaide ; 
6 AJle oper mennis councel loke pon dispise." 

Bi waate," quod Meakenes, " how pride doof 

He jeuef buf woo & wyssche to wage ; 
Of auDgelis bewte pe prija was his ; 
In heuene on |>e bijeaf stage. 

He wolde haue peerid wttA god of blls ; 
Ifow is he bi belle moosf loo^li p^e. 
pa.V feendis forfetid fot her mys, 
i Is now meeke mannis eritage." 

l(uod wraffe, " From fat" councel flee, 

Jmu arf 8talwor))e, joage, and lijte, 
Of all quarellis medle ]>oa pea 
B Eo)ie of WTOUge & of rijte. 
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Who dar bete fee, nay lete be, 

Riche or poore, weike or wijte, 
Loke Jwu bere fee boolde on me, 
152 And s foi fee wole chide & flijte." 

"anne up stood Facieiis, 

" As wrajife biddijt do nof soo, 
For wra|))ie hajt no Conscience, 
156 He makij) ech man oferis foo ; 
j3eMf»Vt he getif his dispeiice, 

flat Echulde be freende, to make hem tuo. 
Praie god, he be fi diffenco, 
160 )jaf )wjQ benot'founde in ))e noumbre of ft 

Quod ennie fanne, " y wole fee leere 

To make (li lord to fee tame ; 
Be homeli, & rowne in his eere, 
164 And bringe tiewe folk in fals fame. 
Make him Jii augef, to Jtee to swere 

]}af he schal not* diecare pi name ; 
So make him fals mtnosse to bere, 
168 And gete fee lichesse wi]; god-Is grarae." 

Jeanne up rooa a BOiwreyn uertu 

}3af is olepid Charitc : 
" Loke fo\L nof hise maners sue, 
172 For god-is enemy sofeli is he. *. 

Do foa to euery man faf is due 

As foa woldisf he dide to fee." 
Quod Coueitise "and alle folk were ti'ewe, 
176 Manye a man schulde neueii) fee. 

iJaste fee faete to Coueitise, 

Make sotil )>i wittis, & foi^e wilis, ' 
And proue fst\f trewe men be nyce, 
180 For ao fe fala fe trewe bigilis ; 
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Siich be« woischipid & Iiolden viae, 

Ipei pnicliaBea liem tovneB, moners, & pilis, 

And trufe wolde wit« where fi loidschip lija ; 
Make beggis bi-twene jou, and no stills." 

Quod largenes in almesse dede, 

" Coueitiae councollif }iee am js. 
Jeue to fie pore, & )iou schalt* spede 

))e bettir, fe gospel asip pis ; 
For at' pe dooms jiere paa achalt' drede, 

Crisf wole reherse of pee y-wys 
J)3 wetkis of me™, as clerkia reede ; 

If pov haef doon hem, poa gooef to blis." 

lH°"i louB Jii wombe," quod Gloteny, 

" Leie mete upon meete, & ete faste ; 
Buf leue not J)i crummea drye, 

Drinke po\i tU )ie ful flood be pagt^. 
Leae clennesee, & use hoilotrie, 

Buf neuere a day loke fou ne faate ; 
In pi wombe make pi tresorie. 

Of peen'iB ]Kmue yon scbalf not> be agast<." 

l:(uod ^eaure, " man I baue me in mysde. 

God made man enget' to leBoun ; 
Waf tume)) a man to beestis kinde 

Buf etynge & drynking" ouf of aesoun t 
Drunkelew folk ben gooetU blinde ; 

For faute of witf her lijf is geeoun ; 
In ydil oofiis waaten fei her -wynde : 
i To repreue soche, god fyndi^ enchesoun.' 

IJnod Slou^, "bisyneeae y Jree forhede; 

To chirche nelfie)* goo ne renne ; 
Who techi)i yea good, take noon hede, 
I Ajenfl 00 worde jeue him ten : 
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Seie ' alle folk ben nof sotil in dedo ; ' 

Excnse J»ee bo bi ojicr men, •"™ yaneu 

And jene hent inyche maugre to mede •i™pit. 

216 Jwf ony good pee wolde kenne." 

Quod Besinesse, " man ! of Sloupe be waare ; *^™'^™ 

He is assigned to helle for synne ; eioui. 

In good lyuyngo Jii wittis ware, 
220 To drede cod bou muste buiynne : FB»rO[id,Kid 

j]i fleiscLeli liistis fan muste spare, 

For vicis aud vertuea wole voide atwyniie ; [Pngi i».] 

In besineBsia boos is good weelfare, BuiItmb bring 

224 And Sloupe baj) hunger and clo)iis pinne." 

IJuod leccherie to man, "loue Jjiinne weel me, i«»«*«u>i 

Jji lusUa with wommeu fou fulfille, wiuiwomMii 

For if |)ou in joujte sparisP fanne fee, 
228 )3ou maisl? falle in greet" perille. 

Joujie f ul of corage wole be ; youth niu ba g 

J}ou niuate bane belpe, or ellis apUlc ; 
Spare no womman, y councelle Jie, 8p»renow<ioii 

232 JJouj summe cryen neuere so schUle." 

Quod Cbastite toman, "loo, ciMUd-wam 

Herken bow leccheiie doof speke ! "iwi grmiiud 

Wbanne fou pi foule lusto hasf doo, witii 

236 Bi waaie him panne ! he wole pee prote. 
And seie ' for pou haaf so doo 

J)ou must* euffre peyiiea greete ;' iwmenw.iuui 

And but" if god help pee po, deipur. 

240 Soone in wanbope be wole pee lete. 

Quod pe good aungil, " jif pee aviso ; 

L«me witte while pou art" Iieere j 
He ia a foole faf may be wise, 
244 In beuene comep no foolis to jeere. 
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God doo|) riclidees foolia refuse 

paV tuncen no good, ne noon wole leto ; 
If wordia excuse, werkia accuse, 
348 pai> maltiji liem worse fan fei were." 

" In jiritti jeer now y abide ; 
In discrecioun I haue in-aijf , 
Loueli to goo, and to ride, 
252 Ful of manhode & of myjf." 

Quod Conscience, "virtues (lou puttisf aside. 

And noriscliiBP vicia day & nyjV." 
Quod man in acorn, " lo, Conscience doojj chide ! 
256 For losse of catel he dar nof fi)f." 

JB^ii, kepe |)i ricliesse," quod Conscience, 
" To maynteine pride, if coeti)) greete ; 
If costif noujf, meekenesse ne pacience, 
260 Buf if axif greef coosf to chide & to beel«. 
Leccherie aiifi greef dispense. 

If distroiej) mavmis kindeii heete ; 
And glotenie coostit) wifouten diffence 
264 Bo))e in diuerse diinkis and meete. 

" It coatift greef to use a sywne 

Jwf is clepid foule Enuye, 

For if fretiji maw w»tA-inne ; 

268 Bodi & soule if doof diskoie. 

Slou{iis ))rifte, if is ful ))inne, 

If C08ti|) myche in sloufe to lie ; 
And Coueitise al Jie world wolde wynne, 
272 And Auarise aftir more doith crie." 

({uod nian to Conscience, " joujie azi)> delice ; 

For joufe (le course of kinde wole holde ; 
Buf ympe were a foole and nyce, 
276 How schulde wijsdom be founde in oolde. 
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\}6 con^ of }oiif>e, audoolde vUe, 
Maki]r jonge men t^ be boolde ; 
In witf of oolde, woracbipe lijs ; 
iO In |)e witte of wiee, kingdom is holds. 

" J^ou wastisf fi wynde & Bpillief f>i speche, -iiuutobHi 

\}i vonlis me is loo)) to lieere ; trri'ng u, lUp mj 

And y dide as ^oa Joists me teche, 
H I eehulde neuere make myiie chere. 

Wenesf fion wt't/t fin bond henene to lechet 

J3in arme wole nof "be eo longe to jeere ; 
Kow, (rood Conscience, & bou wolf preche, irj™iitii«p»«di, 

(8 Goo etete an abite, & bicome a frere. be ■ War. 

Uuod mare, "y pleie, y wrastile, y sprynge, [P««isi.i 

peae loies woleu ueuere wende me fro j 
Now alia gamys hom y brynge ; 
12 Wbaf snch aa y am, for ben no moo : 

I leepe, y daunce, y akippe, y synge, dune* and tiDg, 

I am BO myrie y can uof seio boo." Haii!' 
Quod Conscience, "Jiuu scbalf weepe & wringe •Yon'iiwe^ 

)6 Wbanne fei take ber leeuc to goo." e\m.- 

" JUyn ijen "ben cleeie & bi-ijf us glas, voi. 

Mi lire as lillye and roose of hewe, bright. 

Of Bcbappe & etreng|)e alle folke y passe, ai>d i-m turngm 

)0 And eueremy uertu wexif newe." num.' 

Quod Conscience, "y loue fee weel fe ]asse, cmwrinca. 

J)on naistf no werkia of good vei-tu." <«*•.■ 

"Goo, Conscience, fou lewide asse, •con^ann, 

04 I kepe nof fi maneris to sue." h*.""' ^''°"" 

duod man, " Myne ^e is fouiti ;eere." ixMtr yun 

Quod fe world, " y offre to fee my weela." iiHd bytbo 

Quod otrei^fe, "late no man be fi peere." smngih, 

08 Quod coit^, " late no man wtt/t fee deele." ocnuige. 
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Quod luste and liking*, " make good clieere." 

"I am al hool wi|i Jiee," quod heele. 
Quod Conscience, " wiatist? Jiou whaf Jese vert! 
312 At;< nede wole faile fi fleiache so freele." 

Quod OoQEcience to man in ;ouf«, 

" Troueile in troufe in tyme ia beste." 
Quod trou])e, " gete ))ee richesse nou)ie 
316 Wherwi)) in oolde to faaue |)i roste; 
))ou5 ^e can as he cowthe, 

Myjf & eorage he haf boste, 
He kepi[> his soule faif kopi)) bis mou))e, 
320 For ))e soule to fe ileiscli ia buV a gooaf." 

" xlOw am I fifti jeere y-wis, 

Myn Leer bigywne|i to change bis hewe." 
Qiwd Conscience, " ilee from alle Tice, 
324 And use werkia of good vertu, 
Late not* |)i weikia preue )>e8 nyce, 

Loke faf jiou euere be founden trewe." 
■ " Fare weel Conscience, weelcome Coueitise ! 
328 To be ridiee now y wole pursue." 

Quod Conscience, " Jiaf is Idil bisynesse, 

Nedelees riobesse to gadre soo ; 
Ouerhope is f e cause y-wisae, 
332 He weneji ameende al er be goo." 
Wanbope aeiji, " kepe weel fia, 

For fe world wole faile iia two." 
Quod Conscience, " cbaunge not* beuen bits 
336 For belle peyne, sorowe, and woo." 

" Ik sixti jeete myn age is pijte, 

Mya ijen daswen, myii beer is hoore ; 
Id my werkia y bane febil in-djte, 
340 I fynde no vertu in my atoote. 
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How Bchal y reckene wttA god alniyjt'1 

I am asuhamed wondic eoore." 
Quod Conecience, " certia if were rtjf 
344 To be holi now or neuere moote." 

daod ^onthB to age, " whaf doisf pon now]>e 1 

Hange up )iin haclief & take (li lesto; 
pB sunae is posi^ fer bi ^e Bowthe, 
348 And h^etb s\npo in to ]w weste." 
-Qaod mui, " y senied {lee in jougjia 
And al J>e tyme myue eniesf loste, 
Will sorowe of herte & ecbrifte of mou|)« 
352 To god jif hane y kepte )« beste." 

" Age, calle ajen jigtiiday to-mome ; ' 

And alle fi werkis, bigynne hem newe." 
Quod man, " f ouj f ou apeke in ecorne, 
356 Jjou techisf me good faP y neiiere knewe ; 
I wole bijiioke me on my werkis biforn. 

Do almes dede, pmie, & rewe, 
And goddia mercy achat ytiiie my corn, 
360 And iede me -wi} faf Jiaf y neuere sewe. 

" IH" jougfe whanae y was wilde & strong©, 

Jje fab world fair dide me wowe, 

Me {loi^f ech worde a myrie songe, 

364 WiJ) pipia, and dauncia, & mirfis y-nowe. 

Kow aeiji he, he loued me to longe, 

For myn beer bigynnef to blowe ; 
To fi mercy, lord, me vndirfonge, 
368 J)e tyde is ebbid, & no more wole flowe." 

" re candel of lyf fi aoule dide teude : 
To lijte ))ee hom," resoun dide saye. 
" Miche of my candel in waaate y spende, 
372 Manye wickid windia hafp waatid if away ; 
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Vnnejw y holde my candelis eende, 
If is pftsf eiienaonge of my day ; 
To reepe myn heruest*, wliidir mai y winde 1 
376 Mi londis of Tertuea li^en al lay. 

" H Whanne joufie was maiBtir, y was page, 

"We lyueden myche in fe feendis seruice, 
Wiji Tero souperis and wick id outrage, 
380 Ligge longe in l>ed, loofe to arise. 

Now haue y noujt' but* wisschis to wage. 
And myche repreef amonge fe wijse ; 
J>ei Jwf loueden roe in ^oufe, liatiden me in age, 
384 And vnkindeli me diden diepice. 

" in Ow haue y greet* meniaile 

()e world to man whi it was wioujte ; 
Fele temptaciouns now me aesule, 
388 I haue no reste for chaunge of Jioujte. 

Whanne y echulde reste y haue greet" merueile ; 

In bed to sleepe whanne y am broujte, 
I se bnf drede and greet* bataiJe 
392 Al mannys lijfe, and if be s^ajte. 

" Thus fe fals world hi»|) forsaken me ; 

For waste of hise goodis he accosi^ me ; 

]je synnes ])af y loued, now haten me, 
396 To Conscience jiei adwiten me ; 

Feendis J)reten faate to take me. 

And steren hello houniUs to bite me ; 

Seefi eei^, my breed he ha)) baken me ; 
400 Kow BchakeJ' he his spere to smite me. 

" J^us y am huntid as an herte to a-bay, 
I nof whidir y may me tome, 
Myne enemyea myjtili me assay, 
404 I waxe feble and vnonme ; 
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To flee to god ie my beste way, 

pen Bchol y in no pojntf apnrne; 
Lord ! now socoar ms ^f beste may, 
)8 In ^in herte blood, )iaf boll bourne." 

Quod }0u}>e to age, " y ^e forsake, 

t)i frendia deien, yi 8tieng)>e doo^ faile, 
Jji eijte and heeryng* bigynnef to elake, 
L2 pee needi)) helpe and good couneailo ; 
God-is sernauntiB in areesf hnfi pee take 

Til deof on fee haue doon batoile ; 

)}i leckenyng' bi tyme bisili ^u make, 

16 Or Jib deuel brings fe conntirtaile." 

" Koo) deef be eende of worldlts woo, 
panno deep is eoere mannys freende ; 
thoi^ eonlis in belle be ponischid soo, 
10 Dee)! coraeji not" pere to make noore eende 
DeeJ» makiji soulia to heuere to goo, 

Buf in to heuen deefi may not wende, 
For deeji is flemyd heuene froo, 
2i Deep is sugett^ to god to bende. 

" IlOw y am sixti jeere and ten, 
3onge foike Y fynde my foo. 
Where euere Jwi pleie, leepe, or renne, 
28 Jjei ))inken in her wcio Y goo ; 
And vhanne y mete wit A olde men, 

I pleyne ' Jiis world ia chaimgid soo ; ' 
Noon ojter bot« is but" seelde when 
32 Ech man telliji of ir his woo." 

Quod jou))e to age, " y pee a-peele 
And paV bifore oure god y-wia ; 
I lente fee strengfe, bewte, & heele, — 
36 JJese percellis be« of heuen blis, — 
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awtaWi Corsge, lijtneaae, freendie, & w«ele; 

Alle {lesa fiou hast* wnatide amys 
«*. From wijsdom in-to foliea feeie : 

440 God wole haue rekenyng' of al fris. 

■ •igtitiBnip- " JPiTte haerynge and fiin ije s^te 

mUiauid pBiV fou ixosV vaatide iu veyngloiy ; 

pi moujie to vronge a;en rijte, 
444 In fals oofiis and foule gloteny ; 
• iMDdito f)ia houdia to robbe and to fijte ; 

pi strengfiQ Jwu wastidiaf in tyiauntiy ; 
\)i feef in detknesse ou(« of lijte, 
ihrny. 448 Iji bewte Jioii ■wastidiaP in lecchery." 

(Pttr lujj (£uod man, " y was gouemed Bitwene two {leuia, 

i«« hi> ihini- ]>ei stale on me : Y was stalwor)« & white ; 

Whanne my leepia weren broujf to preuif , 
452 I wondre on my eilf Y was ao lijte. 
trau hii um iongpe Btaale from me ; faV soore me greuis ; 

Age steelefi on me bo|ie day and oyjte ; 
jouUiuid Mi jougjie, my verta, al from me meuis; 

456 Now wondre y on my silf where is my myjte. 

■4 mopiiini " II Jougfe Btaale from me, Y was stalworfie & l^te ; 

'■■■ ■ ■ And age steelef on me Filjiia to weelde; 



m rromlilQi, 



Joug|)e eteelij) from me, Y jeede up rijte ; 
460 Age steelej) on me, Y bowe and ^eelde ; 
Jougjie hafi stolon from me My leepia li3te ; 

Age Bteelijj on me, Y wexo on-raylde ; 
3ong)te stedef my coraga To pleie & fijto, 
464 Age is BO on me stoolen )}atf y mote to j 
me jilde. 

" XI Ow y am euene of jeeiis fore sconre. 
So manye wyntir Y am oolde; 
Jjere y was wont« To leepe bifore, 
468 Fer aboute now My wei y hoolde : 
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My backe bowif , luyn ijen ben eoore, 

Myn hoote blocxl is kelid coolde : 
Alas ! Conscience I to litii y toke ))i loore, 
472 J)e talis Jiaf >ou hasf ofte me toolde." 

Ijnod Conscience, " whej-e haddial^ fou ] 

speche^ man'i Mpflnunc 

)>i lijte leepis foonde to preue ; 
()e put' of fe stoon fou maiBf not" reche, 
476 To litil myjte is in fi sleue. 

In yougjie whawne y dide fee teche, 

Foule fan me fanne dedisf repreue ; 
I fankd god of fi good Iceche." bat thuiin Ood 

480 " Jhe, Conscience, now to fi wordis y leeue." 

" HOw foure score jeeris ia past", Atninttuyvin 

Mi lijf is buf traueil & woo, but »«, 

Fer iw to reteage y am casf, 
484 Into t«n jeer and moo. 

My lymes foulden f atJ weren fast", 

Wif staffs in lionde now y goo; be wbIIh with ■ 

My redy speche may nof last*, ' ' 

488 So my teef ben fallen me fro. hi« teaiii lUi ooi, 

" Ful of fleissche Y was to fele, [p^s i«.i 

hovf may I neiper stonde ne goon ; 
If haf now lefts me euery dele, 
492 Me is lefte Bat* skyn & boon. bi is bat skip ud 

Kow y am Tndre Fortunes whele, 

My frendtH forsaken nie Eueiychoon, ftruveii bj wt 

And alle fe sywnes Y loued so weel, 
496 Kow wote y weel fei been my foon." Mfliiioimhit 

Quod course of kinde, "Whaf helpif, y wende, coarurfKaun 
Jji wissohing" And (tin hadde-y-wisf 1 iiii nbi tegrei^ 

"Whftl? maisfci fou On fo wordis spende, 
500 If ia ful febil In bi fisf. 
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74 THB MIRBOB OF THE PEKIOUB OF HAN Ij LIFE. 

All nan uiiHt Xow aUe me» veiton aftir ^in eende ; 

iMKM iriii'ncnt }}0Q^ fiou (leye, foxx schalt' not' be myet^ ; 

,11. ' Jjoii combreBt bofe foo & frende, 

504 J)i luylle haji grounde fi laate griste," 

Tbewmon.! J're deedli synnes maden her mooae, 

•b>.nm.tqonU.> ... ■ » 

■Kdi We forsaken, man in age. 

PrM«, Quod Pride, " y am from bim goon, 

608 For Pride in age Doif dispcrage." 

LtcbaiT. Quod leceherie, " He louef to lie a-loone; 

ffttw.l J)oaj he wolde do, bim vantij) corage." 

oiBttonr- Quod Glotenie, " he is but* felle & boone, 

512 He lone^ more mesiire ]ian ontntge." 

Tn Uiink bim Qood Envie, "age hath no myjte 
^Smfl I^e ricbesse, lenger me to fynde." 

^"^^ Qwod wrajfe, "age may nof fijte 

616 Jjouj he be angri, hi course of kynde." 

Twocuimhim, Quod Sloujw, "age my chaumbre haf di^te, 
oovawoniM. And calle^ me ease in his mynde." 

Quod Coueitiae, " age ba^ me hi^te ; 

520 Sugef to me he doof him binde." 

o«rh«i», or TBia "I knowe," quod ouerhope, " fieiesch is freele, 

itwT will eior do Of oolde and ;oi^e, of man, of childe ; 

ormen'iwutB In ou^hope |)ei wasten ber weele, 

"* ""' 524 And i» diuerse veikia f ul wylde ; 
Jjei ouerbope enere to lyue in beele, 
Thanmnei From t^ & sijknesse Jiei wonep hem scbilde, 

'j'Lian wuihopa or }}anne come)i sijknesse, & piinti^ his eeele." 

*'*"*''■■ 628 Quod wanhope " fan y make him mylde; 

CPwt* Uij " L bidde him horde, and lichease aaue, 

jtonrd. For wanhope afte»* mischife doif waite, 

Whawne sijknesse comcji men to craue," 
luru tbam oni 532 Qifod oUM'hope, " fan y flatir,& sumtyme flaite, 
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THB BIRROB OP THB PKBIODa OF HAN'S LIFE. 

' Jjdu schalt" lyue, and f i ailf if liaue,' " 

" Jhe," seif wflnhope, " kepe iif straite, 
Of good hope no councell J>ou crane 
636 Til deep pee caste wtVi a trippe of disaaite." 

i|uod wanhope, "a goapel y radde : 

To telle if fee y wole bigynne, 
' If a man in synne bo sadde 
540 Ecb day news, and liefi )>er-inne, 
Of such a man god is mooie gladde 

Pan of a childe (laP neuere dide synne,' " 
Quod Conscience, " he wolde make pe madde 
544 To repente pee nof, ne netiere blynne." 

(((uod Conscience to wanhope, "I-wys 

Jjou liesf , y hate f e Jierfore ; 
I knowe fe gospel, if seij) fia, 
648 ' If a nan haue synned longe bif ore. 
And axe mercy And a-mende hia mys, 

Repente, and wilne to synne no more, 
Of pAV man god gladder is 
563 (3an of a child synlees y-bore.' " 

Qnod wanhope, " a gospel y ladde ; ' 

What* if mene|) y can expownde, 
Ech man Bchal haue peine or meede, 
556 In lionjte ot dede as he is foundo ; 
He h&p not* jif repentid his dede, 

He sijkeft for synnes ben nof vnbourade ; 
)}ouj meicy come, he scbaJ nof spede, 
560 For in daungw of wanhope he is bounde." 

Quod Conscience, " |iou dotid hoore ! 
God-ia mercy Jwu woldisf distroie ; 
pou weneEf )>i wickidnesse were moore 
664 pan god-is goodnessu & his mercic. 
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76 THE UIRROH OF TSE PERIODS OF HAK S UFE. 

For if a man be woandiJ aoore, 

And axe no medicise, him liste te deie ; 
f>Bmudi<l>r „ , , 

athouand God nap mercies y-now m etoore 

uk 11.- 568 For a f ouaand worldis ))af niercie vole cria." 

Til* OM Man "JllEkeneB, Pacience, and Charitee, 

TirtMto Je Jidf weren my frendia dere, 

Meaure, Bisinesse, and CbaBlitee, 
him in Ml im«d. 572 Af fiB mystire comeji me neete." ■ 

Qwod Conacience, " Jion flemed us from fee ; 
[P««i«-] J)ou woldisf nof cute loore leere." 

BHkinuneM Quod lichelees, "loo, heere my meynee ! 

cnw of Bini that 576 fie synnes bat" bou louedist' & aeruedist, lo 

IM tovd. 

hem here ! 

Attkmdrtd "fflyne age is now an huadrid jeers; 

euTiMiiiiUn litil y diiiike, and lease y ete, 

hii Mandg wiib Ou my Dacke I bere my beere, 

580 And alle my frendis me foi^ete, 
Fayn (lei wolde faf y deed were, 

Wiji sorewful wordia ^ei doon me pretee. 
And aeyn, ' for y am so longe heere, 
584 Wlianne y come hoome y schal be beete.' 

H( nuj Mnich £1 Ow mote y leie forp my necke, 

Dwii'i iwDidi For deep liis Bwerd ouP hftf laujte; 

Buf I deliuwB weel |)ie checke, 
588 I leese my game af pis draujte. 
iM )■ fnii of dnj Ful of 8y«ne is my Becko ; 

To pe preesf y wole echewe pat* fraajte, 
hamuitgoto Mi echip is chargid, al goop to wreoke 

nnieu Odd turn l>92 Buf if god of mei-ci be wip me saujte. 

Tht World «. Xhis wotlde hap roe in awaite, 

' And biddip me quite pat* is past* ; 

Oteriminimd My floissche in ouechope wolde me faite, 

iiim, 596 And iwto wawhopo it' wolde me caate. 



Digitized t, Google 



THB MIRROR OF TBK PERIODS 0? MAN 3 LIFE. 77 

Helle hounclis berken and baite, [P«e* i«-l 

)}e fe«ndis writifi iny syimes faate, (brhim.tiitFitnii* 

And dee^ me waitii|i wttA a trippe of dissaitc ; mrhim. 
Thete eixe inaken me aooie agaste." 

Manne come^ for)i good bope : bh oatSBtr* 

To Baue man he wolde fonde ; num, 

" J)ou -wronge wenere ouerhope ! 

I make hint free, fiou woldisf make him bonde ; 
I schal conclude ])ee, ^ou wanhope, 

Wile good feif wole wt'tA me etoonde ; i' a«d p«iih wiii 

Hooli -writte seif, ' in god y hoope, 

His meTri ia over fe werkis of his honde.'" 

(£uod good feifi, " for )>e litil while on>d Faiui niii 

))aV now heere [)k)u] haal? eerued me, 
I wole Jiee kepe from al peiile, mtke hii peua 

And make peea bitwene god & (tee ; 
And onerhope, for al his gile, snAdriTeine 

From Jiin berte y sehal do him flee ; 
And wanhope also y wole exile, Dwfair. 

For he is nof of o«re frateraitee." 

*luod Jte worlde, " Y wole hiae dettis quyte, iiun»r»b«wiii 

And oute of his daunger me hy^e ; 
)}ou) my fleissche berke, he schal nof bitee, ginaphuSHbi; 

From hia lustis y wole him tye ; 
I wole waissche a-'Wey faf feendis write [i Pagaiwj 

Wttft eorowe of herte and teer of yje, iu«u, wiu tom™ 

But witA deep y wole noV diapuite, 

Baf make me cleene, and leeroe to deia in(ii«nitadi& 

Viod ! sowe )ii meroi amonge my eeede, KxiOoiiBw 

Jeanne achal if growe Jjouj y aowe late, him. 

And Eepentannce my come schal weede, imd BepoBtuio* 

And make good pees Jiere waa hate. mm. 
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TBE UIRnOR OF THE PERIODS OF HAN B LIFE. 

J)e coniaundemeiitis Jjaf god bede, 

Jjat is Jie locke of heueii jate ; 
Seuene wCT'kia of mercy, and Jie urede, 
632 })ese keies sclmllen late me in f«Bte." 

Bon baue je herde of jougftis delice ; 

And age in kynde, aijke, & woo; 
Knowijig* of uertii & of vice ; 
636 Good anngi], & wickid freende, & too ; 
And vndiretondi"ge to be wija. 

Now in f ia mirroji)- loke ji>u soo ; 
In joure free wille fe choice lijs, 
640 To heueii or helle whijiir je wiJIe goo. 

Xne worlde, ))e fleissclie, & fe feende. 

In temptaciotm doiJ> us chuse ; 
Bid repentaunce to merci beende, 
64i And waisBche ns at" |)e welle of grace. 
Praie we to god graunte lis good eende. 

And in heuen to haue a. place, 
))af al'tei- oui-e deep we mowen f idir wende, 
648 And in perfijf loue se hia fair face, 

How, leeue freendis, greete and sinale, 

}}af haue berde pis trete, 
Praie for f e Bonle ()aP wroof ))ia tale 
662 A Pater nostei, & an aue 

To marie niodir, maiden free, 

As schB bare a ehilde Coumforte to as. 
On patf Boule haue pitoe 
656 If >e wille be of crisl? ihmis. ftmeu. 

[Slam Pner, printed in Baieea Soke, Ac., p. 27 follows here.] 
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(Sob smi) IS '§mm in out Mt 

{Pages 113 — 17, written wiihovt hreakg. Ri/meg 
abababab, bcbcl 

f Bom pe tyme f af we were hore ^ t' na- 1*™] 

cure joufe paasifi from day to day, onryonihpMwi 

And age encreesiji moore & moore, m 4v. 

4 & BO doi|) it> now, fm sothe to say : 
Af euery hour a poynf is y-loore, 

So fast^ godp oiii-e pufe away, 
And )ou))e wole come ajen no moore, »i»awiiiaiiMUoic 

8 Euf age wole make na boJ>e blak & gray. 

(jerfore take hede bojie nyjt? & day T«k«h»d,ui«i, 

How feet* joure joufe doof asewage ; 
And bo{)e jonge & oolde, lete aa praie ind pnj ood ibr 

12 pa^ god send us paciens in oure oolde age. f- 

IT Age wole take from us owre myjl? AgewiuuiBfrMo 

jMf in oai'e jou Je to ua was lenf j 
And also ^e cleomesae of oare syghf <mIdMr•l■ll^ 

16 And onre heerynge aclial be faynU bMring, 

Jpanne scbulen we be heuy faV eei were li;1^, udHghtiiw. 

Bicanse faff jouf e is from us wenl^. 
And ^anne wole men do na no lijt^ 
20 Buf al contrarie to oitre entenf, 

And sikenes wole do us greel/ turment< smknoi wui 

Wbom dee^ wole sende on his message ; 
Eorso))e Jjb bestf ameendemenf 
24 is Jianne pacieuce in oure oldo age. [Page iii.] 
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OOD SEND US FACIEK8 IN OURB OOLDE AGE ! 

l/iire body wole ioche, o«re bonis wole ake, 

Ottre owne fleisch wole ben cure too ; 
Oure heed, oare hondie, fo wolen sehake, 
28 And oure le^a wole tremble where we go ; 
Oure bonia wole drie as doo}i a stake. 

And in owre bodi we achulen be woo, 
Oure nose, oure eliekis, wolen wexo al blake, 
52 & onre glad ehere wole fade us fro ; 
Aiid whanne oure tee|) ben goon nL<o, 

Oura tujige schal lese his fait langnge : 
Praie we for us silf & oper moo 
36 ]}af god eende us paciens in oure olde agi 

Oure freendis f af achnlden loue us beat*, 

}]anne wole |)ei haue us hittf in hate, 
In freeudachip ia jj«r noon offer trusts, 
to & ^erof be we waare to late, 
J)an may we synge of had y wisf, 

Owre feynt' freendia han us forsake. 
And also wo schulen go vnkisf 
i4 bofe af fe dore & al^ (le gate ; 

And for al ))e cheer p&if we can make, 

}3an is ^no ioie of oure visage : 

"Whanne awe bewte schal aslake, 

IS god send us paciens in oure olde age ! 

IT we Bchulen be bo angri euermore, 

we wolden ben awreke of euecy wrong*, 
Jjanne sumnie wolen scorue us |ietfore, 
52 & summe wole soie we Ijae to Iong< ; 
Oure sorowo wole )>an sitte us so soore 
Oure stomak wole no mete fonge ; 
& eueri day more & mow 
56 Of sorewe & care schal be oure song*, 

whanne we wece bo))e hool & strong' 
we were to wie[i]de, & wold out" rage, 
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IN 0DB8 OOLDB AOE ! 81 

And tierfore lete oa piaie Aiaong iMmvnj 

}0 paV god send us paciene in oure olde ^e. PBtiama la ou 

IT For }»an wole no JiiDg" na availe Nou»ht hm 

but* cure bedis and oure crucche, cmuii wiu iiwi 

for wordli welfw wole fade & faile, 
}1 And ^foie tniste wa itf naif to myche ; 

& ^an wole sijknes na aasaile br iickiMi wia 

Til if hafi made ua lijk a wrecche, 
& }>t>n may -wo do no greeV traueile 
58 Butf '■anmmtyme grone, & aumtyme gtacche, P p«g«iK.) 
And annityme clawe foi acabbe & icche grou uid get tiw 

Whanne ^e hafi na af his auannl;^;e : 
"Who-so lyneji long" schal be auch ; 
72 God aende U8 paciens in oure olde ase 1 MiyoodHndiu 

PMIenoalbai! 

IT Al jjof we hft«e lyued heere, our tiim on Buth. 

If is buf aa a dreem y-mef , 
for now it" ia aa it" neuere were, 
76 And eo ie if fiaf is comyng< jif. 

Ful faaf we drawen to oure beeie, n dnw tomdi 

In sorewe & drede wo aehulera be aetf . 
OF oolde men )ie jouge may lere, Lctuuroimg 

30 And fewe ^t ben |)af doon )>e betf ; aid, fer uu devU 

For ))e feend ha^ canjf hem in his netf , 

And holdi)) hem faaf in bondage 
For ])ei schulden nof dispose her witt< fmm hning 

B4 To haue pacience in her oolde i^. oid.g». 

f Jjanne scholen we se Jaf worldli blia th™ wmiiij 

Is bnf a )ang' of vanite, fiin. 
^n(j if maki^ men to do amys 
B8 J3af ben in weelfe & greet* bewte; 

And Jwrfor, lord, good rijf if is « i" right iimt w. 

Wt't/t oure owne ataf chastisid to be : ™r mn. muit. 

Lord t ^ue ds grace to ^ke on ^ie, lft»* ht.i 

S2 As ))ou boujf us alle upon a tree, uiiukoiubu. 
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GOD BEKD UB PACIEH8 IH OURB OOLDE AQK 

And )taf we may in charite 

Weel pasee oner ^ia passage 
I?i-to Jje blifl fat' euere Bchal be, 

"WTiaune we ben passid owi^ oolde age. 



[" Bothe Jonge ft oolde," or " Se what onre loid Buffride for 
oure sake," printed above, pp. 82-4, fallows bera.J 
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CJis Mtrlii is tat » ^aitjiie. 

AH OLD Han's uhkhi. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, oft. 1430 A.D., paye S8 ; 
written tpit/ioiU breaks. 

As Y Gad WEtndre in my walkingo 

Bisidis an holt* vndir an liille, 
T say an oolde man sifcte wepinge : 

1 WttA si^ynge sore he seide me tillo, 
f " Sumtime y hadde Jie world at wille, 

Wit/i ricchesae & wi'tA rialte, 
And now it" ia turned al to ille ; 
8 )}e worlde is bnf a vanyte. 

BIy ailf I likne vnto fe morewe : 

Whanne y was cliild, & bor[e]n bare. 
Mi modii for me euffride eorewe 

2 WitA giantyngis gril & sijinge sate ; 
IT On me was nie)>er wem ne hore ; 

But* stolen in syrane y haae be ; 
Kow y am oolde y wepe ferfore ; 
6 Xw world is buf a vanyte. 

Af mydmore y lemed to go, 

And plaied as ehildrere doon i« 'strete ; 
))e kinde of childhode y dide also, 
10 Wift my felawis to fijte and Jirete. 
H Al faf y dide, if fonjte me swete, 
Tor al >is childhode taujte me ; 
Now y am oolde, Jwrfore y wepe ; 
!4 \fa worlde is but* a vanite. 
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THT8 WORLD IB BUT A TANTTE. 

Af vndren to ecole y was set* 
To leme loie, as o^ir dooji ; 
Whaiine mj maiatir wolde me bet^, 

I -wolde him curse, y was ful wrooji. 
V To leme good y was fuL loo^, 
I f oajte on ioie & ioilito ; 
Now certis, for to seie f e aoof , 
Jjifl world is buf a vanyte. 

At- mydday y was dabbid knyjf. 

In route y lemed ior to ryde ; 
"Was fer noon so hardi a wijP 

pa.f in bataile duiste me abide, 
U WLere is bicome now al my pride, 
Mi booldnes, & my fair bewte } 
Now from deef may y me nof hide ; 
pis world is buf a vanyte. 

Af h^ noon j was crowned king', 

J)is world was oonli af my wille j 
Euer* to ^lyue was my liking*. 
And alle my lustis to fulfitle. 
H Now ^e is cropen on me ful stille, 
j(nd makifi me oold & blac of ble. 
And y go downeward wij) fe hiDe ; 
)}is World is buf a Tanite. 



Af mydoueruoon y droupid faste, 
Mi lusf & liking* wente away ; 
From iolite myn herf is paste 

From rialte & riche aray, 
51 Mannis lijf here is buf a day 
Ajens )w tijf Jiaf enen schal b 
And 00 t'ing' y dare weel say, 
I)af fis world is buf a vanyte. 
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THIS WORLD IS BUT A VANYTE. 

Af euenBong* tyme y wax ful coold. 

And bigan to go bi staae ; 
Nov is dee)) on me ful boold, 

And for bie ceiif he wole me ctaue. 
V Wbamie y am deed & leid in giaue, 
per is no ^ing panne fuf eaue)) n>e 
Baf good or yuel f af y do Imiie ; 
pia voild is buf a vanite. 

JUius is fe day come to nyjt", 

J)af me lojiith of my lyuynge. 
And doolful dee)> to me is di^tf, 

Aiid i» coold 'clay now schal y clinge." 
H J>us an oold man y horde momynge 
Biside an holte vndir a tree. 
God grannte iu his blls euerlastinge t 
Jjia world is buf a vunite. 
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€'pi ffitwlb is |sl«t aiiir fain. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, page 32, written without breaks.] 

T¥Thi is fis world biloued Jtaf fals is & veyn, 
Sijten paV hise weljtis ben fio Tnserteyu 1 
^ Al BO soone hee passi)> his power away 
4 As dooji a brokil poof Jaf fteisoh is and gay. 
IT Tiuste ;e la^ei bo lettris written viihinne )iis 
t)an to ^is wrecchid world paV ful of synne is. 
II If is fala in his biheeste, & rijf disceyuable; 
8 It ba^ bigUid many a man, if is so vnatable. 
^ If is lafir ^to bileeue )ie wageiinge wijnde 
pan J)e chaungeable world )iaf maki^ men so 
blinde. 
H For wbejjer Jiou slepe or wake, fou schalf fynde 
if fals. 
13 Bothe in hiee bisinessiB & in hise lustis als. 
H Telle mo wbece is Salamon, aumtyme a king" 
lichee. 
Or Sampson |ie strorage to whom was no man 
licbet 
H Or )»e fair man absolon, memeilose in cheere, 
16 Or {le duke ionatas, a weel biloued fere) 
fl Where is bicome cesar, patf lotde was of al. 
Or ))e ricbe man clo)iid in puipur & in pal I 
H Telle me where ys tullius, in eloquence so sweete, 
•20 Or aristotU J>e Filosofre w^V^ bis witf so greeted 
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THIS WORLD 18 FAI£B AND VAIN. 87 

U Where ben beae wotbi batf were heere-to-fom ) ornifcinaw 

Bope kiDgia & biscaopia, hei power is al iorn. pmrtriiioH, 

fl AUe (lese greete princis wi'tJi her power bo hije »ii tmlm in 

t Beuvanischidnowa-wayin.twvnke'Ung'of anyie. untrt. 

PPH»M.] 

11 J>e ioieof |)iB wrecchid world isaschoorte feeste, Tiii«i™rii'.jojf 
And if is likened to a schadewe ^Bt< may nof ihidoir, 
longe leete, 
51 And jit* itf drawi]i man from heuen liche blis, indyMnubH 
} And ofto tyme iP maki^ him to synue & do a-mya. 
51 Calle no ping* fine owne, fierfore, faf Jtou maiaf ciii noan^ ban 
heeie leese; 
For ]iaf )« world ha{) lent* )Me, ef te he wole it< cesa 
H Sette J>in herte in heuene a-boue, & fenke whaf wtthjiiMrtoii 
loie b )>ere, 
! And fna to diapise |>9 world y rede pat fou lere. 

J)on J»af ar# buf wonnea meete, poudre, & duaf , Thoa rood for 

To enbaunce fi silfe in pride eetf nof }i lusf. thTHii'tn pride j 

II For Jiou wooBf nof to-day J»afr J>ou Bchalf lyue ihoumjiuii 

to-morowe, 

} })erfore do faa euere weel, And )>anne scbalf Thtntbn ia ireu. 

poa nof aorowe. 

H If were ful ioief al & sweete, lordschipe to haue, Lordiiiip iroiiid 

If ao baf lordachip miite a man fro * deeb Baue, tm ■ mu, 
H Buf for aa myche aa a man achal deie af fe laste, 
) If ie noo worachip, bnf a charge, lordschip to batuiino 

honour, only . 

taaste. bu^o. 

Omnia terrena ^'i avuiij uiingi 

Per vices sunt aliena : turna, 

seaoio aunt cniiu ; 

I mea noio, oias huioB et hnioB. «•" •'^•<'- 

Die, homo, tfrni speieB, whitdojoahop. 

si mundo tottu adheres ; wboii/u uii> '^ 

nnlla tecum feres, yw o«i uk« 

S lioct tn Holns haberes. buirSSi^f.'' " 
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(gart^. 



Whanne liif is mooat loned, and dee)) It moost hatid : 
}iaime doo]) dee}i drawe hu drawjt, and maki)) mai 
fal nakid. 

le terra piaimasti me, fto. 

Mmi, iDBde iif £R)ie ouf of erjw is wondirly wroujf, 

£r^ of er|)e h&p goto a dignyte of noujf, 
™™4howimtnr Erbe npow erbe hab aetf al hia bouif, 

«Tth. 4 How (laf et)Je upon erjie may b« hij broujf. 

Hiin would ba ■ ^ Erfe upon erfe wold be a king" j 

C Furs u.] But* how er^ schal to er)>e, )>enki)> he no ^)>i2tg< ; 

tidi him horn*, 'WhafiDO }iaf er))e biddi]) er|ie hise lentis horn 

hlritop^' bring', 

8 )}an achal er}ie ouf of erJie baue a pLteuous parting*, 

Han wiiita] IT Etfe Tpon erj>e wyjmoji castels & touris, 

H71 ' i[ !■ ou'n,' Jjan Bei|) er])e to erfe ' now is fiis al houria : ' 

Wha/ine ei)»e upon er)>e ba^ b^gid up bise 
But h> ibiu bourersl, 

■uiruibuplTtiJr '- -* 

11- 13 })anne achal erf e upore erfe suffir scbaipe sobouria. 

Hingogaaneirih ^ ErJw gooji vpou erJPB as molde upon molde, 

So goo)i er)« upon erJie al gliteringe in golde, 
■ndjiihiihaii Like as erJie vnto erfe neiiere go scbulde; 

iitbn ba uiih. 1 6 And jit* Bchal eifie vn-to erjie tajier ^n be wolde, 

wrrtcLirf iMn, % o fpou wrecdiid erfe faf on erfe traueiliaf nyjf 

and day 
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To floriache J>6 erjw, to peynte fe erfe witA wan- to«diinitii*.wUii 

towne aray ; 
Jif echal fon, erfe, for al pi erfe, make fou if j«nhaituioo 

ueuere so queynte & gay, 
20 Ouf of bis erbe into be eibc, befe to clini:^ aa a ntunioHMii 

' , : ' < I a i[k.«(jlod. 

clof of clay. 

1i wrecchid man, whi art" bou pioud *baf arP of C P>««n.] 

fe erfe makid 1 pnud irha ut 

Hider broujttisf fou no schroud, But* poote come Thou auut to 

fou, aad nakid ; 

Wlianne f i aoule is weut" out", & fi bodi in erfe wiw u»« w 
rakid, 

24 J3an f i bodi fat was rank & Viideuonf , Of alio •" "w -i" ii^n 
men is bibatiU. 

% Out of fis erfe cam to fia erf a fis wrecchid thj- cioihinK 
garDemeiit ; 
To hide fia erfe, to happe fis erfe, to him was to onimp iiij 

clof inge lente ; 
ITow goof erfe upon erfe, ruli, raggid, and renf , wbkh uodtr ti>e 
28 Jjerfore schal erfe vndir fe erfe haue Iiidiose toimsit. 
tuiment. 

1J Whi fat etfe to myche louef erfe, wondir me why«rtii;niMi) 

Or wbi fat" erfe for Biiperflua erfe to sore sweete 

wole or swynk ; 
For -whajme fat erfe upon erfe is broujt vii'Qi- fcrwiieonun 

ijine be brink, pii«'i brink in 

(hnU hai* II od 

32 ))an schal erfo of fe erfe haue a rewful swynk. umgodt. 

U Lo, erfe upon erfe, considere fou may Mm, ihoo nmot 

How erfe comef into erfe nakid al way, [Puga 3«.] 

H Whi schulde erfe upon erfe go now so stoute or 

gay 
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36 Whanne erjw schal passe ouf of erfie in so pooro 
arayl 

H Wolde god, fjK;fore, fis er>e, While (laf lie ia 

upon fis erfe, Vpon Jiia wolde hertili |>iuke, 

And how fe er))e ouf of ])e erthe achal huue his 

a^en-riayDge, 
And (lis er|>e for |)ia erjie achal jeelde atreite 
tekenyng ; 
40 Schulde neuerc )ian )iia erjie for fiis ei])e myBplese 
Leuene king. 

H Jjerfore, fou erpe, vpon erfe Jat so wickidli hast" 
wroujf. 
While ^af pou, ei^, art* upon er))o, tuine a^en |)i 

foujtf, 
And piaie to (laf god upon erjie ))aV si (le er)>e 
hof wroigf , 
4i J)af Jwu, erfe upon erjie, to blis may be brou)!". 

^ )>ou lord ))af madisf |)is er)>e for ^is erjio, & 
euffridiaP heere peynea ille, 
I^ete neuere ^is er^e for |)is er^e myacheue ne 

Euf faf pia erfe on Jiia ^etfe be euere worchiuge 
fi wille, 
48 So (Jttf Jiia er|ie from fis erpe may atie up to |)in 
hij hiUe. A-M-E-K 



Society, 1862, p. 150-2; and inJteiijutiB-Jniii'mE, vol. ii. p. 21fi. 
MemeTito homo quod emii es, and the Cned (pp. 101-S of this 
Text), follow how in the MS.] 
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lUmtee! 

(iH ENQLISCH TITNOB, TDRNE <^BH !) 

[Lambeth ifS. 853, ab. 1430 a.d., jwje 61, wnllen 
aitltout breaJcB.] 



I 



K a noon tijd of a somei's day 

J36 Bunne schoon M myrie faP tiile, 
I took myn hauk al for to play. 
Mi epaynel rennyng* bi my side. 

H A feisaunt? hen Boone gan y se. 



I sente my fauknn, y leet< him flee : 
8 If was to me a deinteuoae sijtf. 

^ My fankim flij faste to hia ptay, 
I ran yo witA a f ul glad chere, 
I spumed ful soone on my way, 
.2 Mi leg< was heaf al viitit a brere. 
1i J)is brere forsojw dide me grijf. 

And soone it' made me to turno aje, 
For he bare written in enery Icef 
.6 pie word in latyn, reuertere. 

X knelid & pullid fe bteie me fro. 

And ledde ^ia word ful hendeli ; 

Myn herte fil doun ynto my too 

10 )}af was woont* aitten ful likingly. 

1! I leete myn hauke & feyaaunf fare, 

Mi Bpaynel fil douM to my knee, 
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REU&BTEKE ! 

Jeanne took j me wi)> sijynge eare 

14 Jjia new leasouB, reuertere, 

XCeuertere is aa myuhe to Bay 

In engliach tunge as, tome ajen : 
Tume ajen, man, y fee piay, 

15 And )ijake hertili whaf foa haaf ben ; 
■! Of (li linynge be-f inke fee rijfe. 

In open & in priuite. 
Jjat? fou may come to euerlastinge lijf, 
12 Take to Jii mynde reuertere. 

^18 word made me to studie sore. 

And binam me al my lisf ; 
How y hadde ledde my lijf bo ^ore, 

16 I putt" if freiscbli in-to my briaf. 
H Jiajme foond y me ful fer y-flel? 

Al from god in maieste ; 
Foreojie fere Bchal no fing" me leetf 
10 paV y UB wole Bynge reuertere. 

This noon hete of fe Bomeria day, 

Wharane fe Buwne mooaf ibijesf ta, 
It^ may be likened in good fay, 
14 For gregorie witnessifi wed Jiis ; 
H For in ^onge age men wide doon walke 
To dyuers Byjinie in fele degre ; 
}}ou; a ^ong' man make a balke, 
18 Jif take to fi mynde renertere. 

for likinge blindif many oou 

Jjaf be seef not" him-Bilf y-wia, 
And makip his herte as hard as stoon; 
)2 Jjawne fenkif he nof on heueii blis; 
H For danyel pteuef if weel r^tfuUi, 
is storie tellif me, 
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REUERTBIti: ! 

Two preestis were deemed worjiili ; 
56 For likinge ^ei knew nof leueitere. 

3ou))e beri)) }ie hauke upon hiB bond 

Wbanne ioilite foi^eti]) age : 
This hauke is mannis herte, y vudiistofida, 
60 For if is )oiig< & of hij romage. 
H He puttij) his hauko fro his fist*. 
He f&tf scbulde to god be free ; 
He meltij) and wexif a weel pooro gisf 
64 Wbanne ^he come^ to tenertere. 

for ful of corage is jouge)ie in herte, 

And waitjnge enere on his pray, 
He ne spari]i rjuer ue Jvomes smerte 
68 To gete bis tnyrf>e Jiere he beesf may. 
H He ])af eneeTcbi)) [« derknea of nyjf, 
And Jie myef of fo uiorowtide may He, 
He schal know hi cristis mj^f 
72 If joujte kunne synge reuej-tere. 

This hank of herte in joujie y-wya, 

Pursue)' euere ])is feieaunf ben ; 
))is feisaunt" hen is likingnee, 
76 And euere folewij hir feee jonge men. 
H Jjis is likinge in euery synne, 
Venial & deedli wbejter it" be, 
With greet? likinge be wole bigyjme, 
80 BvV sorewe hriuge forf reuwtere. 

liiking* is modii of synnis a]Ie, 

And noriachiji euery wickid dede, 
In feele myscheues eche maki)> to falle, 
84 Of al soTowe sche doo^ ^ daunce leede. 
H (jLs herte of joufe is hie* of porP, 

And wildeues maki]) him ofte to fie, 
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yl RRUERTERK ! 

nneiniMiwnHif. And ofte to falle in wickid sorf : 

Tliffli t( ^lould . 

Inn agai<i. 88 ))anne is it< }ie beste, reuertere. 

But* be waar of welfe or fou be woo ; 
inpitMire, In iolite whan bou art? piif, 

ttatnk Uul jooth ' '^ ' ' 

nmn iHia ttatc Jjinke Jaf jonge wole go fie fro, 

92 Be |)ou neue)-6 so greef of mijf. 
When ige uiam "Whanne ace hab take bee bi be breaf , 

think It bHt to And for febiJnes fou myjf nof se, 

J)in herte eeif (lanne |jaf if is besf 
96 For to 8eie & aynge reuertere. 

Hoii Writ imj. Buf in holi writf we fynda 

long daia^ will If |)ou ^i lord achulde ou^t* aske a ^ii^, 

For fi louge beinge bihinde, 
100 Ajenseid art* fion of pia aakinge. 
injonthihon U While |)on were jonge, in tendre age, 

ng> and torgu- Of ^in aakinge yo\t were ful free 

In ydilnes & wilde cottage ; 
104 Jjanne waa forjeto reuertere. 

LBtsitryoBo "erfore euery man bifinke him weel 

tima ha duu In How litil while ia hie dwellyi^ ; 

As holy wiitf yt doof telle, 
ppigtea] 108 He schal nof ^knowe wttA-oute lesinge. 
coAi omr >bni ^ A cok can Crowe his tyme mydnyif , 

mldidght conifli. v - ^ - 

"Wbich he knowitA weel in hia d^re : 
Muiknonnoibii Buf hia tyme be knowith nof arijf 

ity iimrur,. 112 J)af Can weel neueTG seie reTierteie. 

Think, thai. nun, J,neTfore be bou in certein, man, 

th»tthm»l>iio ,„„ ., . , 

•opsornntchu While )iou muBts knowe how ; 

Bifinke fi ailf how fon arf fan; 

116 Koon BO poore a wrecche aa f<m I 
Prtj w> 111 to H Jjerfore praye we to heuene king", 

lutiDg bii» to >ii Euery man in his degcw, 

'TamaBaia' To graunto them ])e blis enerlaatinge 

120 J3af fia word weel kau seie, reuertere. 
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(a DULOaCB BETWBIN A BIKHBB AND USRCT.) 

[Lair^eth MS. 853, ab. 1430 a.d., pages 66 to 73 ; 
written mthout breaJa.] 

Ol a forests aa y gan walke Aaiwiutdi 

WitA-ouf a paleya in a leye, 
I herde two men togidre talke; Jnudtwomni 

i I ^i^te to \Tite what* }ei wolde eeie. 

H }3af oon stood in a doolful aray, om wu imj ud, 

Hise deedli Bynuie he gan to defle, 
"Alas," he seide, "me dreedif toKlay fcKingttutWghi 

8 Jjal? ri)f wole forJ>, & no mercye." Tithmi stoKj. 

H Jjanne aneweride merci witft eobir 'cheer, [• pm««7.] 

" Man, me ))inki)) ])i vitV is bate ; mid, jm 
If fon wolf, y schal fee leer, 

12 J)ee neediji not^ to moome so aare. n«d not mourn, 

li I rede (lee to foonde to ameende (li fare ; Amena jonr 

GrO euery day & heeie a messe, diiij, ba abrivtn, 
And schiTue toe dene, & haue noo tare, 

— ' Kerej puMlli 

16 For mercy paaaif rijtwisnea. BigUi»ii»i»H. 

1[ )}arone seide fa synner wtih angri mood, ni sinner 

** Man, me benkist"' boa doosf raue ; mm-. 

T *- 1 / ^ J [•Jbrl*l.kit..l 

I WOOF weel pon cansf no good, 
20 ))ou barisf nenere etaaf buf as a knawa 



Digitized t, Google 



MEIW3I PASSITH BI^TWtSKES. 

^^•._» H As y deaerue, eo achal y haae; 

Weel bittirli y echal a-bie; 
I knowe noon help« faf me Bchulde hane, 
,1, not ibiTj. 24 Buf fat* rijf achal for(p, and no mCT-cie." 

'»'■ H Jjanne seide meroye meeke & mylde, 

« wilt gi« " U jiou wolf fro Jii aynnes diawe, 

J)ou5 t^u apeke fese wordis wilde, 
28 To heipe (>ee jif I wolde be fawa. 
O"! ™' H Loue weel god, f afr is my sawe, 

I'^r'rao Repente fee biyue of 'al fi mys; 

Almyjti god is oner Jie lawe, 
iHimJuuiM. 32 Hia meici pass!]) his lijtwisnea." 

^1"^^^^, Seie me," quod p6 sywrer, " (ion foonued' clerk. 

])ou coudisf neuere rede in no spel ; 
rerBiiungij- I wtoujte wilfulli neuere good werk ; 

36 Whaf rijP haue y in heuera to dvellet 
MmiHUi H I haue deseraed to go to helle, 

And )>erf ore ofte sore sike y ; 
kui Dw. My wickid dedis wole me quelle, 

jj.oBiM, 40 Jjere rijf Bchal for(J, and no meroye," 

It- ^ Merei seide " fon camaf no good ; 

God Bchewif fee kyndenes many foolde, 
ibKi Hii For fee & me he schedde his blood, 

44 And suffride woundis bittir & colde. 

boDght ua H His fail body to fe iewis waa solde 

To bie ouie synfid soulis to blia ; 

Kpui ii Ml). Jji aoule ia his, y myjf be bolde ; 

iy. 48 His merci passif his lyjtwisnes." 

sfnMW.^ It "Foraofe," quod fe sywner, "paf loue y weel, 

mrOtlW^ paV he is bofe good & kynde, 

lo.™ Truth. And ferto trewer fan ony steel ; 

52 jjatf be louef tmfe weel achal y fjnde. 
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UBRCI FAS31TH B1}TWI8NES. 

IT How myjf god me of care vnbindo 
Sijien god loue)) troupe ao veitJli t 
Do way, mercy, [loa spillist' myohe winde, 
S6 For rijf sohal ioiy, & no mercy.' 

IT Merci seide, " woldisf fou god knowe, 
And wi]) good entent* mercy calle. 
And to htm meekeli ))ee abowe, 
)0 \}an schal neuero myscheef in }iee falle. 
IT JJouj fou haddUf do fe synnia alio, 
And )>ou crie mercy for al pi mys, 
^nrj wttA good herte on him to calle, 
J4 Jjan wole his mercy paese rijtwisneB." 

H " What," quod fe synner, " y trowe fou raiiu ; 
CauBf ^oa neuei-e of ])i pletinge biyiine t 
pe deuel bad me neoere mercy craue, 
J8 And he can more clergie fan al pi kyTiiie ; 
IT And he him silf is ful of eywne, 

And jif wole he neuei'e mercy crie : 
I coueit© neuere heuen to wy«ne 
J2 While rijt* sehal forji, & no morcie." 

IT Merci aeide " y preue bi skile, 

Witt* is noujf worji, but grace bo soujt"; 
))e deuel ^Hap clergie & witP at" wille, 
JG And euere he 8etti|) it foule af noujf : 
IT He fil in wanhope as hiwi neuere roujte, 
t>oni} pride in heuen he loste his blis ; 
Hadde he oonys grace bisou^te, 
30 Merci hadde pasaid rijtwijsnes." 

1i Wharene f e synner herd J»is, he ajjed sore, 
With rewful cheer greet dool he made, 
And seide, " of pee wole y leme moie - 
B4 )}an is the deuel fals and bad, 
^ JTor if he niyjte msj'ci haue had, 
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UBROI FASSITH RIJIWISNE8S. 

A ^oaand eipia y him defie ; 
He may be Bory & no-f iog" glad 

)}a.t Bchal lutue 'lijtwisnes & no mercy." 

Blercy biheeld JiaP semeli goosf. 

And s«ide, " leue hcoper, forsake fe feeud, 
For he wolde fayn Jii eoule were loBf , 

To dwells in helle witAont eend. 
H Biseche now grace, & god wole sende 
And J)ou wolf do as y fee wija, 
And ))aD }i aovle to heu^i schal weade, 
pere merci passi)) rijtwifines." 

" Alas," quod (le synnei, " al my lijf y rue. 
For iV is no ^ing< as y irende ; 
To eerue god y wole be trewe 

If ony grace he wole me sende. 
H Of al wickidnes he me defende I 
)M fals feend, y him defie ; 
He wolde no fing" fatf y dide meende, 
|>af biheef me tijf no m«me." 

lUerci aeide " if )>ou wolf so, 
i)oa myjf be glad al )ii I^f, 
And for pi eyime ftm maisf ho woo. 
And to a preesV cleene fee schrine, 
U And take penaunce witftouf sttijf, 
Bepent^i^e fee of al fi mye, 
Jjan bi fi witf f ou maisf knowe rijf 
}laf merci passif rijtwianes." 

" Alas," quod the aynner, " y haue lyned wrong' ! 
Wliaf penaunce were y worfi to hane ) 
))er may no man sette me to stioi^ 
Jjouj y were quicke doluen on grane. 

' MS. traiupoaet riJtwuneB and mercy. 
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BIJTWISNESS. 

H A ! olmijty god, mercy I cniue, 

Sovt lete my fleacfae my ayTinis abie I 
GracioBe cnetf I my eoule ^ou haue. 
For rijf U non^f wifouf mercie," 

luietcy Beide, " ful weel |)ou wooiit', 

Aa foxt hasf often herd sayen, 
What* maa u founde feAf was losf , 
Wif him ia criaf pleaid & fayn, 
H What' Qede had erietf to suffre payne 
Buf foi to bie oure soulia to blia 1 
Telle me ^i Ujf heere al playn, 
pal? mercy may passe rijtwisnes." 

" BLy fyue wittU y haue mya spenda 
)7oruj pride, onuie, & leccherie ; 
To )ie ten heestia y haue nof tends 
Jjoru) alon^ wia}ifie, & glotenie. 
51 In coueitise lyued haue y, 

And ueuere dide werkia of mercycs ; 
Ood 1 jeue me grace or fiaf y die ! Ood, lei ' 

Jji merci may passe rijtwisnes." juiti«. 

Uorci ^af him penaunce stionge, i'*'^- 

And seide "man, wolf (ton fis takel DoOiiiD 

}3ou moste aufire bofe rijf and wrong" "ke tuy 

IP fou Jii synne wolt" forsake 

11 In good praiers fou muste wake, Witthir 

And nouere ^wilne to do a-mys ; Nevar wi 

And for bi sorewe bat" bon doosf make, Tbsn Mei 

Merci scbal passe njtwisnes. jiuii«. 

Pe synner took penaunce wiji good enlenf, Thtunm 

And lefte al his wlckid synne ; 
Whanne he hadde leeue, away he wcnf 
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100 UKBCI FASBITH RIJTWIBNEeB. 

uAiUhiifrimidi 148 Fioia alle bis freendia, kiji & kyune. 
■ndnoiiniru- H Ie greet penawice he putte him inue. 

And iieaere afldr wilfulli dide mys ; 
Hi cnuud to He truste on god heuen to wynne, 

ubtnini. 152 jMie mercy pasei)) rijtwijsnes. 

Lord I giva HI Almijti god I uow make us stable, 

mtnifiii ta u. And jeao us grace veel to spede. 

And to ti8 aUe boe morciable, 
156 And forjeue ua alle ottre myedede. 
Hurr.piU'oiir V And helpe na, ladi, att oure moosf node, 

To )ii BOne oure eoulia )iou wys, 
And wt'tA bis mercy fulli us fede 
■^Ntbrn^vn- 160 J}ere mercy paaei^ r^niJBnes. A-M-E-K. 



["Aareaoou tewlid,"or "FilinaB«gi«Uortaiu est," follows. 
It u printed in Politieal, BtUgUmt, and Love Poerm, p. 205, Ac] 
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[iMmbeth MS. 853, db. 1430 a.d., page 39 ; wittm 
teithoui breakg.] 

leiurterii. 

^ Fae bene dam Tisu. Post mortem Tinere ■! tub. Donuouia 
H Taogere ;ni gandet meretrioem qnaliter HowdlMfaairiio 

PalmiB pollutu. regem tractare salutii. StsSt^^ 

Credo in denm patrem omnipotentem. *^"^ '*'*^ 

In fee, gixt fadir, I bileeue, ii«U8«ini3od 

)K firete peisoone f ul of myjf, 
Jjat al of noujf haaf maad to meeue, 
i bojis heaen & ei)>e, day & Dyjf. 

H And in fin oonly goten Bon«, uuj m hh only 

Bom of f i silf bifoi al finff, 
Onre lord ih(wa«, fe secunde persoone, jwiuchriii, 

8 Bothe 00 god in heuen beinge. 

1[ (w same god faV euere haf ben, 

And sibeii conceyued bi be holi coost", «i»ic«iT4b7th» 

And, bom of a mayden cleene, bom of » pan 

.2 Eicanee a man in meekenea moosf. [Pigawj 

II And riji? as in fe trynyte 

Ben pergoones bre, substaancia buf ooi), (oritmgiut)- 

„ . , , . ■BUKM, God, Krai, 

E^f BO in liee ben Babstauncis pre, body) 

16 God, soule, bodi, & al con peraoone. 
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10^ * THE BELIEF. 

ihq Bufferd nndtr *\ TJiidir pilatc Jjou suffridiflt? peyne 

Bi fre wil, mankiiide to saue, 
'uenioAsd. Mailid on a crooa, & |)«-on slaiD, 

iKi buried, 20 And taken doun & bitied in graue. 

Mwodniiiiio 11 In soule oonli fou wente to helle, 

& took fiens fii parf, if was good rijf, 
luirrHngain But' Up fou roo8 in fleiacli and in felle 

be Uiitd dny, 24 )je frid day bi godli myjf. 

iHendedinio % ])ou stjj to heuen iu \\ manhede, 

And [lete ])ou sitfief on ])i fadir lijf aide, 
Buf ouer al-where is f i godhede, 
25 )>ere is noon )iat^ from ^e« him may hide. 

.bene* H* eiui) f bens schalf bou come us alle to deeme, 

vine to jmlin 

«th qnigk uid Bo)>e quik and dede of edams soed. 

Wt'tft. opene woundia & viaage breme ; 
32 )}is biloeue maki[i true men dreda 

[> PagetiO H I hileeae in ))e holi ^gooaf. 

Ugly Gtaoet. De fridde peraoone in trynyte, 

Of which fre noon Is more ne moosf, 
36 Buf al oon god in peisoones ^re. 

•hDmekeeHeir H )9e holi goosf makifi holi chiiche 

u^i'giiiag Of feififul men, bi comynynge 

itoteiichoui, Eoh oon to ofir what fei kunne worche 

40 In holiues and good lyuyng*. 



H Foi^eeuenes y hileeue of aywne 

Bi (le holi goosf and |)q saciamenf. 
If y maye goostli to hem wynno, 
14 Or ellis him silfe is euere presenf. 



H Jjouj he neuere so present" be, 
Jif lie wole for f ul meekenca 
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THB BEUEF. 

Jjftf y do feiio (xjf is in me, 
48 Leaf contempf lette me of forjeuenea, " 

H Also y bileeue in tool mynde, 

Jje holi gooaf schalle kEytte ajen 
J)e soole to jie fleiaehe of al mankinde ; 
52 For al fleish schal ryse Jiaf dee^ hath slayti. 

H Jm holi goosf schal jeue alao 

Euerlastynge lijf to alle true mere. 
J3at we may heere seme fer-U>, 
56 H Y rede we seie alle, amen. 

IThe Sixteen Poind qf Charily, or " MaD, among ]a myrjiu," 
printed p. Ill, bebw, follows here in the MS.] 
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%\t €tn Commaniimenfs. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, a6. H30A.o.,page 47 j icriUeit 
mtkout breakg.] 

EUery man achulde teche Jiia lore 

To hise children with good entenf , 
And do it him-silf eueimoie, 
4 To kepe weel goddia comaufidemenf. 

H Fals goddis ))0U schalf noon haue, 
Baif woiMhipe god omnipotenP ; 
Make nof Jii god ])af man ha)> giauo : 

8 )}is is ^e flrste comaundemenf. 

^ GoddiiS name in ydil take foa nof, 

For if poM do fou schaltf be scheenf j 
Swere bi no fing' }>at' god haf ■wroujf : 
13 J3is is pe aecujide comauTidenieitf. 

H Haue mynde to helewe fiin toll day, 
J)ou & alle {tine with good entent ; 
Leue eeruQe werkis & nyce aray : 
16 Jjis is J)e |)ridde comauTideinenf. 

V Worsdiipe f>i fadir & f>i modir bofe, — 
J)af longe lij£ to fiee bo lenf, — 
Wi'tft meete ^and drink, coumforf & elofe : 
20 ))is is |)a iiij* comau«demewf, 

H Sle no man wtt7( yuel wille, 

Entiauuiple, or tunge, or strokis denl^ ; 
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THE TBK CUM MAM DUB NTS. 

Buf euennore do good (or ille : 
•2i piaiape fifthe comaundemeiif. 

IT Do no leccherie in al fi lijf ; 

Lete fleischeK knowynge tiom fwe be lenf 

Saue oonli bi-twene man & wijf : 

28 |)ia is ))B sixte comaundemeDl'. 

f \>oa schalf not* stele no manei of ^iog*, 'vii< smi not. 
Ke lielpe )>erto bi no consent*. 

Leue alio fala meauris & al gilisge : v— no duni. 
32 pia it ^e .vij. comanndem^nj. 

IT t^on schalf beere no f als witnes viu. b«c » 

For no mater faf may be menf ; 

Seie eiiCT-e fe sofw, or holde (li peea : 
36 )}iB is ^ -viij. comaundement*. 

IT bou schalt* not coueite bi neiiboris good, u.CoTttnot 

'^ ' th)ri,.l,hlx«i-i 

As hous, lond, catel, ne reiLF, gwds. 

In hindringe of liim & of his blood : 
40 ^is is J)e .ix. comaundemonf. 

IT boa schalt* nof desire bi neiiboria feere, x. oo«t nottiiy 

J- — 7 ■ nrtgliixmr'.wlfej 

Ne falsli hie semaunt? from him henf , , "i" "oi hit 

Ke no good }aif ^he hath heeie : cihit. 

44 (jia is )ie .x. comauwdemeHf. "** 

IT )3ese ten to kepe, fou jeue ua grace ciiri«i, ji™ «• 

J^f on [le roode was al to-renf, U"" T«n, 

In-to his blia faf we mowe paese oai we m»y 

45 Af ^e laste day of Ingement. 
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$epE Md €mUs faannbtiutnt. 

[Venfm MS., ab. 1370 A.D., fol. 408 b., col 1. 
Printed here for comparison' sake, with the metrical 
povnie, but no gtops.] 

X warne vche leod. [lat line)) in lunde. 

And do hem dredles. out of were. 

)}at ^I most studie. and vnderstonde. 
i )]e lawe of criet. to lone and lere. 

|Mr nis no mon. fet ne nere. 

P&t may him aeluen. sane vn sclieut. 

But be ))at ca8te)<. wi^ coneience cJere. 
8 To kepe. wel. Cristes Comaundoment. 

pov most haue o God. and no mo. 

And serue iam bo)>e. v/iUt mayn and milit. 

And ouer alle {linges. lone him also. 
12 For he ha> lant fe. lyf and liht. 

Jif Jiou beo nuyjed. day or nihl. 

In peyne be meke, and pacient. 

And lule fie ay. be leeon liht. 
16 And kep wel. Cristes ComaundemenL 

IT And let fi neijhebor. frend and fo. 

Eiht frely. of Jii frendschnpe fele. 

In herte. ^t )iou wilne hem so. 
20 Biht as |)ou woldest. {li self weore wele. 

And help to sanen hem. from vucele. 

So )Hit heore soules. beo not echent. 

And also heore care, fon helpe to kelu. 
24 And kepe wel. Ciistea comaundement. 
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Jtpe Mttl Cristis Comitunlitiitfiii. 

[Latnleth MS. 853, ab. 1430 a.d., page 49 ; wri«eM 
without breaks.] 

X Wamo eche lijf yaff liue]) in lond 

And do him dredlees out^ of were, tiithmaaoi. 

pa\f he muef studie & vndiistonde 
4 )]e lawe of god to loue & leie. 

IT For Jiere is no maw feer ne neer ontj hs cui be 

iMf may him sillfe eaue vnschenf himKTr to k^ 

Buf he ^af casti)) him wttA conscience cl( 

8 To kope weel cristis comanndemenf. . 

Xlloa Bchalf haue oou god & no mo, 

And serue him bo|)e vip mayn & myjt*, 
And ouer al Jiing* lone him also, 
12 For ho ha> lenV )iee lijf & li}f. 
IT If )k>u be noied bi day or nyjf. 
In peyne be meeke & pacienf, 
Awi rewle fee ay bi resoun rijf, 
IS And kepe weel cristis comaandemenV. 

^ete |)i neije-^boria, bo^ fieend & fo, 

Freli of |)i freendschip feele ; 
In herte wilne ^u hem also 
20 Kijf 38 Poa woIdJBt^ Jii silf were wek. 
IT Helpe to aaue hem from Tnsele 

So )iaf her souhs ben nof acbenV, 
And her care |iou helpe to kele, 
24 And kepo wecl cn'stis couiaundem07<l'. 
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KEPIi WEL CRISTES COMAUNDEMENT. (vBRSON MS.) 

IT In Idel. Godea nome tak fou iioujt. 

But cese. and saue fe from ]>at synne. 

Swere bi no Jtiwg. fat God ha.} wrouht. 
28 Be war. hie wrafjjo. leat f on hit wyBDe. 

But biey Jie her. hale to blynne, 

J3ftt blaberyng are wiji ofes blent. 

VDCOii))e and knowen. and of Jit kynne. 
32 And kep weL cristes comanrndemettt. 

^ In clannes and in ciistea werk, 
Haue myude. to holden (lin haly day. 
And diauh Jie f enne. from dedes detk. 

36 "WiJi b1 (li meyne. Mon and may. 
And men vnaan^te. loke Jwra assay. 
To eaujten hem f enne. at en assent. 
And pore and aeke. }iou pleae and pay. 

40 « And kepe wel ciistes Comaondement. 

If Jji Fader fi Moder. jiou 'wonchiipe bojie. 
Jif jjou wolt botelea, bale escheawe. 
With connseil cu?re-forte hem. yrtth mete and 
clofe. 
44 As fou seat, hem neodef newe. 
And 3if fei talke of tales vn-tcewe. 
);ou torn hem out. of fat entent. 
And ciiates lawe. help fat fei knewe. 
48 And kep wel ciiates. Comaundement. 

H Sle no mon. wif wikked wille. 

Be war. and vengeaunce tak fou non. 

In word, ne dede. loude. ne etille. 
52 Eakbyte fou no mon. blod ny bon. 

But ay let gabbynges. glyde and gon. 

A-wey whei f ei woL glace, or glent 

And help fat alle men ben aton. 
66 And kep wel criates comaundemewt. 
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KEPE WESL CBIBTIS COHAUKDEUBtTT. {lAUBETH MS. 653.) 

Voddia name in ydll take |)ou noajf, ' ii. 

But' ceeeee & eane pee from ))af ejnne ; vm 

Swere bi no (ping* paf god haj) wroujf, b«i 

28 Be waar hia wraffiB lesf ])ou bo wynne. hu 

IT Euf bifde fee enere her bale to blinne tm 

paV wif blaberinge oojjia ben blenf, ati 

Yucou|)e t& knowen of pi kynne ; 

32 And kepe weel cn'etis comaundem«nf. 

In clennes and in crietie 7erk iii 

Haue mynde to balowe ))in holi daye, 
And diawe |)ee panne horn dedia derk 

36 Wiji al pi nieyne, man & may. ui 

IT Men TiiBoff, loke pou aeay irj 

To Boften 'Hiem to good aaaenf, ( 

Helpe poore and Bike to please & pay, poo 
40 And kepe weel metis comauwlement. 

"i fadir & modir worschipe hope — i^. 

If Jwu wolt' boteleea bale eachewe — Ma 

Wj'tA councelle, coumforte, meete & dope, con 
4i As pou aeeef faf heTfi nedip newe. 

IF And if fei talis of wotdia vntrewe, Toi 

tjou tume hem ouf of paf enteuf, utii 

And crtstis lawe helpe pat' pei knew, in 
48 And kepe weel criatis comaundemenP. 

Sle no man wM wickid wille ; v. ; 

Be waar, of veniaunce take pou noon ; uc 
Eerii ne late, lowde ne etille, 

52 Bacbite no man, blood ne boon, bu 

IF Baf lete enere gabbing" glide & goon i™i 
Away, wheper if wole glase or glenf ; 

And belpe paf alle men were at< oone, Hti 
56 And kepe weel cmtia comaundemenf. 
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KBPa WBt ORISTES COUAUNDEUBKT. (VBHNON MB.) 

IT Stele fou noujt. fi nei5ebors fmg. 

Nou|)ur wij) Btilleaes. ne wift atrif. 

Nor with no maner. iTTong getyng. 
60 J)i self fi seruannt. child, ne wyf. 

To Bulle QTirf buye. jii fou be ryf . 

Wayte al way, fat wrong be went 

As liou volt lyue. fe laatyng lyf. 
€4 )}ou kepe wel. oristes comaundement. 

FalB witnease, loke Jww non bere. 

?if |)0W wolt. in blisae a-byde. 

)ji nei5ebore, wityngly to dere. 
68 Ne no mon noufer. in no sjde. 

But loke ])at no nioc be a nnyjed. 

And f ou may him. from bannes bent. 

And help fat falshede. beo distruiet. 
72 And kep wel. cristea comaundement 

^ Snnge yoa not. in lecberie. 

Sucb lust vn leueful. let hit pas. 

Consents f on not to aucb folye. 
76 pei founden is so foul trespas. 

And loke, f ot noufer more ne las. 

))i lykyr^. on fat luat be lent 

Leste fou aynge. fis aonge alias. 
80 For brekyng. of cristes comaundemertt. 

H J3i nei)beboTs wyf. coueyte |iou noujt. 

Vnleuefolly. a-jeynes fe lawe. 

Wif hire to aunge. in word ne poujt. 
84 And trom. |)at deede. euer foa fe drawe. 

And neoer eey. to hire no sawe. 

To make hire, to synne assent. 

Ke pleae hire not witA no mia plttwe. 
88 But kep wel. cristes eomaundenient 
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KEPB WEEL CRI8TIS COHAnKDBUBKT. (^I.ASiBETS MS. 8o3.) 

Bynne fou not in leccherie ; v 

Such lust* vnleeffnl, ]ete if passe ' n 

CoDsento |iou nof to ^af folie 
60 J)af fouiiden if ia so ^foule a trespasu. 

IT ^d loke |)ou, timber more ne Itwae •< 

pi likinge on )iaf luaf be lenf. 
Leaf ))oii singe pts song* ' alas !• 

64 For brekinge of criatis comaundemenf.' 

otele )iou noujf of |)i neijboria Ijing* ^ 

Jfeifer wif stilnes ne witt stTijf, n 

Ne wttft no maner of wrong" geetynge, 
68 ]}i ailf, yi eeruaunf, child, ne wijf. 

IT To bie & sUle if fou be rijfe, c 

Loke euere )iaf wrong- away be wenf : •> 

If foa wolf han enerlaBtinge lijf, 
72 Kepe weel cristis comaundemenf. 

Fals witues, loke Jiaf |)ou noon bare ; t 

If ))oa wolf in blis a-bide, 
yi ncijbote wilfulli foa ne dere, ii 

76 Ne noon )taf wonef Jtee biaide j 

IF Buf loke |taf no man be anoied hi 

If ^on may inm from barmea lienf , 
And belpe jiaf £a]sh.ede were distroied, h 

80 And kepe weel criatis comaundemenf. 

ri neijboris wijf, coueite J)ou uoujf ii 

Vnleeffolli, ajena J>e lawe, 
Wi^ hii to aynne in dede oi ))ou)f , 
84 Buf fcom fe dede eu«re ]?ou drawe, 

IT And ceesse, & seie to hir no aawe ■> 

To make hii foi to aynne aesenf, >« 

Ke pleaae hir nof with no nyco plawe, 
88 Buf kepe weel criatis comaundemenf. 
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KEFE VEL CRISTES OOlUnKDBMEN'T. (vERNOK liE.) 

IT ^i ne^eboTB hoiu. wenche ne knaue. 

Vnskilfully. cooeyte ftou noulit. 

Xe jit liis good. witA wrong to haue. 
92 Fot hit lest fxia to bole be brouht 

For whon ]m bo^. echal vp be souht. 

Jif Jmu in to pia annnes aaaent. 

Fill bitterly, hit mot be bonjt. 
96 Foi brekyi^ of ciistes. Comaondement. 

li Vche mofl fat wol. fia lesstm lere. 

And lone)), a lawefiil lyf. to lede. 

He may not miese. on none msnere. 
100 )>e mer^ of heuene, to hia mede. 

For crist him here, wol heipe and he.de. 

And he|)ene. in to heuene hent. 

For-Jji I. preye. fat crist va apede. 
104 Kuyndely to kepe. his comaundement. 
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ZEPB WEBI. CBISTIS OOltADKDEMENT. {lj 

J, ni neijboria hous, wenche, ne knawe, c.ivtt noi uiy 

VuleeSulli coueite ^on noujf, h<i<iH,iiuiii,« 

Ke o])ii good, wrong' to baue, 
92 Lose J)ou for it to bale be broujf. 

H For wbanne ^e aoo)ie scha] be up Boujf, foruthaLut 

If Jpou to }iis ejnne aeseiif, p4yi>iu«i/(Mit 

Ful bittirii if schal be boujP 
96 For brekinge of cn'atia comaunUement'. 

JiKb man ^if wole jiis lessoan lere, Nomunhn 

Andlouefi a lawful lijf tolede, «ininii>thu]oj> 
He ne may mys on no manere "'"■ 

100 t^ myitis of beuen to haue to meede ; 

H For crisf wole biw» beere belpe af nede, torChri-twiii- 

For from hena to heuene be ivole bim bent, l»i o. pnj uim 

FoT-)ii praie we |)af criaV ua spuJe hii Camnuuid- 
104 Kindeli to kepe bis comanHdemo«f, Auion. 



["There is n* creatonr but oon," printed pp. 18-ai, folluwa 
hem in the M3.] 
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[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 a.d., page 43 ; (m/(eH 
without breaks, except lines 6-12, 21-4.] 

*" ^". among' jvi myr|)is haue in mynde 

rrom whens fou come & wbidir Jjoh teendis, 
How freeli ^ou falliBf & filisf ))i kiniie 1 
i Arise & make of ^ ^i mys omeendis, 

U PaV of [lie world whanne fou ouf wendis, 
)}ou maiaf in beuene )ii lotd god se 
Among* hise apostolis & dere freendis 
8 Ab a chosen child in charitee. 

Xne h^esf lessoun ^f man may lere 

Is to Ijue iuaf lijf, if fou wolf loke, 
Yf [k>u haue grace to holde & heere, 
12 Is playnli printid in poulis hooke. 
^ For god to poul ])is lessoun tooke 
in |ie )iridde heuen, hi^eat" of ^re, 
Euery man to cunne & looke 
16 }}e aixtene propiitees of charitee. 

Xhouj y Bpeke,' seifi seint poulc, 

' As anngils doon, or wttA mennis tunge, 
It chai-ite bo not* in J)i soule, 
20 I am huf as a brasen symbal eons'. 

H And (iou3 my bileeue be neuere so strong* 
So ))uf mou»t«yns be meued bi fei]) of me, 
I am nof worthi to god so longe 
24 As me wanti|) chorite. 
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THE XVI POtNTIS OF C 

^houj J to pooTe men jeue al my good, 

And my bodi to brenne fere hoof fier ys, 
Afid eharite be not" in my mood, 
t It? proflti]) me not* to heueii blis.' 
H Buf for god wolde if schulde nof mys 
To koowe ia charite whanne we be, 
He taujte poul to teche al his 
! J» .xvj. Poyntia of charite. 

ijharite,' he sei)), ' is pacieuf, 

Alio disesis meekli sufUnge, 
Benigne aleo in hir entonf, 
J Kindelid wj'tA fier of good lyuyng" ; 
11 Keue™ ennyose for ony fingi 
To freend ne foo, whefir if be, 
Buf euere glad to goddis plesing" 
) To cheriscbe &Ue men in charitee, 

vhaiit« doof neuere wickidli 

Bi purpos of wil, ne wickid dede, 
Ke blowen 'is wtVi prtde fouj sche be welfi, 
i For to greue god ia hir moosf drede ; 
H For in helle depe Bchal be her njoede, 
A low wif lucifir for to be 
J^af for biynde pn'de wole take noon hede 
^ lowli to lyne in charite. 

Charite is nof coaeitose toold 

Of worachipe ne of wronge wynnynge. 
For wif ypocritis eche may nof holde, 
i No consente with ■wrong' getyng*. 
f Sche sechijj nof hii owno fing* 

For hindringe of neijboris faf myjte be, 
For manye perels ben i» pletynge 
3 Jjaf acorden nof wi'tft charitee. 
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THE XVI P0YNTI3 OF CRAKITE. 

i^harite wole no fing" be wrno}i 

For liatmes faf hir silf may henf. 
But for to ejnne, al oonli is hir loo)), 

Ajens goddis comBundemeut. 
IF Charitee )ieDki^ noon yuel in hir entenf, 
£ut< stinti^ atrijf, & atoondi]) free ; 
Al ytwl wil, if wolde were went. 
And chaungid al foi chacite. 

Of wickidnes charite is not glad, 

Bi Uujter ne bi no likinge, 
Buf euere sobre, soft, & sad. 

In foujt*, in word, & in worduog*. 
H To rijt & troupe is Iier ioiyiig", 

To mayateine tnijie where-euere eche be, 
"With fei))ful and true folk Is hit dweUing, 
For suche ben chosen in charite. 

AUe jjuigb Bche borif vp meekeli, 

For al hir wronge schal tume to game ; 
Sche fallifi not" vnder for vilonyo, 

For los, foT sijknes, ne foi acbame. 
H AUe Jjingis sche trowif wift-ouf fame 
faf goddia lawe techif* trufe to be, 
And bidip ferbi for ony blame. 
For suche ben children of charitee. 

Alle ftingis sche hopijt to haue in blis ; 

For suche ache suffri)) & seruef heere ; 
For of mercy ache may not mys 

paif |)ts lesson wole lone & lere. 
H Sche abidi)> alle fringis w»t7t good chere 
Jjouj Bche f iuke longe fe eende to se. 
For of reward sche haf 'no were 
I t^at ynB ahidip in cbarite. 
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THE XVI POTNTIS OF t 

Charite falliji neuere a-way lo- chMiiy i 

From him faf if in charite wole holde, 
Bifore lie aftir domys Jay, 

Bttf encresBif iq blia an hundiid folile. 
51 Wha«ne al treaout is tried & tolde, MntbM^w 

Al help to blis is in J'ese five, CTi"*it''.°'* 

Feif, hope, & charite, nofpint," colde; ansuieg™. 

J)e mooate of hem is charile.' oiiaritj. 

Jji charite, man, [tou. must" loue more |' ™^ 'J" 

God fan silf, fe aoof to aay, «ii«if. 

For jiia is (>e lord-is owae lore, 

Witli al (li power him pleaae & pay ; 
H Thi neijbore also, wif-oute nay, S^^^'t"* 

Loue as fi silf saaf to bee ; 
To freend & fo holde faste fi fay. 
And thaunge J»ou neuere fro charite. 

If we Jrfs leasooM we loue & leere, ifweiMmi 

Apd take if triUi to oure entenf, kuowwhoi 

We scholen haue kaowinge good & cleere punuht. 

Who be'i blamelees & who ben scheuf. 
God, faf hasf ua oure lijf lenf, 

Grauwte faf we may oure ^silf to easerche P P»g« 

As fou for us on loode were renf , 
I Jjou chese ua to fee for charite, A-M-E-H". 



["Eueiy man scliulde toche bia lore," printed pp. 101-5, follows 
hnre in the HS.] 
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^ninbecim Sipa ante biem Inbitij. 

[MS. S.U. 24, TWwiijf CoZ&je, Cambridge; 
ah. 1450, A.D.] 

Kynge of grace, & ful of pjte. 

Lord of heuyn, I-blyssyd fmu be ! 

Haue mercy on va, we the beseche, 
4 Or we leae our wytt & speche I 

XV. tokenys telle I may 

That ahal come before doomys day. 

As it ia seyde yE tbe prophecye, 
8 In. the bc>ok of Jeremye. 

Heikenyth now )ie tokenynge 

That J>e firate day shal brynge ; 

Pro beuyx shal a layne f^e, 
12 Hit shal be byttyr aa eny gaUe, 

Hytt ahall be as red as any bled, 

Onyr all Jw worlle a grymly flod ; 

Hytt Bchallc ouergo wyth lai^e mett 
16 Alle that ya in erth I-sett : 

The chylderyn vn-borfl Aferd shall be 

Of thys tokenynge, aa I telle the. 

And meue hem tyll ooi' Syth 
20 Eyth aa fey apeke myth. 

The aecunde day ys stronge v/iHi alle : 

The eterrya ahal fco heuyn f alle. 

So dredfulle and so breyth 
24 As the fyre off (w dondyr lyth. 
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QUIKDECIH BIQNA ANTE DIEH lUDICIJ. 119 

Men schalle say, " weUe-away ! 

Thya ben the tokenys off domys day ! " 

They scholl cry & syka fwre, 
28 And Bay, " lord, mo-cy, thyn ore' ! " [• us. thynom] 

The iij'" day ya off ayche : lu- Tho san 

In ertlie and in heuyn-ryehe 

The hye aoii thatt ya ao biyth, 
32 So fayr, and so full off lyth, 

Hitt ahalle be swarte aa any pyche : 'i^^ '""> i"!"* 

Aile thatt yhall be rewlyche. 

Men scbalie pea aone Be 
36 Att mydday hytt ahalle awarte be ; 

All thatt ben on lyve 

SchftUe thya wordys dryve, 

" Alas thatt we acholle Abyde 
40 To Be (lis sorowe in Euery syde ! " 

The iiij** day ye awythe longe, iv. EvBijibing 

With wepynge & wytli sotow Amonge : 

All pat in erthe Btonde on oinii ituiii 

44 Scball to red blod wende ; biMd 

They schalle drawe hem to J>e grownde, 

Ther soballe they dwells butt no atownde, 

To the see fey schalle for drede, KuHeeioUnsea. 

48 Ryth aa moyaea the prophytt eayde, 

Thatt the mone schalle rewly falle The Moon iiiaii 

And wynd outt of hys reche atalle. 

The man aehalle say to hys wyfE 
52 " Alas (latt we be nowe Alyve ! " 

The v" day comyth awythe ; t- Aiibeuu 

For euery best fatt ya on lyve, h»iia wwHdi 

Toward heuyn her hedd schall holde, 
56 Tor thatt wonjier As y yowe tollde, 

Men schalle say, " lord, thyn ore ii» "h«ii prajr 

Off our aorowe & ofE our aore ! " 

Thya tellyth the prophecy 
60 III fe booke of Jeromy. 
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Welle we achalle vndytatoniie 
Thatt criatyndom hatt vnfei-foiige. 
una uk chriit lo " Thatt day, Viesiis to vs se 

bii™. 64 As foil* VBljowtyst vppon a tre, 

li^tJ"^ Thatt we-may com to fy blysse 

Margin.] j^^^ ^^j^^JJ J,y ^^^ yg J >. 

vi.TinTrwi The vj day Bchall down Falle 

dow1^ 68 The treya witA ])e cioppys aHe, 

And tnward ^e eithe the cioppys schalle be. 

For fere the man achalle lese hya wyff, 

iinaciiiidr.n The wyff her ehyld, fe chyUd hia lyff; 

72 Alle thatt leve schall lese here wytte ; 

Wo they be thatt Bchalle a-byde hytte, 

Bettyr they were to be oute off lyve 

Than soche payne for to dryre. 
vii.AiiauUH 76 The vij day scballe fall down 

[■ MB. (tow.! Chyrche and caatelle and euery town* ; 

T)i» htib ihiii All echall to-breke ; and euery hylle 

nptb.vBiiej.. Shalle lows, valeys For to Fyllo; 

80 The erthe schalle [be] ehene and clene ; 
KittiBttiiib* In ^ia worlle alle schalle be evyn; 

eveu. Than eohalle [le worlle evyn be : 

Wo ys ho fat thatt schalle ae ! 
VIII. A tuj of 84 The viij day ya a day off drede, 

Eyth as moysea (« prophytt seyde 
ThtiSHwiuriM Thatt the aee noil ryae & fle, 

Thatt eiiery beat aferd sohall be ; 
88 Than for drede hytt woU ryae & flowe 

"With wawya grete, & atormya towe : 
■ndbtdriTdiiip Thorowe the strength ofF pe wynd 

the wind. Into the Welken hitt echall slynge; 

AniMng 93 All thatt lonyth fatt day 

■iUwi>htob» Wold fle away, but fey ne may; 

euib. VaJyr erthe I-hydd they wold be 

Thatt Ihcsn cryat scholl nott hem Ase. 
96 Then wdle the see wytdrawe, 
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And wend to hya owjn hnwe. 

Godd of heuyn, Jiat best may, 

Haue mercy on vs vppon fatt day ! 
100 Tlio is day, wondyi hytt js, 

As the jM'ophecy tellyth iiytt I-wys : 

Thatt ail ^ynge achall speke |)an, 

Aud cry in erthe aftyr fe steuyu off man, 
104 Aod be-mone Item self in owr syjth 

Eyth aa fiey Bpeka myth. 

Lord Hiesu, Oiy myth f ou fullfelle ! 

"We be sorry (latt we dede agayii fii wills 
108 Or wi't/i towjth or witA dcde. 

Lord Ihesu 1 brenge va oute of J»ie di'ede 

Thatt we may com t-o rest ! 

Ther bale ys moat, & bote ys nexte. 
112 The .s.. day ys day of welaway 

As gregory sayth, and Jeremy ; 

Than echalle knele fs angelya hryth 

Before fe face of godd allmyth. 
116 Seynt peter, noper hia folow-redde, 

DiLT nott speke A won! for drede ; 

Tbey schalle ae heuyn vngo,' 

And )>e erthe schall Also, 
120 Tbey achalle scbryke & cryo lome 

For fe drede of fe grett dome. 

Develyu schall com oute off helle 

As aeyut Johan doyth vs tell, 
124 They achalle kry, "lord, thjra ore 

Off OUT sorowe & of our sore I 

Lett vs to heuyn com ! 

Longe ^ou haat hytt va be-nome 
128 Tor our gylt, and our myadede, 

And for our awyn wykkyd rede I " 

Thys ys a day of moche sorowe ; 

A strongyr comyih on Uie morrowe , 
133 The xi day comyth lyche, 
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WitA stronge stoniiye Bykyrlyehe, 
And aUe the stouya mocbe & Ijte 

SchoUe to-gedyt aore smyte ; 
136 Aile the worlle schalle to-dryve ; 

"Wo be fey fatt ben on lyve I 

The rayn bowe Iwryyd schalle be, 

Grymlyche In ayjth for to see. 
140 Than the deuelyn schalle ewyde ren, 

And for fere to helle tom ; 

God wille aay, " thet schull ye be, 

Ther echaU ye wone & be war^ : " 
144 God grownte Bo to be-tyde 

Thatt ire may be on bettyr ayde ! 

The xij day ys dredfulle than ; 

For than was neuer schappe of man. 
148 That woUe fatt god dyd hym ryth, 

Yff he dyist, & moat of myth, 

Angelys thatt bym Bsrayn alle, 

SchoU for vs vppon kneya falle, 
1 52 To goddya feett for our eyn ; 

And for the loue of all man kyn. 

Lord we be-seche the 

In )ii mercy for to be ! 
106 Dredfally comyth the xiij day 

To all f att Abyde hytt may. 

Fro the begynnynge of Adamye com 

Tylle the end of fe day of doome, 
160 Ne myth no man in booke rede 

Half the sorow, nofer half Jw drede, 

That god schalle say than 

Wien he comyth down yn achappe of n 
164 For alle the atonya grett and smale 

Thatt byth in etthe witAoutyu tale. 

All they schalle to^edyr dryngo, 

And euerychon to oJ>ec dynge ; 
108 They Bchall ryse & grynd so 
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Thatt (te fyr fro hem schalle go; 
They schall hten also biyth 
Ab fe fyr of fe dondyr lyth. 

172 The xiiij day ys A day of sorowe ; 

Strongs fyr sclialla com on fe morow, 
Ther schalle nothyng ia Jiys worlle leve 
Butt Bchalle bren to morow tyll eva. 

1 76 Thya passyth nott swythe aone ; 

On the morow ys fe day of doome. 
The sv day comyth ewythe : 
For euery maa fat was on lyve 

180 Fro Adamys tyme, the fyrst man, 
All6 to the dome schalle com than, 
Euery man of xsx" wynter olde. 
All schall com fe dome to be-holdu ; 

184 Euery man schalle ofers mete 
Att the mownte of olevett 
Two angelys schall hlowe her hemya ; 
The folke schall com alle attonya. 

188 Fulle sore tiian they may Agryse 

Whan they shnlle to (lo dome aryse ; 

Two angelys schall com be-forne 

Wit/t fe scoi^es, and witft the crowne of 

192 WitA drawry cher and aory mode, 
As bytt on hya hedd stode ; 
And the sper al ao acharpe 
As hytt stod on hys heitt. 

196 For no enuy, ne for no pryde, 

Longewa hym stonge dorow J>e ayde : 
LoDgeue then styll stode. 
On hya fj-ngorya ran [)e blod, 

200 He Btrokyd ther-wi'tA hys eyn lyth, 
They be-eoom as cler aa candylljtb. 
"Kynge and lord full of pyte, 
Thys mys-gylt (lou fur-yeue me I 

204 I dyd byt for non evyll deJe, 
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124 quIKDECIU SIQNA ANTE DIEM lUDlClJ. 

Kofer for no covetyse of mede." 

uiKtitthau Angelys Ecball brenge )ie rode br^th, 

infllioMy sMt. WiVt b^ody naylys precyoua of Bytb^ 

riisTi ciiri.i, nd, 20S ITieu comjth our lord vitJt drewry mode, 

Wyth armya I-apred all on blod : 

Hid Mj, " ji«n, " Man, now fe soth fou mayst I-ae, 

nrfteiij forUiKi Wliatc I sufferd her for tlie. 

212 Thys paasyon I sufferd her for fe r 

[ FM I-cronyd I was wttA thornya of a tre ; 

™-nd»ilh ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ j^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^^ 

10 wear tj My Be my eyn & be myn here, 

^'., ''"' 216 And te my paynya that wher stronge. 

Man, hytt was fe fulls ryve 
lIJflMlHlund^ To swere be my woiradya fyve, 

leMh.tongiw, Be my tethe And my tonge, 

iiart.iungi, 220 Be my hertt and be my longe, 

Hytt thowyth the fulle grett pryde 

lide.bcidutand For to Bwere lie my ayde, 

[1 ? ioKd] Be my brayne & be niy hedd ; ^ 

224 be my sowle I was ofle be-revyd. 

SucUshanntimi Man, hytt was full ijrett dyapyte 

didatMs; 

oo offte to make me edwyte 1 

rhonwoaMstnni Thon woldyst nott clothe me, ne fede, 

228 Thou woldyat nott heipe mo att my nede 1 

Man offte Jjou hast for-sworn me ! 

wii«i hR8t thou^^ Man what BuCferst )iou for me 1 " 

Tiim umei Our Than comyth our lady hem be-fore — 

232 In blyseyd tyme was she I-bore — 

tar. of blood. Wit A terys rennynge alle on blodd, 

Sore wepynge wit/t drewry moJd ; 

(lid Hjiiig, " Fadyr, & son, and holygost, 

"King and Locii, 236 Kynge and lord as fou wost, 

[• (*«] My swete son, I praye do^ 

grniii mo iiMiaj My bone to day ]Jou grawnt me I 

i-ivisnutThy Thy honde warke Jwt (mu hast wrowyth, 

240 Sly dere son, for-lese hem nowhte I 
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Thou bowst hem wyth fy blocld f 

And wtVt fpy flessch Tppon fe rode; 

My swete son, I pr«y the i 

244 For aU mankynd fat I may he ; t 

Graw[n]te hem fy awete blyaae, 
None of hem (latt fou ne mysse," i 

" Modyr, thy wille I-fullfyLyd shall he, 

248 Thy bone to dny I grawnt hytt J>e ; 

The goode y wille leae nowth, i 

My hondwerke that I ha«e wrowth. 

Thya fiatt waUde nott senie me, i 

252 My blyase Bchalle they neuere Be, 

Into payne they sehalle wende, • 

To haue' hytt euej-e witftoutyn eude. [ 

My chyldryn fat haue seruyd me, i 

256 In my blysae they achall eue?^ be; 

Ye echoll com witA me to heuyn « 

With angelya songe and mery ateuyn. 
And he clepyth hym be-fore, — 

260 In blyspyd tyme wer they I-bore, — 
He spekyth to hem myldclyche, 
' Comytb wiVi me to my kyngdome ryehe.' " 
Lord we be-seche f e i 

264 Thy Bwete blysse fatt we mott se ; » 

When we com to onre lyvya ende. 
Into thy blysse fat we mot wende. 
And grawnt va thatt hytt so be ! 

268 Amen, Amen, lord, For charite ! j 

[For the meaning of 1, 1S2, see Hampole'a Prieke of Coracienee, 
ed. Morris, 1863, p. 136, II. 4983-90 : 

pan sal ftUs ryse in J* aame eld J>an 

pat God had fnlly here als man .... 

pan waa ha of threty yhere elde, and twa, 

And of thre monethes >ai-with alawa ; 

In ]>at elde alio sal ryse at the last 

When ym here )>e grete hemes blaat.] 
[For dmrow throagh, 1. 197, and <fe thee, 1. 237, compare The 
Eiylitk Conquest of Ireland, E. E. T. Soc] 
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aagj tan rat mtft, timi 
lerne of mt. 

(the tiboin's bono ovbr her dead son.) 

[MS. 0. 9. 38, Trin. CoU. Cambridge. Written 
mostly as prose.] 

Sodenly A-frayd, halfe wakynge, halfe slepyng, 
2 and gretly dyamayJ, A woman, sate wepyng, 
WitJt fauowr in liere face far passynge my reson ; 
And of here sore wepyng fits waa fie encheson : 
Here sone yn here lappe layd, ache seyd, sleyn 
by treaoE : 
6 yf wepyng niyjt rype be, hit semyd then yn aeson. 
IheMM, so sche sobbed, 
80 here soue was bobbed 
9 And of hya lyue robbed ; 

Seynge thya wordys as y sey the, 

11 "Who can not wepe, com lerne of me." 

12 y seyd y cowde not wepe, y was so hard hertyd. 
Sche anawerd me acliortly wiUi wordys pat 

emartyd, 
"Lo, nature schall meve |>ej fow must be 
conuertyd, 
16 thjn owne fadyr tbys nyjth ys dede:" tbys 
sehee twhertyd ; 
"Jhetus, so my sone ya bobbed, 
and of hys lyue robbed. 
18 ffbi aoth then y sobbed 
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Verjf j'j'ng thys woidya, ae.yng to the, 

20 Who can not wepe com leme at me." 

21 " Now, breke hert, y the praye ! thys cord lyeth "Break, my 

so mlye, k fnuUj lued 

So betyn, so woundyd, Entretyd bo fuly. 
What wyjt may he-hold, and wepe noti none wiwcouMh 
truly, wigt" 

24 to see my ded dyre sone bledynge, lo, thys 
newly I " 
Euer stjlle schee sobbed, so •uii ah* w 

So here sone was bobbed, lum. 

27 And of hys lyue robbed. 

Newyng these wordya, as y sey the, 

29 " Who can not wepe, com leme at me." 

30 On me sche cast here yee, and aeyd, " see, man, 

thy brother 1 " 
Sche kyete hym, and seyd, "swete, am y not sbokiMdia 

thy modjil" 
And Bwonynge achee fylle ; ther by t wold be no iba •HooiMd i 
nothyt : 
33 y not whych more dedlye, the tone or the todyt. 

yett Bche leuyued, and aobbed nod nriving, 

how here sone was bobbed, hu wu bobb 

36 & of hys lyue robbed. 

" Who can not wepe," tbys ys the lay, 
38 And ffiih that wordys Bchee vanyschyd udtheniui 

A-way. ffinia. 
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^t Jtd^ of Inpislop Stropt 

(who was BSEBAbBD, 8 3VSB, 1405). 

[From MS. R. 4. 20, Trin. Coll. Oambridge, on a 
blank luaf at the end of Lydgate'a Siege of T/whes.] 

'It BiA Hay, hay, hay, hay, thynke on Whitsoniuonday 1 

lUKd, The byeshop Scrope that was so wyae, 

Nowe ia he dede, and lowe he lyse ; 
iiby Mmrj'a To faevyns blya jhit may he ryae, 

uub«v«i. 5 Thuighe helpe of Mtirie, that Riylde may, hay I 

n the hill When he was broght vnto the hylle, 

i> rjuik rigbt He held hym both mylde and stjlle ; 

He toke his deth with fnlle gode wylle, 
9 As I haue herde fatte trewe meo say ; hay ! 

iisHKOthHiet He that sbulde his dctlie be, 

nil miituiB H(! kneled downe vppon his kne : 

" Lord, yowr deth, foi^ffe it me, 
13 Fullehertly here to yowe I pray;" hay! 

[•, unnbid it, " Here I wylls the cojiimende : 

i^pnn or vt ^j^^^ ^^g ^^ ^^^^ strokys with thy hende, 

', imviiii. Anii thefl my wayes thoxx latt me wende, 

17 To hevyns blys that lastya ay ; " hay ! 

IComp. Hall'a Cliroiiiole, Ben. IV. fol uv (ed. 1550). W. A, W.] 
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KYNG HENRY THE .HII. 

1 THE SIXT YERE, 

IN this yere tlie Earle of Northumber^ -nKvi ' 
laude, wliicli bare styll a veuemous ^"°' r 
scorpion in his cankered heart, and couldc 
not desist to inuont and doaise waies and meaiics howc 
to h6 reuenged of kyng Henry and his fnutours, began 
aecretely to communicato his interior imaginacions and 
priuie thonghtea wilh Jiichard Scrop, Arcliebishop of J 
Yorke, biothet to ivilliam lord Scrop, treaaorer of 
England, whome kyng Henry (as yon liave lioard) be 
headed at the towne of Bristow, and with Thomas i 
Mowberey, erle Marslial, sonne to 'iTiomas dnice of 
Norffolke, for kyng Henries cause before bauislied 
the realnie of England, and with the luides, Hast- 
yngea, Fauconbridge, Bardolfe, and diverse other ■ 
■whiche he knewe to beare deadejy hate and inward 
grudge toward the kyng. After long consultacion I 
had, it was finaUy coricluded and determined aniongest ' 
theym, that all they, their ficndes and alies, with all 
their power, should meto at Yorkeswold at a diiy j 
appointed, and that therle of North mnborland should ■ 
b« chefetoine and snprtme gouemonr of the armie, 
which promised to bring with him a great number of 
Scottes. 

This sedicions conapiracye was not so secretly kept, 
nor so closely cloked, but that the kyng therof had 
knowledge, and was fully aduertised. wherfore to pre- 
nent the time of their assembly, he, with suche power i 
as he could sodainly gather together, vrith all diligence n 
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K^O HALLE ON AROHBiaHOF SCROPB'S DEATH. 

marched toward Uie North parties, and Tsed suche a 

celeritie in his ioumey that ho was thither come with 

all Ilia hoste and power before the confederates hearde 

any inlcelyug of his march jng forward ; and sodainly 

»nrt uppraiitiuied there wer apprehended the archebiahop, the earle 

guroptuidoiiitn, Marshall, sir lohn Lampley, and sir Eobart Plumpton. 

■■hnwBreBii These personnes wer arrained, atteinted, and adiuilged 

wiiit-MiHii).)' to die ; and ho on the Monday ia Wlijtson weke all 

ouuweTork. they withoute the Citie of Yorke were beheadded. 

Here of iieeesfiitie I ought not, nor will not, forgeate 

how some foolishe and fantastlcall personnes Lane 

Keoitiiiiu Aw* wrytten, howe en'onius Ippocrites and sedicyoua Asses 

Aroiibiihop't haue enditod, howe superaticious Fryers and malycious 

Monkes linue declared and diuulged— hothe contrary to 

goddes doctrine, the hononre of their prince, and 

common knowen veritie — that at the nowre of the 

wiun ^• Mkiftir execucion of tliis Bishop (which of the Execucioiier- 

mfiniirine desired to haue fine strokes in remembraunce of the 

KingHeiiiyhmd' fiuc woiindes of Christ) the kyng at the same tyme 

nKki syttyng at diner had ,v. strokes in his necke by a 

person inuisihle, & was incontinently striken with a 

niiicbioiit. leprey; which is a manifest lye, as yoa shall after 

plainely perceiue. 

Whu ihiU vB What shall a man say of sache writers whiche toke 

apon them to knowe the secretes of Ooddes iudgement % 

think of umh what shall men thinke of suche beastly peisones, 

' whiche, regardyng not their boundea dutie and 

obeisance to their prynce & soaerain Lorde, enuied the 

punishment of traiteis and torment of offetidersi But 

what shall all men coniectnre of suche whyche, fanor- 

ynge theyr owne worldly dignitie, their owne priuat 

UMMji^iwiuid anctorite, their owne pecuhar profit, wyl thus iuggle, 

raUo, and imagine fantasies agaynst their eoueiaigne 

lorde and Prince, and put them in memorye as a 

u(«iHin» miracle to his dyshonor and perpetuall infamy! well 

let wyse men iudge what I haue said. 
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GLOSSARY. 



Abie, p. 2S, I. ISO ; p. 66, 1. 22, pa7 
for, atone for ; A.S. abicgan, 

Ahovie, p. 97, 1. 99, bow, bend, hamble. 

Ad«itun, p. 70, L 396, blame, accuse ; 
A.S. cdv:ltan. 

AjvDseid, p. S4, 1. !00, deniEd. 

Aggregidiaf , p. B2, 1. 346, aggrcgeT, to 
aggravatB. CotgraTe. 

Afiiyse, J). 123, 1. 188, A. 3. agrymn, 

Aiuongi, p. 61, 1. 59, at iutervala, 

'nmotige, or sum tynie, interdum, 

qttandoqtie.' V. Parv. 
Apcele, p. 71, 1. 433, Fr. appeUr, to 

accuse, appeocli, or charge with. 

Cot 
Aslake, p. SO, L 47, A.S. ailacian, 

slacken, diaaolve. 
Afllope, p. 64, L 427, aside. 
Asswage, p. 79, 1. 10, quiet down ; Fr. 

assoiwager, to assuage, quiet, stiU, 

paciSe. Cot. 
Attir, p. 24, t. 62, poisonous. 
Auauiitage, at his, p. 81, I. 70, in his 






mtrol. 



Awaits, p. 76, L 693, ? watch. 
BalkB. p. 92, 1. 47, baulk, a i 



Bemys, p. 123, 1. 186, Inimpets ; AS. 

BigooD, p. 16, I. 40, overwhelmed; 

i.S. begdJi ■ 

hatid, p. " 

hijf , p. 

behiUen, 
Bikir, p. 46, 1. 15, strife. 
Binam, p. 92, 1. 34, took away from ; 

A.S. bendm. 
Bitake, p. 20, 1. 74, commit; A.S. 



Bleere, l>. 60, 1. 7S, mock, scorn ; 'I 
gyue hiin the best counaayle I can, 
and the knaue bleareth bis tonge at 
me, Hrer la lav^ia. ' Palsgrave. 

Blynne, p. 97, 1. 66, cease. 

Blyue, p. 46, 1. 177; p. 86, 1. 30, 
quicltly. 

Bobbed, p. 126, 1. 8, beaten ; ' bobot 
on the heeJ, coup dc poiiig.' Pals- 

Booue, p. 6, L 21, prayer; A.S. ben. 
Bote, p. 11, I. 104, remedy ; A.S. Mi. 
Boteles, p. 108, 1. 42, remeilileas. 
Breme, p. 102,-1. 31, ?not A.S. breme, 

glorious, but ' hrym or fera. Fcrus, 

firox: Pr. ParT. 
Broode, p. 37, 1. 77, abroad, nbout. 

Carefnl, p. 16, 1. 39, full of care and 
trouble. 

Cesoup, p. 42, 1. 28, !aeizin, posses- 
sion, or 'take a cesoun,' stay a 

Chesoun, p. 42, 1. 32. cause, reason ; 

O.Fr. at}iaifoa, occasion. 
Clene, p. 1, 1. 7, pure; *Cleno, iiiMn- 

rfwe, piinu. ' Pr. Parv. 
Clennosse, p. 64, L 197, parity. 
Clinga, p. 85, 1. 68 ; p. 89, L 20, A.S. 

c/tn^an, \a wither, cling, or shrink 

op. 
Conclude, p. 77, 1. 605, shut up. 
Contrarie, p. 37, 1. 87, go contrary to. 
Coords, p. 3S, 1. Ill, accoi'd. agrre. 
Cooat, p, 34, I. 63, Fr. fasU, a coast or 

<inart«r. Cofgrave. 
Coilntirtaile, p. 71, 1. 416, Fr. toiUrc- 

lailU, the one part of a tallie, or 

score, alreadio marked, or notched. 

Cotgrave. 
Croppys, p. 120, L 68, tops ; A.S. Brop, 

top, bunch, berry. 
Curnie, p. 114, I. 15, A.S. 'eunnan, to 
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Cus, p. 12, 1. 22, kiss ; A.S. ciu, cyss. 

Daswen, p. SS, I. 338, become dazed or 

dim ; Du. duyalr.r, dim. 
Defie, p. 85, L 6, fear for! 
Dslice, p. 78, L 633 ; Dely«, p, 42, 1. 

43. Fr. dclUei, delights, pleasures. 
Dere, p. 110, L 67, injure ; A.S. derian, 
Derworfii-'af, p. 52, 1. 352, A.S. deor- 

vmrde, precious, of jfreat value. 
Diffence, p. 60, 1, 63, Ft. d^ease, 

answer, argument, 
Diseeyuable, p. 86, I. 7, deceitful. 
Disenre, p. 63, I. 165, discover. 
Diapence, p. 63, L 157, gain, reward! 
Diaperoge, p. 74, 1, G08, incongruity ; 

O.Fc. de^iarager, to offer vnto, or 

impoBe on, a man vnfit, or nnworthie 

conditions. Cot. 
Dondyr, p. 118, L 24, thnniler. 
Drewis, p. 60, 1. 66, ? draughts. 
Drynge, p. 122. 1. 166, A S. yringan, 

throng, rush. 
Dwjnne, p. 27, I 176, dwindle; A.S, 

dwiiurn, to piue, fade, waate away. 

Edwjtp p 1''4 1 226 reproach, twit- 
t ng AS d die rej roach, diagrsce, 
contumely 

Enche ] 10 I 6 o casion ; O.Fr. 

Ens re p 18 t 9 CO k sure. 

Entenb on p 21 1 92, 'excuse, or 

n nd 
Ernest p 69 1 350 harvest; A.S. 

hafe^ 

FaU p 76 1 SO") ■leceive; O.Fr, 

fa ietts c n nel oupable.' 
Fare p 95 1 13 go ngs on, ways, 

Ife 
Fawe p 96 1 2S fin glad. 
Felle p 25 1 92 )fal or felL 
Fen p 26 1 121 m re nmd. 
Fere p 88 1 111 company ; in /ere, 

together 
Fere p 86 1 
F 1 sf p 114 L 8 
Plate p 75 1 532 Du. vkyden, to 

flatter to sooth o to antics with 

fa re [wo d ] Hei-ham. 
Fleme p 18 1 17 banish ; A.a fiy- 

Flonsche p 80 1 18 ornament, deck. 
Fo aonn p 43 1 64 Fr foison, pientie. 

Fond d p 8 1 3 (r ed A..S./andian, 



Foondi, p. 95, 1. 13, try, 
Foonned, p. 96, 1. 33, foolish t 
For, p. 18, L 35, 40, because. 
Forbeere, p. 60, 1. 76, restrain. 
Forclonge, p. 18, 1. 31, A.S. dingan, 

to wither, pine, or shrink np ; far- 

clungen, ^iiink, 
Forlete, p. 30, 1. 250, A.S,/urtefiin, to 

For>i,' p. 24, L 89, for that reason. 
Fonlden, p. 73, 1. 485, ) fold, bend. 
Frame, p. 44, L 97, ^A-S./renw, profit, 

advantage. 
Fraujte, p. 76, 1. 690, freight, load. 
Frike, p. 23, 1. 26, glad, joyflll ; A.S. 

/rieian, to dance, frisk. 

Geaoun, p. 64, L 206, )Fr. geise, a 

common sinke or sewer ; a Kuttar 

for the voiding of ordure. Cotgr. 

Not. E. gcaeon, rare, strange, 
GisP, p. 98, 1. 63, show. 
Glewc, p. 29, 1. 236, A.S. glww, Joy, 

mirth, glee. 
Grame, p. 63, I. 168, A.S. grajna. 

anger, rage, wrath. 
Greede, p. 14, 1. 73, greet, moan; 

A.S. gr(vtan, to weep, cry ont. 
Gril, p. 83, 1. 12, Hliarp, unkind ; O.N. 

grila. H. Coleridge. 

Hadde-y-wisf, p. 73, I. 497, had-I- 
known (what Would have happened), 
after-regret. 

Happe, p. 89, I 26, wrap over, cover 
for defence ; Is!, hypia, Jamieson. 

Harewide, p. 53, L 885, tore open. 

Hawe, p. 121, 1. 97, A.S. /uBh, hole. 

He, p. 59, I. 39, they. 
Hende, p, 7, !, 25, Rentle. 
Hildande, p. 23, Z. 55, beholden. 
Hirde, p. 17, 1. 52, A.S. hirde, a 

shepherd. 
Ho, p. 14, J. 71, halt, stop, 
Homeli, p. 63, 1. 163, famdiar. 
Hoie, p. 83, 1. 13, hoar, hoarinesfi. 
Hote, p. 41, 1. 15, be called; A.S. 

Mian. 

Hke, p. 23, 1. 64, every. 

Insijt', p. 66, 1. 250 ; p. 69, ]. 339, 

'ins}'ght, inepexio, eireumapeecio.' 

Promptoiium. 

Kinde, p. 20, I. 59, nature, 
Ki)«, p. II, 1. 92, show ; A.S, ej/ltan, 
to make known, declaim, show. 
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Ejiule, p. 9, L is, uatoi'e ; A.S. gt- 

Kyndoli, p. 8, L IS, natural ; A.S. ge- 
cyndeliB. 

IiRppid, p. 3, 1. GO, wrapped ; ' Lappyn, 
or whappyn yo clo|iya (hiippyn to- 
Red yr, wrap togeder in clotlica). 
In'Dohxi.' P. PaiT. 

Lau)f , p. 30, L 2iO ; p. 76, L 586. 
cnught, taken; A. S. lovain, to seize. 

Leeme, p. G2, 1. 335, A.S. leoma, liglit, 

Leopis, "p. 47. 1. 181 ; p. 72, 1. 451, 
A.S. hap, a liaaket, hamper, 

Leece, p. 8, 1. 5, teach ; A.8. laeran. 

Lees, p. 18, 1. 46, lies. 

Leif , p. 48, 1. 226 ; Leile, p. 62, I. 
856, lightning ; A.S. lihting. 

Lende, p. 23, 1. 41, lent; A.S. Z^nof. 

Lenf, p. 105, 1. 26, put away % ; 1 A.S. 
lengde, put off, per/, of Un{/ian. 

Lete, p. 28, 1. 186, leave, cense ; A.S. 
loilna, let )^. 

T^nide, p. 87, 1 

Leye, p. 05, 1. 2, 
cut, clover ley, kc. ; ) not A.S. ta^i, 
a diatrict in which a certain law wan 

Liherose, p. 20, 1. 55, lecherous. 
Likid. p. 8, 1. 16, pleased. 
Liking', p. 3, 1. 50, pleasant. 
Likinge, p. 92, 1. 49 ; p. 93, 1. 77, 81, 

lusL 
Likiugly, p. 91, 1. 20, pleasantly. 
List*, p. I, 1. 3 ; A.S. tial, wisdom, 

BCteace, power, ficulty ; lyat, desire, 

Lonie. p. 121, 1. 120, freqnantly ; A.S. 
gelime. 

Uaiatrie, ]>. 20, 1. 80, mastery, (see p. 
33, 1. 58,} I not tricks. 

Mammillia, p. 1, 1. 5, breasta, papa; 
Pappe, Majailla. P. Parv. 

Maugri', p. 65, 1. 215, reviling, rail- 
ing; Fr. maiijrier, to curse, veiiile 
eitrcamly, raile on desnightfally. 

Mawmetis, p. 45, 1. 118, idola. 

Medele, p. 20, L 86, iningle. 

Meene, p. 1, 1, 4, remember j A.S. 

Meete, p. 1, I. 6. food. 
Mulls, p. 53, 1. 387, meddle, 
ilcni-id, p. 59, L 51, A.S. Tncnjian, 

mix, mingle. 
Mett, p. lis, 1. 15, measure ; A.S. 
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Mydmora, p. 83, 1. 17, mid-momin);. 
Myiide, p. 9, I. 25, I mention, or A.S. 

mj/ne, memory. 
Myniie, p. 24, L 78, rememlier. 
Myaeheue, p. 9^, i. 49, come to grief. 
Mjstire, p. 75, 1. 572, need ; Fr. mes- 

tier, need, lacke, necessitie, want. 

Cotgniye. 



Nempne, p. f 

Newynp, p. 

repeating. 
Nuyjed, p. 

trouljled. 
Nyca, p. 53. 1. 

witlesae, a 



1. 7. n 



; A.3. J 



Nym, p. 5^ 
to take. 



, L371, Uke; A.S.» 



Of, p. 98, 1. 101, from. 
Ore, p, 119, 1. 57, mercy. 
Ouerhope, p. 68, 1. 331, too much con- 
fidence, sanguineness. 

Paieth, p. 24. 1. 58, pleases. 

Pay, p. 14, 1, 80, satiefaction, pleasure ; 

pa>/4, satisfied, contented. Cotgrave. 
Pilis, p. 64, 1. 182, peels, holds, castles. 
Pijf , p. 8, L 91, pitched ; p. 4, 1. 13 ; 

p. 84, 1. 90, placed ; p. 12, I 16, 

put, dressed. 
Pooste, p. 43, 1. 79, power. 
Port", p. 93, 1. 85, mien. 
PiMf , p. 45, 1. 118, quickly. 
Prou;, p. 50, 1. 288, advantage, profit ; 

Fr. proii. 
Pure, p. 18, 1. II, pnrifv. 



Puf , p. ! 



98. I. ; 

. 1. 475, thro- 



!. follov 



. casting. 



Queed. p. 6, 1. 18, wicked one, devil ; 

Dutch, qjuuid. 
QwarP, p. 23, L 2, of good heart or 

cheer; O.F. mor, conrage. 
Qwenie, p. 18, I 15, A.S, cwenan, to 

please. 



Race, 



p. 48, ]. 238, A.S. nen, 
attack ; cp. ToiWraee. 
Ra>er, p. 88, 1. 16, earlier, soon 
RaHr, p. 86, 1. 9, preferable. 
Releof, p. 47, L 181. leavings. 
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(b. 1300), Robert of Bninne, 1803, 
A.s,, and mitny other writers. 

Keieagfl, p. 73, 1. 483, arrvars. 

Reue)>, p. 30, 1, 257, bereaves, takes 

Eijr, p. *e, 1. 170, upright, atrajght: 
Ryfe, p. 82, 1. 2S, much ; Du. Hjf, 

rife, abDudant. 
Komage, p. 93, ]. 60, roaming, 
Koiijte, p. 36, 1. 38, recited ; A.S. T6kle. 
Rowne, p. 63, 1. 163, wliisper. 
Rnli, p. 10, I. 68, grievoiiB ; p. 80. I. 

27. Kad,mounifal; A.S.ArfAc.grief, 

penitence ; hre&wUc, cruel, monmful. 
Kyve, p. 121, 1. 217 (seo rij/e), custo- 

Diary, frequecL 

Sadli, p. 8, 1. 7, fiiedly. 

Sale, p. 67, 1. 602 : Jr. mlk. hall. 

Saiif^te, p. 76, 1. 602, A.S. aaht, recou. 

8au}(eii, p. 108, 1. 38, reconcile ; A.S. 

aektian. Eote the cliange to softeji 

iu the later text, p. 109. 
Scbende, p. 11, 1. 118, shame, ilisgmcr. 

mill; A.S. second, ehame, disgrace. 
ScheQdi>, p. 63, 1. 374, A.S. tccndan, 

to confound, shame, reproach, le- 

Schille, p. 65, 1. 232 ; schjlle and 

Schowr, p. 44, 1.' 96, A.S. scir, battle, 

%ht. 
Sconfitith, p. 46, 1. 164, discomots. 
Sciyue, p. 68, 1. 2, describe. 
Secke, p. 76, I 689, (sack, bag. 
See, p. 13, 1, 64. seat. 
Seelde, p. 41, 1. 6, seldom. 
SertB, p. 37, I 80, set. 
Sege, p. 2, 1. 36, seat ; Fr. tUge. 
Seruile, p. 104, L 15, of service, of 

business. 
Sykfl, p. 78, 1. 634, sickness ; Du. 

eitik, sick. 
Rifcir, p. 33, 1. 50, certain, sure. 
Skile, p. 9, 1. 33, reason ; O.N. skil. 
Slake, p. 11, 1. 112, become slack, 

Slidir, p. 49, 1. 269, slydyr (or swypyr 

as a wey). Luhricus, P, Parv. 
Smcrte, p. 93. 1. 67, smai-t, pain, prick. 
Soote. p. 20, 1, 248, sweet one. 
SpajDCl, p. 91, 1. 4, spaniel ; Fr. espag- 

neal, a Spaniell. Cot. 
Spousebriche, p. 47, 1. 188, adultery. 
Spume, p. 43, 1. 78, A.S. spiiman, to 

strike icith the heel; p. 91, L 11, 

spumed. 



Stie, p. 90. 1. 48. ascend. 

Sti), p. 55, 1. 460, ascended ; A.S. 

stigan, to ascend, lise. 
Rtintith, p. 116, 1. 62, etoppeth. 
Sue, p. 20, L 68, follow. 
Suffraunce, p. 33, 1. 50, Fr. armffrancc, 

sufferance, forbeai'auee, patience, 

abiding. 
Sunge, p. 110, 1. 73, sin; A.S. ayngian. 
Superflue, p. 89. 1. 30, auperfluoua. 
Swarte. p. 110, 1. 38, dark, black 

(swarthy). 
Siring, p. 28, L 208, A.S. svringan, to 

whip, acouTge. 
SvFitHj, p. 68, 1. 348, quickly. 
Swjde, p. 122, I. 140, quickly. 
Swynk. p. 89, 1. 32. A.S. mpinc, labour, 

gtsvdnc, affliction, torment 

Temynge,ji. 4, L 20, childbirth ; A.S. 

tedm, oCspring ; iedmian, Uman, to 

propagate, beget, 
Tende. p. 69, 1. 369 ; tenden, p. 41, I. 

6, attend. 
Tone, p. 24, 1. 71, A.S. fethia, injury, 

wrong, 
paf )«f , p. 51, I. 310, that which, 
pee, p. 63, 1. 176, thrive, 
pertihe, p. 0, L 87, thereto, in ad. 

dition. 
pirle, -p- 26, ]. 147, pierce ; A.3. yir- 

pole, p. 23, L 27, A.S. yolian, suffer, 
pronjf, p. 13, I. 27, driven, forced ; 

A.S. ^ngan, to press, crowd, 
prou^ p. 13. 1. 32, A.S. yruh, a chest, 

coffin, sepulchre, grave. 
Tille, p. 27, I. 168, to. 
Toberste, p. 30, L 2B1, burst all to 

pieces. 
Tobreke, p. 29, 1. 247. break to pieces. 
TorenP, p. 20, 1. 82. rent to pieces. 
Towe, p. 120, 1. 29, tough, harsh ; 

A.S. MA. 
Tomyth. p. 121, 1. 108, thought. 
Twhertyd, p. 126, L 16, retorted t 

A.S. hweorfan, to turn. 
Twynne, p. 23, L 37, separate. 
Tyne, p. 25, L 103. A.S. tjpum, to 

hedge in, enclose, shut close. 

Uertu, p. 67, 1. 300, power, strength. 
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Tndimome, p. 50, 1. 288, tlootest up 
or nndar, objecteilst to ; A.S. under- 
niman, to undertake, compmhend. 

Vndren, p. 8i, 1. 25, A.S. undent, the 
third hour, & ft.m., eitendiug also to 

Vngo, p. 121, 1. 118, Ivn for vm, 
round ; A. S. ymigan, go round. 

Vnleueful, p. 110, 1. 74, iinkwrnl. 

Vnnefie, p. 70, 1. 373, A. 3. uneSelke, 
uneanily, witli dillicultj, scarcely, 

Vnoutne, p. 7l, 1. 404, A.S. wtdrwJic, 
old. worn. 

Vnsaujte, p. 108, L 37, unfriendly; 
A. S. seM, friendship, peace ; intaeht, 
want of friendship, eoDiity. Note 
the umoft of the later text, p. 109. 

Vnachsnt, p. 106, 1. 6, unpunished. 

Vnskafully, p. 112, L flO, unreason- 
ably ; su skill. 

Tnsperid, p. 41, 1. 15, set fcso, un- 
locked; 'Bperju.orHchottyD, ciomto,- 
aperyn and schette wythe lokkjB. 
Saro, obsero.' Pr. Parv. 



Wttitisf 


p, 50, L 288, platmest. 


Wake, p 


32, L 8 ; p. 99, L 141, watch ; 


A.8. wa™n. 


Wan, p. 
Wateries 


13, I. 41, wonnst, wenfeat. 


. D. 20. 1. 53. without water. 


WeJde, p. 10, 1. 60, plsd(ja ; A.S. wed. 


Wede, p 


12, 1. 18, garment; A.a. 


I'm. 




Welkid, 


p. 24, L 68, faded, turned 


white 


A. 3. V!eaicere. a fuller, a 


whitener of cloths. 


Wem. p. 


83, L 13, spot, A-S. loero. 



Were, p. 106, 107, 1. 2, danger ; A.S. 



iE^, a tine for slaying 

116, 1. 87, doubt! 
Weuere, p. 77, 1. 803, weavi 

schemer. 
White, p. 72, L 450, quick, active ; 

Wijte, p. 63, 1. 150 ; Sw. vig, aclive ; 

' wyte, or delyvyr, or swytle, Agilis, 

veloi.' Pr, Parv. 
Wijtli, p. 13, L 41, swiftly, or power- 

Wijs, p. 98, 1. 94, teach. 

Wis, p. 11, 1. 116; Wisse, p. 14, 1. 

68 ; A,8. itissmn, to instruct, giiitle, 

Kovern. 
Wite, p. 3*. I. 67 ; p. 99, 1. 4, know ; 



Woniynge, p. 28, I. IfiB, dwelling. 
WoohP, p. 39, 1. 35, knoiveat 
Woraohipide, p. 63, 1. 401, honoured. 
Wj-eche, p. 18, L 35, vengeance ; A.3. 

Jeere, p. 85, L 244 ; p. 67, 1. 288, I A.S, 

gears, certainly, 
jema, p. 52, 1. 340 ; A.S. giman, 

govern, take care of. 
Jemyuge, p. 28, L 1 97, yearning, 

desire. 
Jore, p. 92, I. 35. formerly. 
Yflet, p. 92, I. 37, fled, gone. 
Yhit, p. 128. I. 3, yet. 
Yloore, p. 79, I. 5, lost ; A.S. form. 
Ymef, p. 81, 1. 74, dreamt; A.S, 

Ynne, p. 69, L 35S, ! bring in, not let 

in ; A.S. iiaum, to go in, enter. 
Ynow, p. 78, 1. 667, enough. 
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INDEX OF FIRST LINES. 



As y gan wandre in my walkinge 

Bi a forest aa y gan walke ...... 

Bothe jonge & oolde, whefic ^e bo . 

Erfie out" of erfie wondirly ivroiijf 

Euery man schulde teulie Jiis lore 

From fe tjniB Jiaf we wero bom 

Hay, Lay, hay, hay ! thynka on Whitaoniiionday 
Heil be foti, marie, criatis modoT dere .... 

Heil bo fou, marie, fe modir of criaf .... 

How mankinde doof; bigyniie. (The Mirror.) . 
'i foil ivole be weel with god. (A ptoso i>iece.) 
hesii, lord, ))at' madist me. (Richard de Custre'a Prayer.) 
hesu, fi awetnes, who-so myjte if ee 
Ihesua Jiat' aprong* of iesso roote . . , , . 

a noon tijd of a somera day ...... 

my jonge age ful wielde y was ..... 

Jjee, god fadir, I bileeue 

rame vche leod faf liuej) in londe (From the Vernon M.S.) 

rarne echo lijf pa,V liue|) in lond ..... 

Kyng* of grace, & ful of pyte 

Loue ia lijf )>af laatiji ay 

Man, among' )>i myr)>b hane in mynde .... 
Sodenly a-frayd, halfe wakyi^e, halfe slepyng* . 

Surge, mea epoma, swete in si)t? 

There ia no creature buf oon 

Whanae maryo waa greets with gabriel. (|)e Deuelia Perlamenf) 
WLi ia fis world biloued fiat^ fals ia & veyn 
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